Mission of the Rehabilitation Sciences Doctoral Program

The mission of the Rehabilitation Sciences Doctoral Program is to fulfill a leadership role in addressing the rehabilitation needs of individuals in the Commonwealth of Kentucky and beyond through research, education and service. In keeping with this mission, the Rehabilitation Sciences Doctoral Program will produce graduates who will be capable academicians with a broad based understanding of the rehabilitation sciences, expertise in their discipline, knowledge of closely related areas, skills to fulfill leadership through service, and demonstrated ability to advance knowledge through research and scholarship. 

Rehabilitation Sciences Ph.D. Program Objectives

Rehabilitation Sciences

Demonstrate knowledge of a broad array of systems within which rehabilitation services are provided.

Understand and value cooperative interdisciplinary practices.

Demonstrate an understanding of the theoretical underpinnings of assessment, intervention, and program development.

Demonstrate competence in the provision of service and instruction across diverse populations.

Analyze the relationship between rehabilitation sciences content and disciplinary content.

Disciplinary Knowledge

Demonstrate knowledge of the theoretical underpinnings of a discipline.

Evaluate the discipline’s body of knowledge. 

Identify knowledge gaps in a topical area and design and carry out independent and original research addressing one of those gaps.

Cognate Area 

Demonstrate additional knowledge in selected area outside of discipline.

Analyze the relationship between cognate content and disciplinary content.

Research and Scholarship 

Demonstrate expertise in a research methodology adequate to design and carry out independent and original research.

Develop the ability to participate in a variety of research approaches.

Design studies using a variety of research models, including a collaborative interdisciplinary focus.

Demonstrate understanding and application of the ethics of research.

Demonstrate skills in manuscript review and revision.

Demonstrate a habit of dissemination of scholarship.

Academic Environment

Understand the history, structure, function, and governance of higher education.

Be able to plan, carry out, and evaluate a college level course with minimal supervision by the instructor.

Demonstrate awareness of program improvement and curriculum development processes.

Demonstrate abilities to identify funding sources, and prepare, review, revise, and implement grant proposals. 

Provide academic service through consultation, professional leadership, and participation in policy formulation within the student’s area of focus.

Understand and plan for career development within the promotion and tenure process.

Outcomes

The program objectives will be tailored through work with the Advisory Committee to reflect student individuality, using a portfolio process.  The above objectives are minimums, to be met by all students.
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