Rehabilitation Sciences Doctoral Program

RHB 789 Research Apprenticeship in Rehabilitation Sciences

(credit hours 1-9)

Purpose for Research Apprenticeship / Practicum

The purpose of these experiences is to develop critical thinkers and critical consumers of the scientific literature and methodologies within the rehabilitation sciences. 

To achieve this goal, the student will actively participate in research experiences in which he/she will:  

Objective 1: become familiar with a variety of research topics with the research faculty. 

Outcome:    Increased awareness by the student of the various research faculty and resources          available, which in turn, will assist student in identifying a research direction and committee members.
Objective 2: use scientific literature to support knowledge in rehabilitation science.  

Outcome:    The student will develop a base of knowledge in the rehabilitation sciences. 

Objective 3: develop an understanding of the application of various research designs and     

                      methodologies, instrumentation systems, laboratory equipment and         

                      software.

Outcome:     This experience will enable the student to acquire knowledge of and/or 

                 hands-on experience for different evaluation tests/ measurement tools; data 

                 acquisition techniques / systems; data analysis; and intervention approaches

     used in rehabilitation and in basic science research. 
Guidelines for the research apprenticeship / practica:

1. Students will complete a minimum of three research apprenticeships / practica for a minimum total of 9 credits 

2. One apprenticeship / practicum will be completed with a student’s committee co-chair

3. At least one apprenticeship / practicum will be completed outside of the student’s discipline (e.g., PT, OT, CD) in a related area of interest.  Examples of related areas may include:  
a. a student in the Pediatrics Track may seek a practicum with a faculty member in the College of Education or with a Rehabilitation Sciences faculty member outside the discipline but with expertise in pediatrics
b. a student in the Aging and Adult Neurological Disorders Track may seek a practicum with a faculty member in Sanders-Brown Research Center on Aging and Gerontology
c. a student in the Movement Dysfunction Track may seek a practicum with a faculty member in Biomechanics, Kinesiology, or Athletic Training
The rationale for students completing multiple apprenticeships / practica and at least one outside of their discipline are as follows:

1. Multiple practica will provide students with a broad base of experience.

2. Students enter the program with widely divergent research experiences. Student’s exposure and research have ranged from little to substantial.  Multiple experiences will expose the students to new and different ideas and methods and will help them develop a line of research inquiry suitable to their needs and work setting.

3. Multiple practica will foster interdisciplinary relationships.

4. Multiple practica will provide excellent opportunities to develop relationships with other departments at the University.

5. Multiple practica will expose students to different faculty, who could potentially serve as committee members.

Guidelines for the research apprenticeships / practica are as follows:

1. A contract will be developed between the faculty member and student and will include the objectives of the apprenticeship, type of product resulting from the experience and criteria for grading. This contract will be shared with the student’s Advisory Committee Chairs (or Advisor if an Advisory Committee has not yet been formed) and the Program’s Director of Graduate Studies.

2. Grading for the research practicum will be satisfactory/unsatisfactory.

3. A Research Apprenticeship / Practicum Information Sheet will be completed by the faculty member documenting the experience.  This will remain with the student’s file.
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Rehabilitation Sciences Doctoral Program

RHB 789: Research Apprenticeship in the Rehabilitation Sciences

 Approval Form
Student’s Name:______________________________________________________________

Semester: _____________________ Number Credits:_______________________________

Title of  Experience: ___________________________________________________________

Objectives of the Practicum, product resulting from the experience and criteria for grading.

This is to be developed by the faculty member and student (may attach).     ________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Synopsis of Experience (to be completed by the faculty member at the end of the semester)

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Faculty Supervisor Signature:__________________________________   Date:__________

Student Signature:___________________________________________   Date:__________

Faculty Advisor Signature:____________________________________   Date:___________

Director of Graduate Study Signature:_______________________   Date:__________
After approval, copies of the APPROVAL FORM and PROPOSAL are to be distributed to:

1. Student

2. Student’s File – kept with the DGS

3. Faculty Supervisor

4. Faculty Advisor













