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PREFACE

“A qualifying examination consisting of both written and oral components is required of all doctoral students. Its purpose is to verify that students have sufficient understanding of, and competence in, their fields to become candidates for the degree. In most programs, an individual qualifying examination is prepared and administered by the advisory committee; typically, that committee also judges the results of the examination. A majority vote of the core of the advisory committee is required for successful completion of the qualifying examination.”  

UK Graduate School Bulletin, October 2001

Although doctoral students in the Rehabilitation Sciences Doctoral Program develop individualized plans of study, the faculty wishes to ensure that each student completing the program participates in a standard qualifying examination process.  Consequently, content of the qualifying examinations will be individualized to reflect the student’s fields of study, but the format will be consistent across students. That format is described below.  

EXAM FORMAT

The Qualifying Examination format will involve a combination of sit-down (in-house at the university) and take-home examinations.  The order of administration for these examinations will be determined by the Advisory Committee. The sit-down examination will be closed book and will cover content from the core courses in the curriculum.  Questions for this portion of the examination will be developed by the student’s Advisory Committee and may include some drawn from a pool of questions written by the program faculty and some written specifically for the student by members of the committee.  In addition to the sit-down portion of the examination, the student will be given 2 take home projects requiring creative application and integration of content in more real world types of activities (e.g. write a review article, design a course in a given content area, prepare a grant proposal).  The time limits for completion of the take home examinations would be set by the committee, but may not exceed four weeks per project.  After completion of all of the examinations, the committee will read and evaluate the written responses and then conduct an oral examination not to exceed 2 hours. The oral examination may be used to clarify or follow up on items from the written exams, but need not be limited to those topics.

Criteria for Evaluation of Qualifying Examination
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The Advisory-Examination Committee has complete responsibility for determining the acceptability of the comprehensive examination.  The Committee can, however, request assistance from other faculty members in evaluating any or all of comprehensive examination questions. We strongly recommend a Committee of 5 to ensure a majority related to specific voting activities.  The criteria below are meant to serve as a guide for the review of students’ responses to comprehensive examination questions.  They provide the reviewers with a structure for evaluating the adequacy of the answers.  This structure can be used in providing oral feedback to students about their performance on the examinations.  For questions with multiple parts, the criteria can be applied to each individual part. The adequacy of the question, as a whole, can then be determined based on the merit of the contributing parts.


Individual questions or parts thereof will be rated by individual faculty members before the Advisory Committee meets and modified after the Advisory Committee meeting if desired by the committee member.  The following scale should be used: not acceptable; marginally acceptable; acceptable; better than acceptable; outstanding. 

CONTENT

1. Accuracy


Information included in the answer is correct.  Statements are based on factual information or accurate interpretation of the viewpoint of others.  Assumptions or opinions of the student are clearly distinguished from factual information and the views expressed by others.  There are no questions related to appropriate use.

2. Completeness


The answer is comprehensive.  Each part of the question is answered satisfactorily.  If the question has more than one part, information from each part is well integrated; demonstrates appropriate recognition.

3. Depth


The answer has sufficient detail and rationale to support statements.  The answer reflects a knowledge and synthesis of the supporting literature.

4. Documentation


When documentation is required, references are appropriate and timely to the content.  There are a sufficient number of references to support the answer.

STYLE

WRITTEN


General: The writing should be reflective of that expected of a doctoral student.  The responses to those questions for which access to resources is permitted should be of the quality seen in a journal “submission”.  Extemporaneous writing without access to resources should reflect adequate depth and synthesis. 

1. Organization and Clarity


Content is structured logically.  The writing is clear, understandable, and grammatically correct.  The style reflects that expected of a Journal submission.

2. Compliance with guidelines for the question


The student complies with requirements set forth by the writer of the question in terms of spacing, length and so on.

3. Use of a professional writing format


Format is consistent with departmental guidelines.  Appropriate headings are used to organize text.  These headings follow a consistent, logical format.  References to the literature follow APA guidelines.

ORAL


General: The examinee demonstrates the ability to reflect and respond as expected for a doctoral student.  Extemporaneous and planned presentations should be at the level of an instructor.

1. Organization and Clarity

Content is structured logically and presented in an organized fashion.  The verbal pattern should be clear, understandable, and grammatically correct.

2. Professional

The scheduled or prepared oral presentation, as appropriate, should reflect that expected of an individual at a “Professional Meeting” presentation (Reference: Regional- invited presentation) 

3. Ability to Respond to Questions

The applicant should be able to appropriately defend a position and answer questions with referenced authority as expected of an instructor.

FINAL GRADE

After completion of the examination, the committee members will determine whether the examinee passed or failed the examination based on the student’s overall performance.  

