UNIVERSITY OF KENTUCKY

2012 SUMMER RESEARCH EXPERIENCE

The University of Kentucky has established stipends to support Summer Research Experiences for students from the University of Puerto Rico who have an interest in graduate training in toxicology.  Stipends for students in computer sciences are also available. 

Students will usually be appointed for a Summer Research Experience for the summer after completing their third year of college.  Airline tickets and ground transportation to Lexington and student housing will be provided by the University of Kentucky.  In addition, the students will receive a stipend for the nine weeks.  Students are expected to travel as a group, leaving San Juan Airport on Friday, June 1, 2012 and returning on Friday, August 3, 2012.  


Applicants will be selected from students from the University of Puerto Rico.  Students must have superior English skills, achieved academic excellence and have an interest in graduate training in the fields described above.  


Every student participating in this program will attend a one-day orientation where the students are welcomed and given instructions in laboratory safety procedures.  The primary goals of this program are: 

· To provide a research experience for students at a critical time of career decision-making; 

· To develop research skills and expose the students to the potential and excitement of research careers.
· To provide information on the current research issues and questions in toxicology.

Applications:

We request the assistance of the University of Puerto Rico faculty in identifying promising students who would benefit from a Summer Research Experience.  The student will complete an application with information about his or her major field of study, science and overall grade point average, extracurricular and community activities and previous employment history.  A copy of the student’s transcripts and a 250-word essay on why the student wants to participate in the research program should accompany the application.  The applications will be reviewed and evaluated on a competitive basis.  

Experience:

Students will be placed in an active research laboratory at the University of Kentucky with a faculty member who has excellent skills at mentoring students.  The student will work closely with the faculty member and their research staff on a research project and experience life as a graduate student in a research university.  

Evaluation:

Each student will prepare a presentation of his or her research in an informal symposium at the end of the nine weeks.  The mentor will also evaluate each student regarding his or her progress in becoming an independent laboratory worker.
Background:


We have sponsored a Summer Research Experience in Toxicology for the last 12 years.  We currently have 4 students from UPR who have participated in the Summer Research Experience in our Ph.D. program in Toxicology at the University of Kentucky, and 3 students who have already graduated with their Ph.D. in Toxicology.  The students from the University of Puerto Rico are doing exceptionally well both in the classroom and in the laboratory.  We would be happy to answer any questions you may have regarding the Summer Research Experience and the Ph.D. in Toxicology at the University of Kentucky.  Our contact information is:


Dr. Mary Vore (maryv@uky.edu)


Graduate Center for Toxicology 


1095 VA Drive, 306 HSRB


University of Kentucky


Lexington, KY 40536-0305


T:  859-257-3760


Ms Joyce Welch (jwelch@uky.edu) is Administrative Assistant for Graduate 
Studies, and is also very knowledgeable regarding these programs.  

You may learn more about the Graduate Center for Toxicology at our website:  

http://www.mc.uky.edu/toxicology/
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