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Preface 
 
This Handbook offers an overview of the policies and procedures that affect students in the 
Doctor of Public Health degree program.  However, it does not represent a contract with 
students as policies and procedures presented herein can change without notice.  While not an 
official document, the Handbook is intended to serve as a guideline for the degree program 
within the context of the University of Kentucky Regulations and Procedures.  Questions should 
be directed to the Director of Doctoral Programs or to the Director of Admissions.  The College 
is headed by a Dean with the support of administrative staff.   
 

University of Kentucky College of Public Health  
 

Mission Statement 
As a component of Kentuckyôs land-grant institution, the Mission of the College of Public Health 
at the University of Kentucky is to apply comprehensive public health approaches to understand 
better and to help reduce the burdens and disparities of public health problems on individuals, 
families and communities. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Dr. James W. Holsinger, 
Director of Doctoral Programs 

859-323-6314 
 

Dr. Linda Alexander, 
Associate Dean, Academic Affairs 

859-218-2092 
 

Ms. Rebecca Flanagan, 
Administrative Assistant 

859-218-2092 
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Letter from the Dean 
 

 
 
 
Dear DrPH Students: 
 
I am pleased that you have elected to seek a Doctor of Public Health degree from the College of 
Public Health, and I welcome you to the University of Kentucky.  I am certain that those who 
have been admitted will play a key role in the development of the College and, more 
importantly, will utilize the knowledge and skills gained from the degree to make a significant 
impact on the health needs of the stateôs population. As the first college of public health in the 
Commonwealth of Kentucky, we are proud of the opportunity, with your help, to contribute to the 
improvement in the health status of its citizens. 
 
Public health has had a resurgence of interest among health providers and others over the last 
several years. As we focus on the premise that prevention of disease is the best approach to 
controlling costs, increasing access to health care and improving health status, more and more 
individuals who want to make a contribution to society see careers in public health as an 
avenue to accomplish their goals. 
 
Since the founding of the Johns Hopkins School of Public Health in 1916, we have seen a 
growth in the number of schools dedicated to population-based approaches to improving the 
health of people.  Our College of Public Health joins over 30 other established schools, or those 
in development, to provide education that allows students to pursue careers in public health. 
When I am asked if there are too many schools of public health, I point out that there are more 
than 125 schools of medicine dedicated to training students to cure folks once they are ill, but 
we have only 30 schools whose purpose is to train professionals committed to keeping them 
healthy in the first place.  
 
Through our efforts in education, research and service, our commitment at the College of Public 
Health is to make Kentucky, the nation and the world a healthier place to live. We have a new, 
vibrant and exceptional opportunity to work with the many academic programs and resources of 
the University to contribute to its efforts to become a top 20 public research university by 2020. 
We are delighted that you have decided to join us in this exciting venture.  
 
Warm regards, 
 

 
 
Stephen W. Wyatt, D.M.D, MPH 
Dean, University of Kentucky College of Public Health 
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The University of Kentucky 
 

The University of Kentucky, a land grant institution, was established in 1865.  It began offering graduate work 
in 1870 and awarded its first graduate degrees in 1876.  The University is a complex institution with both 
colleges dedicated to the liberal arts as well as a number of professional colleges.  As the Commonwealthôs 
comprehensive institution of higher learning, it is charged with a statewide mission in higher education, 
research, and service.  The University ranks among the top 30 public U.S. research universities, according to 
the Carnegie Foundation for the Advancement of Teaching. 
 
From an enrollment of 273 students in 1876, the University has grown to include over 30,000 students. There 
are 89 program areas awarding doctoral degrees in 54 fields, masters degrees in 93 fields, and 3 specialist 
degrees. Currently, more than 6,700 graduate students per year are enrolled in these degree programs and 
other advanced study programs which are centrally administered by the Graduate School.  There are over 
8,000 faculty and staff members on the Lexington campus alone.  UK is the largest single employer in the 
Lexington-Fayette County area. 

  
The University is organized under a Provost, who is responsible for the academic programs of all colleges 
including Agriculture, Architecture, Arts and Sciences, Business and Economics, Communications, Education, 
Engineering, Fine Arts, The Graduate School, Law, Social Work, Health Sciences, Dentistry, Medicine, 
Nursing, Pharmacy, and Public Health.  University Hospital, which provides not only comprehensive treatment 
to patients, but also extensive teaching opportunities for the health professions colleges is located in close 
proximity to central campus.  The University of Kentucky College of Public Health  concluded a comprehensive 
self study and a September 2004 site visit from representatives of the Council on Education for Public Health 
(CEPH).  As a result of this self study and site visit, on June 13, 2005, CEPH granted the College of Public 
Health full accreditation for 5 years.  
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The Doctor of Public Health Professional Program 
 

Purpose 
 
The Doctor of Public Health (DrPH) degree is an advanced professional practice degree designed to prepare 
students as senior level administrators and policy makers, providing leadership to protect and improve the 
health of the public.  The DrPH is the highest degree attainable for the public health practitioner.  While public 
health comprises many clinical and professional disciplines, it has a unique focus on entire populations rather 
than individual patients.  Utilizing a multi-disciplinary approach, the DrPH professional program will provide 
broad knowledge of five public health disciplines (biostatistics, environmental health, epidemiology, health 
services management, and health behavior) along with focused knowledge in the studentôs area of 
concentration .  The DrPH program is consistent with the mission of the Commonwealth of Kentucky Cabinet 
for Health and Family Services (an affiliate in the program), the 1999-2000 Plan of Work of the Council on 
Postsecondary Education that identifies public health as one of its four broad social goals for postsecondary 
education in Kentucky, and recommendations of the National Academy of Sciences Institute of Medicine..  
 

History 
 
The University of Kentucky has provided graduate education in public health since 1988, when the Master of 
Science in Public Health degree program was approved by the Commonwealth of Kentuckyôs Council on 
Higher Education.  It was originally designed to provide academic support for medical residents in the 
departmentôs programs in general preventive medicine and occupational medicine.  However, the program was 
later made available to individuals who met the requirements and demonstrated a career interest in public 
health.  The program offered its first graduate courses that same year, and awarded its first MSPH degree in 
1989.  There are over 75 graduates of the MSPH program.  
 
With the advent of the University Kentucky School of Public Health, the public health degree officially became 
the Master of Public Health (MPH) degree in January 2000.  The first full MPH class of students was accepted 
for the fall 2000 semester.  On September 18, 2000, the Council on Postsecondary Education approved the 
Doctor of Public Health for inclusion among the programs offered by the University of Kentucky School of 
Public Health.  The first DrPH class was admitted for the spring 2001 semester..    

  
On May 4, 2004, the Board of Trustees granted college status to the school making it the sixth heath care 
college at the University of Kentucky.  There are major features that distinguish the College of Public Health 
from other schools.  Because the College is located in a state with a significant population with health 
problems, a major focus of the College continues to be on Kentuckyôs health problems and the major health 
disparities that the state experiences.  Second, few colleges of public health are located on the campus of a 
land grant institution.  This influences the nature of the college in its orientation and mission.  It also allows for 
a relatively unique interaction with other colleges, including the UK College of Agriculture, through agricultural 
safety and health programs, and the UK College of Engineering through an environmental health program. 
 
The collegeôs emphasis is on bridging research and education to public health practice.  As a result, public 
health practice degrees ï the MPH and DrPH- were developed first.  The Graduate Center in Gerontology, 
which offers a doctoral degree in gerontology has been relocated to the College of Public Health and prepares 
students for academic and research careers.  New PHD degrees have been approved in Biostratistics and 
Epidemiology. 

  

Location 
 
The University of Kentucky College of Public Health is housed and based in the College of Public Health 
Building at 121 Washington Avenue.  Departmental offices, many of the core faculty, the Collegeôs Dean, and 
the Admissions/Student Affairs Office are also located at that site.  Students are advised to familiarize 
themselves with the Washington Avenue location in order to avail themselves of the services and resources 
available through the UKCPHôs faculty and staff.   
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The College of Public Health is located in close proximity to a number of public health and health 
administration organizations.  The College is only 30 miles from the state capitol in Frankfort, which has 
facilitated close interaction with various state agencies, the use of state personnel as preceptors, and the 
development of research and service contracts.  State officials serve on the Collegeôs advisory committees and 
hold voluntary faculty appointments in the College. 

 

Doctor of Public Health Program Description 
 

The Doctor of Public Health (DrPH) is a terminal professional degree.  It is designed as a school-wide 
advanced degree and will require a minimum of 63 semester hours of course work beyond the Masterôs 
degree.  The DrPH candidate must have a Master of Public Health, a Master of Science in Public Health, or an 
equivalent degree.  Examples of equivalent degrees are programs related to public health, such as the Master 
of Arts in Communications, or the Master of Science in Nursing along with course work equivalent to the five 
basic core courses in the MPH curriculum.  Students who have not met the requirement of completing masters 
degree introductory level courses in each of the five core areas must do so on a non credit basis, with a 
minimum grade of ñB,ò prior to enrolling in the first doctoral course in each discipline.  Students will complete a 
curriculum spanning the five core areas of concentration offered by the College of Public Health.  Typically, a 
full-time student will require three years beyond the Masterôs degree to complete the program.  The program is 
designed to accommodate non-traditional, working, and part-time, students.  The DrPH curriculum has been 
developed to accommodate both part-time and full-time students.  The Curriculum specifies prerequisite 
introductory courses in each of the five core areas of public health (health behavior, biostatistics, 
environmental health, epidemiology, and health services management).  All DrPH course work begins at a 
higher level and assumes introductory level knowledge of this content.* 
 

The DrPH curriculum includes:  

 Fifteen semester hours of required course work in the core curriculum, which consists of an advanced 
course in each of the five core public health areas of concentration (biostatistics, epidemiology, health 
behavior, and health services management, and environmental health). 

 A second level advanced course in three of the five concentraion areas including the course in your 
area of concentration. 

 Fifteen hours of professional elective course work consistent with your area of concentration. 

 A research methods course. 

 Six hours of culminating experience professional seminars. 

 Two supervised public health field experiences. 

 An integrated capstone option of either a problem-based or research-based project paper 
demonstrating appropriate discipline understanding.  

 

**The Chair of the Biostatistics Department has established a policy that students completing an acceptable 
(equivalent to STA 580) introductory statistics course (with a laboratory) in the past five years meet this 
expectation.  Students completing an introductory graduate statistics course more than five years ago must 
repeat the introductory course or may take a diagnostic examination to demonstrate that they are prepared to 
move to the first statistics course in the DrPH Program..  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

octor of Public   

 

 

 

For specific questions about program content, 
contact: 
James W. Holsinger Jr., MD, PhD 
Director of Doctoral Programs 
University of Kentucky College of Public Health  
121 Washington Avenue, Suite 107 
Lexington, KY 40506-0003 
(859) 323-6314 
jwh@uky.edu 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

FFoorr  pprrooggrraamm  aanndd  ssttuuddeenntt  ssuuppppoorrtt  sseerrvviicceess,,  

ccoonnttaacctt::    

LLaavveerrnnee  RR..  CCaarrtteerr,,  DDiirreeccttoorr  ooff  AAddmmiissssiioonnss  

UUnniivveerrssiittyy  ooff  KKeennttuucckkyy  CCoolllleeggee  ooff  PPuubblliicc  HHeeaalltthh  

112211  WWaasshhiinnggttoonn  AAvvee,,  RRoooomm  112200CC  

LLeexxiinnggttoonn,,  KKYY  4400553366--00000033  

((885599))  221188--22006666  

llrrccaarrttee@@uukkyy..eedduu  
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Doctor of Public Health (DrPH) Planning Sheet 
PPrreerreeqquuiissiittee  CCuurrrriiccuulluumm  

MMuusstt  ccoommpplleettee  ccoouurrsseess  lliisstteedd  bbeellooww  ((oorr  tthheeiirr  aapppprroovveedd  eeqquuiivvaalleenntt))..  

((HHoouurrss  eeaarrnneedd  ffoorr  pprreerreeqquuiissiittee  ccoouurrsseewwoorrkk  wwiillll  nnoott  bbee  aapppplliieedd  ttoo  tthhee  DDrrPPHH  ddeeggrreeee  rreeqquuiirreemmeennttss))  
  

HHeeaalltthh  

BBeehhaavviioorr  
BBiioossttaattiissttiiccss  EEnnvviirroonnmmeennttaall  

HHeeaalltthh  
EEppiiddeemmiioollooggyy  HHeeaalltthh  SSeerrvviicceess  

MMaannaaggeemmeenntt  

  CCPPHH  660044                      ǏǏ  SSTTAA  557700  oorr  558800    ǏǏ    CCPPHH  660011                              ǏǏ  CCPPHH  660055                                ǏǏ  

  
CCPPHH  665500                        ǏǏ  

DDrrPPHH  CCoorree  CCuurrrriiccuulluumm,,  PPaarrtt  AA  

MMuusstt  ccoommpplleettee  AALLLL  ffiivvee  ccoorree  ccoouurrsseess  

HHeeaalltthh  BBeehhaavviioorr  

  
BBiioossttaattiissttiiccss  EEnnvviirroonnmmeennttaall  

HHeeaalltthh  
EEppiiddeemmiioollooggyy  HHeeaalltthh  SSeerrvviicceess  

MMaannaaggeemmeenntt  

CCPPHH  994400                        

ǏǏ  

HHeeaalltthh  RReellaatteedd  

BBeehhaavviioorrss  

CCPPHH  993300                          ǏǏ  

AAddvvaanncceedd    

BBiioossttaattiissttiiccaall    

MMeetthhooddss  

CCPPHH  992200                        ǏǏ  

AAddvvaanncceedd  

EEnnvviirroonnmmeennttaall  

HHeeaalltthh  

CCPPHH  991100                                ǏǏ  

AAddvvaanncceedd  

EEppiiddeemmiioollooggyy  

CCPPHH  995500                        ǏǏ  

WWeellll  MMaannaaggeedd  

PPuubblliicc  HHeeaalltthh  OOrrgg..  

  

DDrrPPHH  CCoorree  CCuurrrriiccuulluumm,,  PPaarrtt  BB  

MMuusstt  ccoommpplleettee  tthhrreeee  ooff  tthhee  ffoolllloowwiinngg  ccoorree  ccoouurrsseess,,  iinncclluuddiinngg  ccoouurrssee  iinn  aarreeaa  ooff  ccoonncceennttrraattiioonn  

  

HHeeaalltthh  BBeehhaavviioorr  

  
BBiioossttaattiissttiiccss  EEnnvviirroonnmmeennttaall  

HHeeaalltthh  
EEppiiddeemmiioollooggyy  HHeeaalltthh  SSeerrvviicceess  

MMaannaaggeemmeenntt  

CCPPHH  994411                          ǏǏ  

PPrrooff..  SSeemmiinnaarr  iinn  

HHeeaalltthh  EEnnhhaanncceemmeenntt  

CCPPHH  993311                          ǏǏ  

PPrrooff..  SSeemmiinnaarr  iinn  

BBiioossttaattiissttiiccss  

CCPPHH  992211                            ǏǏ  

PPrrooff..  SSeemmiinnaarr  iinn  

EEnnvviirroonnmmeennttaall  HHeeaalltthh  

CCPPHH  991111                                ǏǏ  

PPrrooff..  SSeemmiinnaarr  iinn  

EEppiiddeemmiioollooggyy  

CCPPHH  995511                        ǏǏ  

PPrrooff..  SSeemmiinnaarr  iinn  

PP..HH..  MMaannaaggeemmeenntt  
  

DDrrPPHH  CCoorree  CCuurrrriiccuulluumm,,  PPaarrtt  CC  

DDooccttoorraall  ssttuuddeennttss  mmuusstt  ccoommpplleettee  AALLLL  ooff  tthhee  ffoolllloowwiinngg  

CCPPHH  999933                                        PPrrooffeessssiioonnaall  SSeemmiinnaarr  iinn  FFoouunnddaattiioonnss  ooff  PPuubblliicc  HHeeaalltthh  PPrraaccttiiccee                                                                ǏǏ                                                                                                                                                                                                                                        

CCPPHH  999944                                        PPrrooffeessssiioonnaall  SSeemmiinnaarr  iinn  LLeeaaddiinngg  PPeeooppllee--MMaannaaggiinngg  OOrrggaanniizzaattiioonnss                                                      ǏǏ    

CCPPHH  999955                                        DDooccttoorraall  RReesseeaarrcchh  MMeetthhooddss  iinn  PPuubblliicc  HHeeaalltthh                                                                                                                          ǏǏ  

CCPPHH  999966  PPuubblliicc  HHeeaalltthh  PPrroojjeecctt  RReesseeaarrcchh  ((11--1122  ccrreeddiitt  hhoouurrss;;  mmaaxxiimmuumm  ooff  66  ccrreeddiitt  hhoouurrss  ppeerr  sseemmeesstteerr))      ǏǏ  
  

AAddvvaanncceedd  CCoouurrsseess  iinn  AArreeaa  ooff  CCoonncceennttrraattiioonn  ((SSeelleeccttiivveess))  

DDooccttoorraall  SSttuuddeennttss  mmuusstt  ccoommpplleettee  ffiivvee  ccoouurrsseess  iinn  aarreeaa  ooff  ccoonncceennttrraattiioonn  ((RReeqquuiirreess  aaddvviissoorr  aapppprroovvaall))  
  

  HHeeaalltthh  BBeehhaavviioorr  BBiioossttaattiissttiiccss  EEnnvviirroonnmmeennttaall  

HHeeaalltthh  
EEppiiddeemmiioollooggyy  HHeeaalltthh  SSeerrvviicceess  

MMaannaaggeemmeenntt  

AAddvvaanncceedd  PPHH                              

EElleeccttiivvee  ::  
                                                    ǏǏ                                                                                        ǏǏ                                                                                        ǏǏ                                                                                        ǏǏ                                                                                        ǏǏ                                    

AAddvvaanncceedd  PPHH                              

EElleeccttiivvee  ::  
                                                    ǏǏ                                                                                        ǏǏ                                                                                        ǏǏ                                                                                        ǏǏ                                                                                        ǏǏ                                    

AAddvvaanncceedd  PPHH                              

EElleeccttiivvee  ::  
                                                    ǏǏ                                                                                        ǏǏ                                                                                        ǏǏ                                                                                        ǏǏ                                                                                        ǏǏ                                    

AAddvvaanncceedd  PPHH                              

EElleeccttiivvee  ::  
                                                    ǏǏ                                                                                        ǏǏ                                                                                        ǏǏ                                                                                        ǏǏ                                                                                        ǏǏ                                    

AAddvvaanncceedd  PPHH                              

EElleeccttiivvee  ::  
                                                    ǏǏ                                                                                        ǏǏ                                                                                        ǏǏ                                                                                        ǏǏ                                                                                        ǏǏ                                    

OOtthheerr  RReeqquuiirreemmeennttss  

SSttuuddeennttss  mmuusstt  ccoommpplleettee  AALLLL  ooff  tthhee  ffoolllloowwiinngg  rreeqquuiirreemmeennttss  

DDrrPPHH  ccuurrrriiccuulluumm  iiss  mmiinniimmuumm  6633  sseemmeesstteerr  hhoouurrss..  

CCPPHH  999977                                              ǏǏ  

DDooccttoorraall  PPHH  FFiieelldd    

PPrraaccttiiccuumm  II  ((22  hhoouurrss))  

PPhhaassee  II  EExxaamm                          ǏǏ  

PPhhaassee  IIII  EExxaamm                        ǏǏ                                                        

  

CCPPHH  999977                                          ǏǏ  

DDooccttoorraall  PPHH  FFiieelldd    

PPrraaccttiiccuumm  IIII  ((44  hhoouurrss))  

MMaajjoorr  PPrroobblleemm                        ǏǏ  

SSoollvviinngg  CCaappssttoonnee    

PPrroojjeecctt  
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DDooccttoorr  ooff  PPuubblliicc  HHeeaalltthh  CCoouurrssee  DDeessccrriippttiioonnss  
 

CPH 910 TOPICS IN ADVANCED EPIDEMIOLOGY: LECTURE AND LABORATORY (3) 
Provides the student with an introduction to advanced epidemiologic content areas as well as methods 
designed to meet the research and practice needs of health professionals.  A series of topic-driven lectures, 
discussions, applied problem sets and case studies will focus on the application of epidemiologic principles 
used in disease research and intervention studies.  This course is taught with a corresponding laboratory each 
week that emphasizes the content of the course with applied applications using the microcomputer or small 
group discussions.  Problem sets will require the use of statistical and epidemiologic software for the 
microcomputer.  Some content areas of the course will use the Do-Epi software developed by the CDC for 
teaching epidemiology and computing.   

 

CPH 911 PROFESSIONAL SEMINAR IN EPIDEMIOLOGY (3) 
CPH 911 is an advanced course in one of the five content areas of public health.  All students enrolling will 
have completed the prerequisite introductory course at the mastersô degree level, and the advanced course at 
the doctoral level.  The Professional Seminar in Epidemiology is designed as the opportunity to link academic 
work in epidemiology with application in public health practice, and to prepare the student for a leadership role 
in public health.  This will be accomplished through readings, case studies and exercises, and individual 
research relevant to the discipline and the profession of public health.  
 

CPH 920 ADVANCED ENVIRONMENTAL HEALTH (3) 
Is the first required Environmental Health course in one of the five content areas of public health for DrPH 
candidates.  All students enrolling will have completed the prerequisite introductory course at the masters 
degree level.  This Professional Seminar in Environmental Health is designed to provide comprehensive 
coverage of the principles upon which the Environmental Health field relies.  This will be accomplished through 
text and journal readings, case study, and discussion of the core, emerging, and controversial issues in 
environmental and public health. 

 

CPH 921 PROFESSIONAL SEMINAR IN ENVIRONMENTAL HEALTH (3) 
An advanced, elective course that develops depth in one of the five content areas of public health.  All students 
enrolling will have completed the prerequisite introductory course at the masters degree level, and the 
advanced course at the doctoral level.  The Professional Seminar in Environmental Health is designed as the 
opportunity to link prior academic work in environmental health with application in public health practice, and to 
prepare the student for a leadership role in public health.  This will be accomplished through readings, case 
studies and exercises, and individual research relevant to the discipline and the profession of public health. 

 

CPH 930 ADVANCED TOPICS IN BIOSTATISTICS (3) 
Addresses advance topics in biostatistics for the public health professional.  Content emphasizes biostatistical 
concepts over methodology to prepare students for generalist public health positions.  Course topics will 
address public health problem solving using study design, vital statistics, data, large health surveys, and an 
overview of multivariate statistics including multiple regression, logistic regression, longitudinal data, survival 
analysis, and recursive partitioning.  Prerequisites: STA 570/580 or equivalent and one semester of calculus. 

  

CPH 931 PROFESSIONAL SEMINAR IN BIOSTATISTICS (3) 
Professional Seminar in Biostatistics is an advanced course in one of the five content areas of public health.  
All students enrolling will have completed the prerequisite introductory course at the mastersô degree level, and 
the advanced course at the doctoral level.  The Professional Seminar in Biostatistics is designed as the 
opportunity to link academic work in biostatistics with application in public health practice, and to prepare the 
student for a leadership role in public health.  This will be accomplished through readings, case studies and 
exercises, and individual research relevant to the discipline and the profession of public health.  
 

 

CPH 940 HEALTH-RELATED BEHAVIORS: MODELS AND APPLICATIONS (3) 
Will use both classic and up-to-date works on models of health-related behavior, including the Health Belief 
Model, the Theory of Reasoned Action, Social Learning Theory, and Protection Motivation Theory, discussing 
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development of themodels, similarities and differences, strengths and weaknesses, and suggestions for future 
model development.  Students will assess the extent to which the models explain behavior and behavior 
change empirically, and how useful they may be (or not be) in the development of primary and secondary 
prevention interventions, including those implemented within clinical practice.  Behaviors to be discussed will 
include HIV-related risk behaviors, licit and illicit substance use, eating practices, exercise, and other heart 
disease-and cancer-related behaviors. 
 

CPH 941 PROFESSIONAL SEMINAR IN HEALTH BEHAVIOR (3) 
Professional Seminar in Health Enhancement is an advanced course in one of the five content areas of public 
health.  Students enrolling will have completed the prerequisite introductory course at the mastersô degree 
level, and advanced course work at the doctoral level.  This course is designed as the opportunity to link 
academic work in health enhancement with application in public health practice, and to prepare the student for 
a leadership role in public health.  This will be accomplished through readings, case studies and exercises, 
and individual research relevant to the discipline and the profession of public health.  
 

CPH 950 THE WELL MANAGED PUBLIC HEALTH CARE ORGANIZATION (3) 
Addresses effective senior management of public and private organizations focusing upon public health.  
Effective management processes will be addressed  through lectures, readings and case studies applying the 
concepts to public health organizations.   
 

CPH 951 PROFESSIONAL SEMINAR IN HEALTH SERVICES MANAGEMENT (3) 
An advanced course in one of the five content areas of public health.  All students enrolling will have 
completed the prerequisite introductory course at the mastersô degree level, and the advanced course at the 
doctoral level.  The Professional Seminar in Public Health Management and Practice is designed as the 
opportunity to link academic work in public health management with application in public health practice, and to 
prepare the student for a leadership role in public health.  This will be accomplished through readings, case 
studies and exercises, and individual research relevant to the discipline and the profession of public health.  
 

CCPPHH  995522  SSEEMMIINNAARR  IINN  AADDVVAANNCCEEDD  LLEEAADDEERRSSHHIIPP::    TTHHEEOORRYY  AANNDD  PPRRAACCTTIICCEE  ((33))  

TThhiiss  ccoouurrssee  pprroovviiddeess  tthhee  ooppppoorrttuunniittyy  ttoo  lliinnkk  aaccaaddeemmiicc  wwoorrkk  iinn  ppuubblliicc  hheeaalltthh  lleeaaddeerrsshhiipp  wwiitthh  aapppplliiccaattiioonn  iinn  ppuubblliicc  

hheeaalltthh  pprraaccttiiccee  aanndd  ttoo  pprreeppaarree  tthhee  lleeaarrnneerr  ffoorr  aa  lleeaaddeerrsshhiipp  rroollee  iinn  ppuubblliicc  hheeaalltthh..    TThhiiss  wwiillll  bbee  aaccccoommpplliisshheedd  

tthhrroouugghh  rreeaaddiinnggss,,  ccaassee  ssttuuddiieess,,  eexxeerrcciisseess,,  aanndd  iinnddiivviidduuaall  rreesseeaarrcchh  rreelleevvaanntt  ttoo  tthhee  ddiisscciipplliinneess  ooff  tthhee  pprrooffeessssiioonn  

ooff  ppuubblliicc  hheeaalltthh  aanndd  lleeaaddeerrsshhiipp..  

  

CCPPHH  995533  SSEEMMIINNAARR  IINN  EETTHHIICCAALL  AANNDD  MMOORRAALL  DDEECCIISSIIOONN--MMAAKKIINNGG  ((33))  

TThhiiss  ccoouurrssee  pprroovviiddeess  tthhee  ooppppoorrttuunniittyy  ttoo  lliinnkk  aaccaaddeemmiicc  wwoorrkk  iinn  ppuubblliicc  hheeaalltthh  ddeecciissiioonn--mmaakkiinngg  wwiitthh  iittss  aapppplliiccaattiioonn  

ttoo  ppuubblliicc  hheeaalltthh  pprraaccttiiccee  aanndd  ttoo  pprreeppaarree  tthhee  lleeaarrnneerr  ffoorr  tthhee  pprraaccttiiccee  ooff  ppuubblliicc  hheeaalltthh  ddeecciissiioonn--mmaakkiinngg  bbaasseedd  oonn  

eetthhiiccaall  aanndd  mmoorraall  pprriinncciipplleess..    TThhiiss  wwiillll  bbee  aaccccoommpplliisshheedd  tthhrroouugghh  rreeaaddiinnggss,,  ccaassee  ssttuuddiieess,,  eexxeerrcciisseess,,  aanndd  

iinnddiivviidduuaall  rreesseeaarrcchh  rreelleevvaanntt  ttoo  tthhee  ddiisscciipplliinneess  ooff  tthhee  pprrooffeessssiioonn  ooff  ppuubblliicc  hheeaalltthh  ddeecciissiioonn--mmaakkiinngg..    TThhee  ppeerriioodd  ooff  

NNaazzii  GGeerrmmaannyy  11993333--11994455  wwiillll  ccoommppoossee  tthhee  uunnddeerrllyyiinngg  ccaassee  ssttuuddyy..  TThhee  sseemmiinnaarr  wwiillll  ccoonnssiiddeerr  iinn  ddeepptthh  tthhee  

ddeecciissiioonnss  mmaaddee  bbyy  NNaazzii  ppoolliittiiccaall  aanndd  mmiilliittaarryy  lleeaaddeerrss,,  cciittiizzeennss,,  rreelliiggiioouuss  lleeaaddeerrss,,  ccoonncceennttrraattiioonn  ccaammpp  

ccoommmmaannddeerrss,,  gguuaarrddss,,  aanndd  pprriissoonneerrss,,  pphhyyssiicciiaannss,,  sscciieennttiissttss  aanndd  bbuussiinneessss  lleeaaddeerrss..    FFiillmmss  wwiillll  bbee  uusseedd  

eexxtteennssiivveellyy  iinn  tthhee  sseemmiinnaarr..  

  

CCPPHH  995544  SSEEMMIINNAARR  IINN  AADDVVAANNCCEEDD  PPUUBBLLIICC  HHEEAATTLLHH  FFIINNAANNCCEE  AANNDD  EECCOONNOOMMIICCSS  ((33))  

TThhiiss  ccoouurrssee  pprroovviiddeess  tthhee  ooppppoorrttuunniittyy  ttoo  lliinnkk  aaccaaddeemmiicc  wwoorrkk  iinn  ppuubblliicc  hheeaalltthh  ffiinnaannccee  aanndd  eeccoonnoommiiccss  wwiitthh  

aapppplliiccaattiioonn  iinn  ppuubblliicc  hheeaalltthh  pprraaccttiiccee  aanndd  ttoo  pprreeppaarree  tthhee  lleeaarrnneerr  ffoorr  kkeeyy  lleeaaddeerrsshhiipp  rroolleess  iinn  ppuubblliicc  hheeaalltthh..    TThhiiss  

wwiillll  bbee  aaccccoommpplliisshheedd  tthhrroouugghh  rreeaaddiinnggss,,  ccaassee  ssttuuddiieess,,  eexxeerrcciisseess,,  aanndd  iinnddiivviidduuaall  rreesseeaarrcchh  rreelleevvaanntt  ttoo  tthhee  

ddiisscciipplliinneess  ooff  tthhee  pprrooffeessssiioonn  ooff  ppuubblliicc  hheeaalltthh  ffiinnaannccee  aanndd  eeccoonnoommiiccss..  

  

CCPPHH  995555    PPLLAAGGUUEESS  AANNDD  PPOOLLIITTIICCSS  ((33))  
This course provides the opportunity to link the political aspects of national and international epidemics and 
diseases, while understanding the responsibility of the US Public Health Service for developing and 
implementing policies and procedures for dealing with them. 
 

CPH 993 PROFESSIONAL SEMINAR IN FOUNDATIONS OF PUBLIC HEALTH PRACTICE 
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This course is aculminating experience doctoral-level professional seminar based on ASPH competencies. 
Students will have the opportunity to link evidence-based ascademic work in public health with the foundations 
of practice. This course reflects core competencies including cultural iossues, professionalism, ethics, 
techniques in community-based participatory research, and understanding health equity and social justice 
issues as they relate to Public Health practice. A fundamental part of this course is to prepare the learner for a 
community advocacy role in public health using skill sets developed by critical analysis and leadership. 

 

CPH 994 PROFESSIONAL SEMINAR IN LEADING PEOPLE ï MANAGING ORGANIZATIONS 

TThhiiss  ccoouurrssee  iiss  aa  ccuullmmiinnaattiinngg  eexxppeerriieennccee  pprrooffeessssiioonnaall  sseemmiinnaarr,,  bbaasseedd  oonn  tthhee  AASSPPHH  ccoommppeetteenncciieess,,  pprroovviiddiinngg  

tthhee  ooppppoorrttuunniittyy  ttoo  lliinnkk  aaccaaddeemmiicc  wwoorrkk  iinn  ppuubblliicc  hheeaalltthh  lleeaaddeerrsshhiipp,,  mmaannaaggeemmeenntt,,  aanndd  eetthhiiccss  wwiitthh  aapppplliiccaattiioonn  ttoo  

ppuubblliicc  hheeaalltthh  pprraaccttiiccee  aanndd  ttoo  pprreeppaarree  tthhee  lleeaarrnneerr  ffoorr  aa  lleeaaddeerrsshhiipp  rroollee  iinn  ppuubblliicc  hheeaalltthh..  TThhiiss  ccoouurrssee  rreefflleeccttss  tthhee  

AASSPPHH  ccoorree  ccoommppeetteenncciieess  ooff  ddooccttoorraall  eedduuccaattiioonn  aaddoopptteedd  bbyy  tthhee  UUnniivveerrssiittyy  ooff  KKeennttuucckkyy  CCoolllleeggee  ooff  PPuubblliicc  

HHeeaalltthh..  TThhiiss  wwiillll  bbee  aaccccoommpplliisshheedd  tthhrroouugghh  rreeaaddiinnggss,,  ccaassee  ssttuuddiieess,,  eexxeerrcciisseess,,  aanndd  iinnddiivviidduuaall  rreesseeaarrcchh  rreelleevvaanntt  

ttoo  tthhee  ddiisscciipplliinneess  ooff  ppuubblliicc  hheeaalltthh  lleeaaddeerrsshhiipp  aanndd  mmaannaaggeemmeenntt..  
  

CCPPHH  999955  DDOOCCTTOOAALL  RREEAASSEEAARRCCHH  MMEETTHHOODDSS  IINN  PPUUBBLLIICC  HHEEAALLTTHH  

TThhiiss  ccoouurrssee  ffooccuusseess  oonn  tthhee  ccoonncceeppttss  aanndd  mmeetthhooddss  ooff  hheeaalltthh  sseerrvviicceess  aanndd  ppuubblliicc  hheeaalltthh  rreesseeaarrcchh..    IItt  iiss  

ssttrruuccttuurreedd  aarroouunndd  tthhee  pprriimmaarryy  ssttaaggeess  ooff  rreesseeaarrcchh  pprrooppoossaall  ddeevveellooppmmeenntt..    IItt  iiss  ddeessiiggnneedd  ffoorr  DDrrPPHH  ssttuuddeennttss  iinn  

tthhee  CCoolllleeggee  ooff  PPuubblliicc  HHeeaalltthh  aanndd  ootthheerr  ggrraadduuaattee  ssttuuddeennttss  wwhhoo  hhaavvee  ssuucccceessssffuullllyy  ccoommpplleetteedd  tthhee  aapppprroopprriiaattee  

pprreerreeqquuiissiitteess..    UUppoonn  ccoommpplleettiioonn  ooff  tthhee  ccoouurrssee,,  ssttuuddeennttss  sshhoouulldd  bbee  aabbllee  ttoo    

11..))    ccoonncceeppttuuaalliizzee  aa  rreesseeaarrcchh  pprroojjeecctt  aanndd  ggeenneerraattee  tteessttaabbllee  hhyyppootthheesseess  

22..))    ssuummmmaarriizzee  tthhee  lliitteerraattuurree  rreellaatteedd  ttoo  aa  ppaarrttiiccuullaarr  rreesseeaarrcchh  qquueessttiioonn  

33..))    ddeessccrriibbee  tthhee  vvaarriioouuss  ssttuuddyy  ddeessiiggnnss  tthhaatt  aarree  uusseedd  ttoo  ccoonndduucctt  rreesseeaarrcchh  

44..))    uunnddeerrssttaanndd  hhooww  ssaammpplliinngg  iiss  uusseedd  iinn  tthhee  rreesseeaarrcchh  ffrraammeewwoorrkk  

55..))    bbee  aabbllee  ttoo  eexxppllaaiinn  tthhee  iinnggrreeddiieennttss  ooff  bbaassiicc  ppoowweerr  ccaallccuullaattiioonnss  ((iiee..  wwhhaatt  ttoo  bbrriinngg  ttoo  tthhee  bbiioossttaattiissttiicciiaann))  

66..))    uunnddeerrssttaanndd  aanndd  hhaavvee  aa  wwoorrkkiinngg  kknnoowwlleeddggee  ooff  tthhee  kkeeyy  ccoommppoonneennttss  ooff  aa  ssuurrvveeyy  rreesseeaarrcchh  iinnssttrruummeenntt            

((qquueessttiioonnnnaaiirree))  

77..))    uunnddeerrssttaanndd  tthhee  iimmppoorrttaannccee  ooff  qquuaalliittaattiivvee  rreesseeaarrcchh  sstteemmmmiinngg  ffrroomm  ffooccuuss  ggrroouuppss,,  ccaassee--ssttuuddiieess,,  aanndd        

ootthheerr  eetthhnnooggrraapphhiicc  rreesseeaarrcchh  

88..))    hhaavvee  ffaacciilliittyy  wwiitthh  bbaassiicc  ssttaattiissttiiccaall  ttoooollss  uusseedd  ttoo  tteesstt  rreesseeaarrcchh  hhyyppootthheesseess  

99..))    uunnddeerrssttaanndd  tthhee  iimmppoorrttaannccee  aanndd  tthhee  pprroocceesssseess  ooff  ddaattaa  ccoolllleeccttiioonn  

1111))    uunnddeerrssttaanndd  wwhhyy  ddaattaa  rreedduuccttiioonn  aanndd  pprreesseennttaattiioonn  aarree  iimmppoorrttaanntt  

            1122))    bbee  aabbllee  ttoo  sshhaarree  rreesseeaarrcchh  ffiinnddiinnggss  iinn  aapppprroopprriiaattee  vveennuueess  

 

CPH 996 PUBLIC HEALTH PROJECT RESEARCH (1-12) 

RReesseeaarrcchh  CCrreeddiitt  ffoorr  tthhee  DDooccttoorraall  DDeeggrreeee..    
Á SStudents may not register for more than 6 research credit hours in any semester.   
Á Registration for research credit hours will require a scope of work developed with the studentôs 

Capstone Committee Chair and endorsed by signature.   
Á A student cannot register for additional research credit hours if an ñIò or an ñSò remains on the record 

for previous research credit hour registrations. 

 

CPH 997 FIELD PRACTICUM (2 & 4) 
The purpose of the field requirement is to encourage exposure to professional public health practice and the 
application of didactic knowledge and problem solving in the field.  The two doctoral field experiences are 
required of all students regardless of prior work experience.  Doctoral Field Experience I (two hours) will be an 
introductory one semester, experience for a total of 120 contact hours.  Doctoral Field Experience II (four 
hours) will be an advanced one semester, experience for a total of 240 hours.  The field experience time 
periods are set as minimum expectations; it is assumed that some students will elect to expand their field work 
activities. 
 

CPH 998 SPECIAL TOPICS IN PUBLIC HEATLH: RESEARCH METHODS IN PH 

FFooccuusseess  oonn  tthhee  ccoonncceeppttss  aanndd  mmeetthhooddss  ooff  hheeaalltthh  sseerrvviicceess  aanndd  ppuubblliicc  hheeaalltthh  rreesseeaarrcchh..  IItt  iiss  ssttrruuccttuurreedd  aarroouunndd  

tthhee  ssttaaggeess  ooff    pprrooppoossaall  ddeevveellooppmmeenntt,,  iinncclluuddiinngg  ccoonncceeppttuuaalliizzaattiioonn  ooff  tthhee  rreesseeaarrcchh  qquueessttiioonn  aanndd  tteessttaabbllee  

hhyyppootthheesseess,,  rreevviieeww  ooff  tthhee  lliitteerraattuurree,,  rreesseeaarrcchh  ddeessiiggnn,,  ddeevveellooppmmeenntt  ooff  mmeeaassuurreess,,  ddaattaa  ccoolllleeccttiioonn  aanndd  aannaallyyssiiss..        

 



1100  

CPH 998 SPECIAL TOPICS IN PUBLIC HEALTH: (SUBTITLE REQUIRED) (3) 
Addresses contemporary topics of significance to the field of public health.  Offered as a formal classroom 
study of specific topics and problems.  May be repeated to a maximum of eight semester hours. Prerequisite: 
Consent of instructor.  
 

CPH 999 DIRECTED STUDIES IN PUBLIC HEALTH 
Study and research on contemporary and specific topics and problems of significance to the field of public 
health, and the interests of individual students.  Offered as an independent study course with consent of 
instructor.  May be repeated to a maximum of eight semester hours.  Topics, objective, assignments, readings, 
and grading criteria will be developed by the instructor for each Special Topics in Public Health offering.  

  

EPIDEMIOLOGY CURRICULUM 
 

All students concentrating in Epidemiology are required to take the following two courses. 
 
CPH 911 Professional Seminar in Epidemiology 
CPH 931 Professional Seminar in Biostatistics 
 
In addition to these courses, DrPH students concentrating in Epidemiology must take at least 5 (15 credit 
hours) of the following courses.  Some of these courses may be currently going through the university process 
for final approval and may be taught under a different, temporary course number. 
 
CPH 610 Injury Epidemiolgy        3 
CPH 612 Infectious/Emerging Diseases Epidemiology     3 
CPH 614 Managerial Epidemiology       3 
CPH 616 Cardiovascular Disease Epidemiology     3 
CPH 617 Environmental/Occupational Epidemiology     3 
CPH 618 Epidemiology of Aging (GRN 770)      3 
CPH 662 Public Health Response to Terrorism     3 
CPH 711 Chronic Disease Epidemiology      3 
CPH 718 Special Topics in Epidemiology: Decision-Making in Health and Medicine 3 
CPH 718 Special Topics in Epidemiology: Oral Health Epidemiology   3 
CPH 718 Special Topics in Epidemiology: Cancer Epidemiology   3 
 

In addition to the regular selective courses in Epidemiology, students may want to take elective courses.  The 
following are some courses that students concentrating in Epidemiolgy have found useful.  However, there are 
a number of other elective courses that could be valuable: 
 

CPH 535 Databases & SAS Programming      3 

CPH 631 Design & Analysis of Health Surveys      3 
CPH 632 Mixed Models in Public Health      3 
CPH 664 Biostatistics in Clinical Trial       3 
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DrPH Academic Policy 
 
AA  ttwwoo--ppaarrtt  ccoommpprreehheennssiivvee  wwrriitttteenn  eexxaammiinnaattiioonn  wwiillll  bbee  rreeqquuiirreedd  ooff  aallll  DDrrPPHH  ssttuuddeennttss..    TThhee  ttwwoo  pphhaassee  

eexxaammiinnaattiioonn  pprroocceessss  iiss  iinntteennddeedd  ttoo  aasssseessss  aanndd  ddeemmoonnssttrraattee  tthhee  ssttuuddeennttôôss  ccoommpprreehheennssiioonn  ooff  ccoorree  pprriinncciipplleess  ooff  

ppuubblliicc  hheeaalltthh  pprraaccttiiccee  aanndd  tteesstt  ssttuuddeennttssôô  aabbiilliittyy  ttoo  aappppllyy  aaddvvaanncceedd  kknnoowwlleeddggee  aanndd  sshhooww  ccoommppeetteennccyy  iinn  tthheeiirr  

ssttaatteedd  ssppeecciiaallttyy  aarreeaa  pprriioorr  ttoo  pprroocceeeeddiinngg  ttoo  tthhee  ccaappssttoonnee  pprroojjeecctt..  

  

PPhhaassee  II  iiss  tthhee  CCoorree  PPrriinncciipplleess  EExxaammiinnaattiioonn  ((TThhiiss  ppoolliiccyy  iiss  ppeennddiinngg  ffoorrmmaall  aapppprroovvaall  aanndd  iiss  ssuubbjjeecctt  ttoo  

cchhaannggee))::..  TThhee  ppuurrppoossee  ooff  tthhee  CCoorree  PPrriinncciipplleess  EExxaammiinnaattiioonn  iiss  ttoo  eevvaalluuaattee  aacchhiieevveemmeenntt  aanndd  rreetteennttiioonn  ooff  ccoorree  

pprriinncciippllee  aanndd  bbaassiicc  kknnoowwlleeddggee  iinn  BBiioossttaattiissttiiccss,,  EEnnvviirroonnmmeennttaall  HHeeaalltthh,,  EEppiiddeemmiioollooggyy,,  HHeeaalltthh  BBeehhaavviioorr,,  aanndd  

HHeeaalltthh  SSeerrvviicceess  MMaannaaggeemmeenntt..    TThhee  CCoorree  PPrriinncciipplleess  EExxaammiinnaattiioonn  sshhoouulldd  bbee  ttaakkeenn  aatt  tthhee  eenndd  ooff  tthhee  aaccaaddeemmiicc  

yyeeaarr  iinn  wwhhiicchh  tthhee  ffiinnaall  rreeqquuiirreedd  99XX00  ccllaassss  iiss  ttaakkeenn,,  aanndd  iiss  rreeqquuiirreedd  ttoo  bbee  ttaakkeenn  nnoo  mmoorree  tthhaann  oonnee  yyeeaarr  aafftteerr  tthhee  

ccoommpplleettiioonn  ooff  tthhee  ffiinnaall  99XX00  ccllaassss..  TThhee  ccoorree  pprriinncciipplleess  eexxaamm  iiss  aaddmmiinniisstteerreedd  bbyy  tthhee  DDiirreeccttoorr  ooff  DDooccttoorraall  

PPrrooggrraammss..  IInn  oorrddeerr  ttoo  bbee  eelliiggiibbllee  ffoorr  tthhee  CCoorree  PPrriinncciipplleess  EExxaammiinnaattiioonn  aa  ssttuuddeenntt::  
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aa))  MMuusstt  ccoommpplleettee  aann  AAccaaddeemmiicc  AAffffaaiirrss  CChheecckklliisstt  vveerriiffyyiinngg  tthhaatt  ccoouurrsseess  hhaavvee  bbeeeenn  ccoommpplleetteedd  aanndd  tthhaatt  ss//hhee  

iiss  iinn  ggoooodd  aaccaaddeemmiicc  ssttaannddiinngg  dduurriinngg  tthhee  sseemmeesstteerr  tthhaatt  tthhee  eexxaammiinnaattiioonn  iiss  rreeqquueesstteedd..  

bb))  MMuusstt  hhaavvee  ssuucccceessssffuullllyy  ccoommpplleetteedd  CCPPHH  991100,,  CCPPHH  992200,,  CCPPHH  993300,,  CCPPHH  994400,,  aanndd  CCPPHH  995500..  

  

TThhee  eexxaammiinnaattiioonn  wwiillll  bbee  ggrraaddeedd  oonn  aa  ppaassss,,  mmiinniimmaall  ppaassss,,  nnoo  ppaassss  bbaassiiss..  IInn  oorrddeerr  ttoo  ppaassss  tthhee  eexxaammiinnaattiioonn  aa  

ssttuuddeenntt  mmuusstt  oobbttaaiinn  aa  mmiinniimmuumm  ooff  tthhrreeee  ppaassss  aanndd  ttwwoo  mmiinniimmaall  ppaassss  ssccoorreess,,  iinncclluuddiinngg  aa  ppaassss  iinn  tthhee  ssttuuddeennttôôss  

aarreeaa  ooff  ccoonncceennttrraattiioonn..  FFaaiilluurree  ooff  ttwwoo  oorr  mmoorree  aarreeaass  ooff  ccoonncceennttrraattiioonn  mmaayy  bbee  ggrroouunnddss  ffoorr  tteerrmmiinnaattiioonn  ffrroomm  tthhee  

DDrrPPHH  pprrooggrraamm..  IIff  aa  ssttuuddeenntt  ffaaiillss  ttoo  mmeeeett  tthhee  rreeqquuiirreemmeennttss  ffoorr  ppaassssiinngg  tthhee  eexxaammiinnaattiioonn,,  aa  ccoommmmiitttteeee  mmaaddee  uupp  

ooff  aapppprroopprriiaattee  DDeeppaarrttmmeenntt  CChhaaiirrss  oorr  tthheeiirr  rreepprreesseennttaattiivveess  aanndd  cchhaaiirreedd  bbyy  tthhee  AAssssoocciiaattee  DDeeaann  ooff  AAccaaddeemmiicc  

AAffffaaiirrss  wwiillll  ddeetteerrmmiinnee  tthhee  ccoonnddiittiioonnss  ttoo  bbee  mmeett  iinn  oorrddeerr  ffoorr  tthhee  ssttuuddeenntt  ttoo  bbee  eelliiggiibbllee  ttoo  aaddvvaannccee  iinn  tthhee  pprrooggrraamm..    

TThheessee  ccoonnddiittiioonnss  mmuusstt  bbee  wwrriittiinngg  aanndd    aapppprroovveedd  bbyy  tthhee  DDiirreeccttoorr  ooff  DDooccttoorraall  PPrrooggrraammss..      

  

PPhhaassee  IIII  iiss  tthhee  QQuuaalliiffyyiinngg  EExxaammiinnaattiioonn,,  wwhhiicchh  iiss  ddeessiiggnneedd  ttoo  tteesstt  ssttuuddeennttssôô  aabbiilliittyy  ttoo  aappppllyy  aaddvvaanncceedd  

kknnoowwlleeddggee  aanndd  sshhooww  ccoommppeetteennccyy  iinn  tthheeiirr  ssttaatteedd  ssppeecciiaallttyy  aarreeaa..    IIttss  oovveerraallll  ppuurrppoossee  iiss  ttoo  vveerriiffyy  tthhaatt  ssttuuddeennttss  

hhaavvee  ssuuffffiicciieenntt  uunnddeerrssttaannddiinngg  ooff,,  aanndd  ccoommppeetteennccee  iinn,,  tthheeiirr  ffiieellddss  ttoo  bbeeccoommee  ccaannddiiddaatteess  ffoorr  tthhee  ddeeggrreeee..  TThhee  

QQuuaalliiffyyiinngg  EExxaammiinnaattiioonn  iiss  aaddmmiinniisstteerreedd  bbyy  tthhee  CChhaaiirr  ooff  tthhee  ssttuuddeennttss  ssppeecciiaallllyy  aarreeaa  ooff  ccoonncceennttrraattiioonn..  EEaacchh  

ddeeppaarrttmmeenntt  wwiillll  ddeetteerrmmiinnee  tthhee  ssccooppee  aanndd  nnaattuurree  ooff  tthhee  PPhhaassee  IIII  eexxaammiinnaattiioonn..  

  

TThhee  QQuuaalliiffyyiinngg  EExxaammiinnaattiioonn  iiss  ddeessiiggnneedd  ttoo  ddeemmoonnssttrraattee  pprroobblleemm  ssoollvviinngg  aabbiilliittyy  iinn  tthhee  ffiieelldd,,  aanndd  ssuucccceessssffuull  

ccoommpplleettiioonn  iiss  nneecceessssaarryy  ffoorr  tthhee  ssttuuddeenntt  ttoo  pprroocceeeedd  ttoo  tthhee  ccaappssttoonnee  pprroojjeecctt..    IIff  aa  ssttuuddeenntt  ffaaiillss  aallll  oorr  ppaarrtt  ooff  tthhee  

QQuuaalliiffyyiinngg  EExxaammiinnaattiioonn,,  aa  rreevviieeww  ccoommmmiitttteeee  mmaaddee  uupp  ooff  tthhee  ffaaccuullttyy  ooff  tthhee  ssttuuddeennttôôss  cchhoosseenn  ssppeecciiaallttyy  aarreeaa  wwiillll  

rreeccoommmmeenndd  ttoo  tthhee  DDeeaann  tthhee  ccoonnddiittiioonnss  ttoo  bbee  mmeeaatt  iinn  oorrddeerr  ffoorr  tthhee  ssttuuddeenntt  ttoo  aaddvvaannccee  iinn  tthhee  pprrooggrraamm....    IIff  aa  

ssttuuddeenntt  iiss  rreeqquuiirreedd  ttoo  ccoommpplleettee  aa  rreemmeeddiiaall  ppllaann  hhee  oorr  sshhee  wwiillll  hhaavvee  oonnee  aaccaaddeemmiicc  yyeeaarr  ffrroomm  tthhee  ttiimmee  ooff  tthhee  

uunnssuucccceessssffuull  eexxaammiinnaattiioonn  rreessuulltt  ttoo  ccoommpplleettee  tthhee  ppllaann..    PPlleeaassee  nnoottee  tthhaatt  aa  sseeccoonndd  ffaaiilluurree  ooff  tthhee  QQuuaalliiffyyiinngg  

EExxaammiinnaattiioonn  ccoonnssttiittuutteess  ggrroouunnddss  ffoorr  tteerrmmiinnaattiioonn  ffrroomm  tthhee  DDrrPPHH  pprrooggrraamm..    

  

DDeeppaarrttmmeennttaall  PPhhaassee  IIII  EExxaammiinnaattiioonn  PPoolliicciieess::  

  

DDeeppaarrttmmeenntt  ooff  EEppiiddeemmiioollooggyy::  

  

11..    EExxaammiinnaattiioonn  CCoommmmiitttteeee::  TThhee  DDrrPPHH  ssttuuddeennttôôss  CCaappssttoonnee  ccoommmmiitttteeee  sshhaallll  sseerrvvee  aass  tthhee  ssttuuddeennttôôss  PPhhaassee  IIII      

EExxaammiinnaattiioonn  CCoommmmiitttteeee..  

            22..      EExxaammiinnaattiioonn::  TThhee  ccoommmmiitttteeee  wwiillll  wwrriittee  tthhrreeee  qquueessttiioonnss,,  aanndd  tthhee  cchhaaiirr  wwiillll  ssoolliicciitt  tthhrreeee  qquueessttiioonnss  ffrroomm  tthhee  

ssttuuddeenntt..    TThhee  ssttuuddeennttôôss  qquueessttiioonnss  wwiillll  nnoott  bbee  uusseedd,,  bbuutt  tthhee  eexxeerrcciissee  ooff  wwrriittiinngg  tthheemm  wwiillll  bbee  ppaarrtt  ooff  tthhee  

lleeaarrnniinngg  pprroocceessss..    TThhee  eexxaamm  wwiillll  ccoonnssiisstt  ooff  tthhrreeee  qquueessttiioonnss  ttoo  bbee  aannsswweerreedd  iinn  aa  ppeerriioodd  ooff  oonnee  wweeeekk..    

TThhee  aannsswweerrss  sshhoouulldd  bbee  1155  ttoo  2200  ppaaggeessðð55  ttoo  77  ppaaggeess  ppeerr  qquueessttiioonn,,  nnoott  iinncclluuddiinngg  rreeffeerreenncceess  aanndd  

ggrraapphhiiccss..    FFoorrmmaatt  sshhoouulldd  iinncclluuddee  oonnee--iinncchh  mmaarrggiinnss,,  ddoouubbllee--ssppaacceedd,,  TTiimmeess  NNeeww  RRoommaann  1122--ppooiinntt  ffoonntt..    

SSttuuddeennttss  ccaannnnoott  aannsswweerr  wwiitthh  aa  PPoowweerrPPooiinntt  pprreesseennttaattiioonn..    GGrraaddiinngg  wwiillll  bbee  ppaassss//ffaaiill..      

            33..      AAsssseessssmmeenntt  ooff  EExxaammiinnaattiioonn::  GGrraaddiinngg  ccrriitteerriiaa  aarree  ccllaarriittyy  ooff  wwrriittiinngg,,  aapppprroopprriiaatteenneessss  ooff  rreeffeerreenncceess,,  aanndd  

qquuaalliittyy  ooff  ccrriittiiccaall  aannaallyyssiiss..  TThhee  PPhhaassee  IIII  EExxaammiinnaattiioonn  GGrraaddee  SShheeeett  wwiillll  bbee  ssuubbmmiitttteedd  ttoo  tthhee  OOffffiiccee  ooff  tthhee  

AAssssoocciiaattee  DDeeaann  ffoorr  AAccaaddeemmiicc  AAffffaaiirrss..  

            44..  PPoolliiccyy  oonn  rreettaakkiinngg  eexxaammiinnaattiioonn::  SSttuuddeennttss  nnoott  rreecceeiivviinngg  aa  ppaassssiinngg  ssccoorree  mmaayy  rreettaakkee  tthhee  eexxaammiinnaattiioonn  

aafftteerr  ccoommpplleettiioonn  ooff  aa  rreemmeeddiiaall  ccoouurrssee  ooff  aaccttiioonn  ddeevveellooppeedd  bbyy  tthhee  ccoommmmiitttteeee..  TThhee  sseeccoonndd  eexxaammiinnaattiioonn  

wwiillll  bbee  tthhee  ffiinnaall  ooppppoorrttuunniittyy  ffoorr  tthhee  ssttuuddeenntt  ttoo  ffuullffiillll  tthhee  rreeqquuiirreemmeennttss  ffoorr  tthhee  HHSSMM  PPhhaassee  IIII  EExxaammiinnaattiioonn  

aanndd  mmuusstt  bbee  ccoommpplleetteedd  bbeettwweeeenn  66  aanndd  1188  mmoonntthhss  aafftteerr  tthhee  ffiirrsstt  eexxaammiinnaattiioonn  ssccoorreess  aarree  rreeppoorrtteedd  ttoo  tthhee  

ssttuuddeenntt..  

              55..    AAppppeeaallss  PPoolliiccyy::  SSttuuddeennttss  ffaaiilliinngg  tthhee  sseeccoonndd  eexxaammiinnaattiioonn  hhaavvee  tthhee  pprreerrooggaattiivvee  ttoo  aappppeeaall  tthhee  ddeecciissiioonn  ttoo  

tthhee  DDeeaann  ooff  tthhee  CCoolllleeggee  ooff  PPuubblliicc  HHeeaalltthh  aanndd  tthhaatt  aappppeeaall  wwiillll  bbee  hhaannddlleedd  iinn  aaccccoorrddaannccee  wwiitthh  CCoolllleeggee  

ppoolliicciieess..  

  

DDeeppaarrttmmeenntt  ooff  HHeeaalltthh  BBeehhaavviioorr::  

  

11..  EExxaammiinnaattiioonn  CCoommmmiitttteeee  ----TThhee  DDrrPPHH  ssttuuddeenntt  wwiillll  rreeqquueesstt  aa  mmeemmbbeerr  ooff  tthhee  ggrraadduuaattee  ffaaccuullttyy  wwiitthh  aa  

pprriimmaarryy  aappppooiinnttmmeenntt  iinn  hheeaalltthh  bbeehhaavviioorr  ttoo  sseerrvvee  aass  cchhaaiirrppeerrssoonn  ooff  tthhee  EExxaammiinnaattiioonn  CCoommmmiitttteeee..  TThhee  

ssttuuddeenntt  aanndd  cchhaaiirrppeerrssoonn  wwiillll  tthheenn  sseelleecctt  22  ootthheerr  ffaaccuullttyy  mmeemmbbeerrss  ffrroomm  HHBB  ttoo  ddeessiiggnn  tthhee  qquuaalliiffyyiinngg  eexxaamm  

ffoorr  tthhee  ssttuuddeenntt..    
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22..  DDeevveellooppmmeenntt  ooff  EExxaammiinnaattiioonn  BBiibblliiooggrraapphhyy  ïï  TThhee  ssttuuddeenntt  wwiillll  ssuubbmmiitt  aa  pprrooppoosseedd  EExxaammiinnaattiioonn  

BBiibblliiooggrraapphhyy  ttoo  tthhee  EExxaammiinnaattiioonn  CCoommmmiitttteeee..  IIddeeaallllyy,,  tthhee  bbiibblliiooggrraapphhyy  wwiillll  sseerrvvee  aass  tthhee  ffoouunnddaattiioonn  ffoorr  tthhee  

DDrrPPHH  CCaappssttoonnee  ddooccuummeenntt  ttoo  bbee  ccoommpplleetteedd  aafftteerr  tthhee  eexxaamm..  TThhee  CCoommmmiitttteeee  wwiillll  rreevviieeww,,  mmooddiiffyy,,  aanndd  

aapppprroovvee  tthhiiss  bbiibblliiooggrraapphhyy  aass  aapppprroopprriiaattee..  TThhiiss  lliisstt  wwiillll  bbee  ddiivviiddeedd  iinnttoo  tthhee  ffoolllloowwiinngg  sseeccttiioonnss::  

aa..  HHeeaalltthh  BBeehhaavviioorr  tthheeoorryy  aanndd  pprraaccttiiccee,,  

bb..  SSppeecciiaallttyy  hheeaalltthh  ffooccuuss    wwiitthhiinn  hheeaalltthh  bbeehhaavviioorr,,  

cc..  SSuupppplleemmeennttaall  aarreeaa  ooff  ccoonncceennttrraattiioonn,,  ssuucchh  aass  ssppeecciiaall  ppooppuullaattiioonnss,,  mmeetthhooddoollooggyy,,  eettcc..    

33..  CCrreeaattiioonn  ooff  DDrrPPHH  EExxaamm  ïï  BBaasseedd  oonnllyy  oonn  tthhee  aapppprroovveedd  bbiibblliiooggrraapphhyy,,  tthhee  EExxaammiinnaattiioonn  CCoommmmiitttteeee  wwiillll  

wwrriittee  nnoo  mmoorree  tthhaann  aa  ttoottaall  ooff  ffiivvee  eessssaayy  qquueessttiioonnss  tthhaatt  wwiillll  ccoommpprriissee  tthhee  eexxaamm..  TThhee  qquueessttiioonnss  wwiillll  bbee  

ddeessiiggnneedd  ttoo  eevvaalluuaattee  tthhee  ssttuuddeennttôôss  mmaasstteerryy  ooff  tthhee  ccoonntteenntt  ooff  tthhee  aapppprroovveedd  bbiibblliiooggrraapphhyy  aanndd  aabbiilliittyy  ttoo  

iinntteeggrraattee  tthhee  cceennttrraall  ccoonncceeppttss  iinn  hheeaalltthh  bbeehhaavviioorr  tthheeoorryy  aanndd  pprraaccttiiccee..  BBeeffoorree  wwrriittiinngg  tthheessee  qquueessttiioonnss,,  

tthhee  ssttuuddeenntt  aanndd  tthhee  33  ffaaccuullttyy  mmeemmbbeerrss  wwiillll  mmuuttuuaallllyy  aaggrreeee  uuppoonn  tthhee  ttiimmee  lliimmiitt  ((iinn  ddaayyss))  ffoorr  tthhee  eexxaamm..  OOff  

nnoottee,,  eeaacchh  qquueessttiioonn  wwiillll  pprroovviiddee  aa  ppaaggee  lliimmiittaattiioonn  ssoo  tthhaatt  ssttuuddeennttss  aarree  pprroommpptteedd  ttoo  bbee  ccoonncciissee  iinn  tthheeiirr  

wwrriittiinngg..    

44..  AAsssseessssmmeenntt  ooff  EExxaammiinnaattiioonn  ïï  EEaacchh  qquueessttiioonn  wwiillll  bbee  ggrraaddeedd  sseeppaarraatteellyy  bbyy  eeaacchh  ooff  tthhee  33  ffaaccuullttyy  

mmeemmbbeerrss..  AAfftteerr  aallll  ccoommmmiitttteeee  mmeemmbbeerrss  hhaavvee  ccoommpplleetteedd  rreeaaddiinngg  aanndd  iinniittiiaallllyy  ggrraaddiinngg  tthhee  wwrriitttteenn  

aannsswweerrss,,  tthhee  ccoommmmiitttteeee  cchhaaiirr  wwiillll  pprroovviiddee  tthhee  ssttuuddeenntt  wwiitthh  qquuaalliittaattiivvee  ffeeeeddbbaacckk,,  pprroovviiddiinngg  gguuiiddaannccee  oonn  

pprreeppaarraattiioonn  ffoorr  tthhee  oorraall  ppoorrttiioonn  ooff  tthhee  eexxaamm..  TThhee  ffuullll  ccoommmmiitttteeee  wwiillll  tthheenn  ccoonndduucctt  aann  oorraall  eexxaamm  ooff  tthhee  

ssttuuddeenntt  ddeessiiggnneedd  ttoo  pprroovviiddee  mmoorree  ddeettaaiill  ttoo  tthhee  wwrriitttteenn  wwoorrkk  oonn  aann  ññaass  nneeeeddeeddòò  bbaassiiss..  TThhee  aavveerraaggee  

ssccoorree  oonn  eeaacchh  qquueessttiioonn  wwiillll  bbee  uusseedd  ttoo  ccrreeaattee  aa  ggrraanndd  aavveerraaggee..  TThhee  ggrraanndd  aavveerraaggee  mmuusstt  bbee  8855%%  oorr  

ggrreeaatteerr  ffoorr  tthhee  ssttuuddeenntt  ttoo  mmaattrriiccuullaattee  ttoo  ccaannddiiddaaccyy..  

55..  PPoolliiccyy  oonn  rreettaakkiinngg  eexxaammiinnaattiioonn  ïï  IIff  tthhee  ssttuuddeenntt  ddooeess  nnoott  rreecceeiivvee  aa  ppaassssiinngg  ssccoorree,,  hhee//sshhee  mmaayy  rreettaakkee  

tthhee  eexxaammiinnaattiioonn  aafftteerr  ccoommpplleettiioonn  ooff  aa  rreemmeeddiiaall  ccoouurrssee  ooff  aaccttiioonn  ddeevveellooppeedd  bbyy  tthhee  ccoommmmiitttteeee..  TThhee  

sseeccoonndd  eexxaammiinnaattiioonn  wwiillll  bbee  tthhee  ffiinnaall  ooppppoorrttuunniittyy  ffoorr  tthhee  ssttuuddeenntt  ttoo  ffuullffiillll  tthhee  rreeqquuiirreemmeennttss  ffoorr  tthhee  HHBB  

DDrrPPHH  eexxaamm,,  aanndd  mmuusstt  bbee  ccoommpplleetteedd  bbeettwweeeenn  66  aanndd  1188  mmoonntthhss  aafftteerr  tthhee  ffiirrsstt  eexxaamm  ssccoorreess  aarree  rreeppoorrtteedd  

ttoo  tthhee  ssttuuddeenntt..  

66..  AAppppeeaallss  PPoolliiccyy  ïï  SSttuuddeennttss  ffaaiilliinngg  tthhee  sseeccoonndd  eexxaammiinnaattiioonn  hhaavvee  tthhee  pprreerrooggaattiivvee  ttoo  aappppeeaall  tthhee  ddeecciissiioonn  

ttoo  tthhee  DDeeaann  ooff  tthhee  CCPPHH,,  aanndd  tthhaatt  aappppeeaall  wwiillll  bbee  hhaannddlleedd  iinn  aaccccoorrddaannccee  wwiitthh  CCPPHH  ppoolliicciieess..  
  

DDeeppaarrttmmeenntt  ooff  HHeeaalltthh  SSeerrvviicceess  MMaannaaggeemmeenntt::    

  

11..  EExxaammiinnaattiioonn  CCoommmmiitttteeee::  TThhee  DDrrPPHH  ssttuuddeennttôôss  CCaappssttoonnee  ccoommmmiitttteeee  sshhaallll  sseerrvvee  aass  tthhee  ssttuuddeennttôôss  PPhhaassee  IIII  

EExxaammiinnaattiioonn  CCoommmmiitttteeee..  

22..  EExxaammiinnaattiioonn::  TThhee  EExxaammiinnaattiioonn  sshhaallll  ccoonnssiisstt  ooff  aann  oorraall  ddeeffeennssee  ooff  CChhaapptteerrss  oonnee  tthhrroouugghh  tthhrreeee  ooff  tthhee  

ssttuuddeennttôôss  CCaappssttoonnee  pprroojjeecctt,,  iinncclluuddiinngg  tthhee  IInnttrroodduuccttiioonn,,  LLiitteerraattuurree  RReevviieeww  aanndd  MMeetthhooddss..  

  33..  AAsssseessssmmeenntt  ooff  EExxaammiinnaattiioonn::  FFoolllloowwiinngg  tthhee  ddeeffeennssee  ooff  tthhee  ffiirrsstt  tthhrreeee  cchhaapptteerrss  ooff  tthhee  

CCaappssttoonnee//DDiisssseerrttaattiioonn  pprroojjeecctt,,  eeaacchh  EExxaammiinnaattiioonn  CCoommmmiitttteeee  mmeemmbbeerr  sshhaallll  iinnddiivviidduuaallllyy  aassssiiggnn  aa  ggrraaddee  

ooff,,  PPaassss  oorr  NNoo  PPaassss  ttoo  tthhee  ssttuuddeennttôôss  ddeeffeennssee..  TThhee  CCoommmmiitttteeee  wwiillll  ccoonnvveennee  ttoo  aassssiiggnn  aann  oovveerraallll  ssccoorree  oorr  

PPaassss  oorr  NNoo  PPaassss  ttoo  tthhee  EExxaammiinnaattiioonn..  TThhee  ssttuuddeenntt  wwiillll  bbee  pprroovviiddeedd  aa  vveerrbbaall  aasssseessssmmeenntt  ooff  tthheeiirr  ddeeffeennssee  

bbyy  tthhee  EExxaammiinnaattiioonn  CCoommmmiitttteeee  aass  aa  wwhhoollee..    

  44..  PPoolliiccyy  oonn  rreettaakkiinngg  eexxaammiinnaattiioonn::  SSttuuddeennttss  nnoott  rreecceeiivviinngg  aa  ppaassssiinngg  ssccoorree  mmaayy  rreettaakkee  tthhee  eexxaammiinnaattiioonn  

aafftteerr  ccoommpplleettiioonn  ooff  aa  rreemmeeddiiaall  ccoouurrssee  ooff  aaccttiioonn  ddeevveellooppeedd  bbyy  tthhee  ccoommmmiitttteeee..  TThhee  sseeccoonndd  eexxaammiinnaattiioonn  

wwiillll  bbee  tthhee  ffiinnaall  ooppppoorrttuunniittyy  ffoorr  tthhee  ssttuuddeenntt  ttoo  ffuullffiillll  tthhee  rreeqquuiirreemmeennttss  ffoorr  tthhee  HHSSMM  PPhhaassee  IIII  EExxaammiinnaattiioonn  

aanndd  mmuusstt  bbee  ccoommpplleetteedd  bbeettwweeeenn  66  aanndd  1188  mmoonntthhss  aafftteerr  tthhee  ffiirrsstt  eexxaammiinnaattiioonn  ssccoorreess  aarree  rreeppoorrtteedd  ttoo  tthhee  

ssttuuddeenntt..  

  55..  AAppppeeaallss  PPoolliiccyy::  SSttuuddeennttss  ffaaiilliinngg  tthhee  sseeccoonndd  eexxaammiinnaattiioonn  hhaavvee  tthhee  pprreerrooggaattiivvee  ttoo  aappppeeaall  tthhee  ddeecciissiioonn  ttoo  

tthhee  DDeeaann  ooff  tthhee  CCoolllleeggee  ooff  PPuubblliicc  HHeeaalltthh  aanndd  tthhaatt  aappppeeaall  wwiillll  bbee  hhaannddlleedd  iinn  aaccccoorrddaannccee  wwiitthh  CCoolllleeggee  

ppoolliicciieess..  

  

  

  

DDeeppaarrttmmeenntt  ooff  PPrreevveennttiivvee  MMeeddiicciinnee  aanndd  EEnnvviirroonnmmeennttaall  HHeeaalltthh::  

  
1. Composition of the Examination Committee: The studentôs Capstone Committee shall serve as the 

Examination Committee.  
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2. Preparation:  
The student will work closely with the committee chair and other committee members to craft a succinct, 
well-written proposal. When the proposal is sufficiently developed, the chair, with approval of other 
committee members, will schedule the Phase II examination.  
The student will provide the proposal to the Examination Committee no less than 14 days prior to the date 
of the examination. The proposal submitted by the student should include the following:  

1. Literature review/background  
2. Significance of the proposed project 
3. Specific aim(s) and/or hypotheses/research question(s)  
4. Proposed methods, including study design, sample size, sampling technique(s), reliability and 

validity of measurements,  and proposed analysis techniques and/or laboratory techniques,  
including data analysis using appropriate statistical applications  

5. Detailed timeline, including start and end dates for each major activity  
6. Expected results and potential problems encountered, plus possible solutions 
7. Limitations of the proposed study 
8. Implications of the outcomes for public health practice 
9. Human subjects/animal care protections/biohazards 
10. Reference list 
11. Appendices (such as data collection instruments) 

 
3. Nature of the Examination:  

The examination will generally last between 60 and 90 minutes. The student will provide 10 to 15 minutes 
overview of the proposal at the beginning of the examination. The examination shall be oral, and shall 
focus on the following two components: 
 

a. The contents of the proposal submitted by the student. 
b. Other aspects of scientific knowledge relevant to the successful completion of the capstone as 

deemed appropriate by the committee members, including questions that assess the depth and 
breadth of the studentôs knowledge and understanding of scientific inquiry and advanced principles 
of public health, particularly as it relates to Occupational and/or Environmental Health and the 
studentôs topic capstone.  
With the exception of the capstone draft above, the student will not rely on any outside notes, 
materials, references, etc., during the examination. After completion of the examination, the student 
will leave the room and the committee will deliberate a grade. 
 

4. Grading:   
Each member of the Capstone Committee will evaluate the studentôs answers based on a grade of ñpassò 
or ñno pass.ò For the student to receive a passing grade on the Phase II examination, the majority of the 
committee members must vote ñpass.ò The student will be provided with a verbal assessment of his or her 
performance on the examination. 
If the student does not pass, the committee chair, working with committee members and the department 
chair, will arrange for a second Phase II examination. This repeat examination must be completed between 
three and 12 months after the date of the first Phase II examination.  
 

5. Appeals Policy:  
Should the student fail on the second examination attempt, an appeal can be made to the dean of the 
College of Public Health and handled in accordance with all relevant college policies.  
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CCaappssttoonnee  oorr  DDiisssseerrttaattiioonn  OOppttiioonn  
 
Following completion of the Qualifying Examination all candiates  for the DrPH degree will complete a major 
project referred to as a Capstone.  The capstone project is a problem solving or research requirement 
designed as the final integrative component of the curriculum, and is intended to build upon the antecedent 
foundation of course and field work.  The capstone project is an applied, independent, original, and demanding 
project that has the potential to advance professional practice in the student's public health discipline.  The 
project will address a public health problem solving or research topic demonstrating appropriate intellectual 
rigor and capability as an integrative activity.  These projects may be linked to the students required doctoral 
fieldwork practica; however, this is not a requirement.  It is anticipated that the problem-based project will be 
the predominant method of completing this requirement, although in consultation with faculty, some students 
may choose a more theory-oriented model more closely resembling a traditional PhD.doctoral dissertation 
 
A doctoral committee consisting of College of Public Health and other university professors will judge the 
written capstone project.  Students may also include public health professionals on the committee as 
appropriate.  Following committee approval of the written product, the final requirement to earn the DrPH 
degree is an oral examination/presentation to be conducted by the committee at a publicly announced session.  
The oral examination is both a final evaluation by the committee and an opportunity to share findings with the 
College's faculty, students, and interested public health practitioners.  
 

AA  ttrraaddiittiioonnaall  DDiisssseerrttaattiioonn  ooppttiioonn  wwiillll  bbee  aavvaaiillaabbllee  bbaasseedd  oonn  aa  ssttuuddeennttôôss  pprrooffeessssiioonnaall  aanndd//oorr  ccaarreeee  ggooaallss  aanndd  iinn  

ccoonnssuullttaattiioonn  wwiitthh  ffaaccuullttyy  mmeennttoorrss  ffrroomm  tthhee  ssttuuddeennttôôss  aarreeaa  ooff  ccoonncceennttrraattiioonn..    TThhee  DDiisssseerrttaattiioonn  ooppttiioonn  ffoorr  tthhee  

DDrrPPHH  wwiillll  cclloosseellyy  ffoollllooww  tthhee  gguuiiddeelliinneess  sseett  bbyy  tthhee  ggrraadduuaattee  sscchhooooll  ffoorr  tthhee  PPhhDD  aanndd  wwiillll  bbee  cchhaarraacctteerriizzrrdd  bbyy  

oorriiggiinnaall  rreesseeaarrcchh  oorr  sseeoonnddaarryy  ddaattaa  aannaallyyssiiss  ffrroomm  nnaattiioonnaall  ddaattaa  sseettss,,  aanndd  mmaayy  iinncclluuddee  ssuubbjjeecctt  mmaatttteerr  aanndd  

qquuaannttiittaattiivvee  oorr  qquuaalliittaattiivvee  eexxppeerrttiissee  ffrroomm  ffaaccuullttyy  sscchhoollaarrss  oouuttssiiddee  tthhee  CCoolllleeggee  ooff  PPuubblliicc  HHeeaalltthh..  
 

A separate detailed DrPH Capstone Manual (Appendix II) addresses process and style for the DrPH degree 
capstone requirement. 
 

CCaappssttoonnee  OOuuttlliinnee  aanndd  GGuuiiddeelliinneess  
  

TThhee  ffoolllloowwiinngg  oouuttlliinnee  aanndd  gguuiiddaannccee  aarree  pprroovviiddeedd  ttoo  ggiivvee  yyoouu  aa  sseennssee  ooff  hhooww  ttoo  oorrggaanniizzee  aanndd  pprreesseenntt  yyoouurr  

ccaappssttoonnee  ssttuuddyy..  DDeeppeennddiinngg  oonn  yyoouurr  ttooppiicc  aanndd  ssttuuddyy  ddeessiiggnn  ssoommee  ppooiinnttss  nnootteedd  bbeellooww  mmaayy  nnoott  bbee  aapppplliiccaabbllee..  

YYoouu  sshhoouulldd  aadddd  oorr  mmooddiiffyy  sseeccttiioonnss  iinn  wwaayyss  tthhaatt  bbeesstt  ccoommmmuunniiccaattee  yyoouurr  ssttuuddyy..  TThhee  ssuubb--ppooiinnttss  bbeellooww  aarree  nnoott  

nneecceessssaarriillyy  sseeppaarraatteellyy  llaabbeelleedd  sseeccttiioonnss;;  yyoouu  mmaayy  ccoommbbiinnee  oorr  ssyynntthheessiizzee  vvaarriioouuss  ssuubb--ppooiinnttss  uunnddeerr  aa  ggeenneerraall  

hheeaaddiinngg..  TThhiiss  oouuttlliinnee  sshhoouulldd  pprroovviiddee  aa  ssyysstteemmaattiicc  wwaayy  ttoo  oorrggaanniizzee  yyoouurr  tthhiinnkkiinngg  aanndd  wwrriittiinngg..  TThhee  kkeeyy  iiss  ttoo  

aaddddrreessss  tthhee  ppooiinnttss  iinn  aa  lliitteerraarryy  ssttyyllee..  

  

TTiittllee::  DDeevveelloopp  aa  ggeenneerraall  ffooccuuss  aass  aa  wwoorrkkiinngg  ttiittllee  aanndd  rreeffiinnee  iitt  wwhheenn  tthhee  pprrooppoossaall  iiss  ccoommpplleetteedd..  TThhee  ttiittllee  mmaayy  

nneeeedd  aaddjjuussttmmeenntt  wwhheenn  tthhee  ccaappssttoonnee  iiss  nneeaarrllyy  ccoommpplleetteedd..          

  

II..  IInnttrroodduuccttiioonn  --  TThhee  rreeaassoonnss  ffoorr  uunnddeerrttaakkiinngg  tthhee  ccaappssttoonnee  eeffffoorrtt  aarree  eexxppllaaiinneedd  iinn  cchhaapptteerr  oonnee..  AA  cclleeaarr  aanndd  

ccoonncciissee  ssttaatteemmeenntt  ooff  tthhee  pprroobblleemm((ss))  ttoo  bbee  iinnvveessttiiggaatteedd,,  ssiittuuaattiioonn  ttoo  bbee  eexxpplloorreedd,,  oorr  ggooaall  ttoo  bbee  aacchhiieevveedd  

bbaasseedd  oonn  aann  iiddeennttiiffiiccaattiioonn  ooff  nneeeedd  iiss  pprreesseenntteedd..  TThhee  pprroobblleemm  iiss  ddeeffiinneedd  iinn  ssppeecciiffiicc  tteerrmmss..  HHyyppootthheesseess  aanndd  

rreesseeaarrcchh  qquueessttiioonnss  aarree  iinnddiiccaatteedd..  BBee  ssuurree  ttoo  ddeemmoonnssttrraattee  tthhaatt  tthhee  pprroobblleemm  iiss  rreelleevvaanntt  ttoo  PPuubblliicc  HHeeaalltthh,,  aanndd  

lleennddss  iittsseellff  ttoo  aa  ggiivveenn  ttiimmeeffrraammee..  RReelleevvaanntt  tteerrmmss  mmaayy  nneeeedd  ttoo  bbee  ddeeffiinneedd..  

  

  AA..  IInnttrroodduuccttoorryy  PPaarraaggrraapphh((ss))//ppaaggeess  ïï  iinnttrroodduuccee  tthhee  rreeaaddeerr  ttoo  tthhee  ssiittuuaattiioonn..  

BB..  PPrroobblleemm  SSttaatteemmeenntt  ïï  EExxppllaaiinn  tthhee  bbaassiicc  ddiiffffiiccuullttyy,,  aarreeaa  ooff  ccoonncceerrnn,,  ffeelltt  nneeeedd  aanndd//oorr  ggooaall((ss))  ttoo  bbee  

aacchhiieevveedd..    

CC..  PPuurrppoossee  ooff  tthhee  CCaappssttoonnee  ïï  ggooaall  oorriieenntteedd  eemmpphhaassiizziinngg  pprraaccttiiccaall  oouuttccoommeess  tthhaatt  ññmmaayyòò  ooccccuurr..  

DD..  RReesseeaarrcchh  QQuueessttiioonn((ss))  ïï  ccoonncciisseellyy  iiddeennttiiffyy  tthhee  qquueessttiioonn((ss))  ttoo  bbee  aannsswweerreedd  oorr  iinnvveessttiiggaatteedd..  

EE..  RReesseeaarrcchh  HHyyppootthheesseess  --  iiff  aapppplliiccaabbllee..  
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FF..  RReelleevvaannccee,,  IImmppoorrttaannccee,,  oorr  SSiiggnniiffiiccaannccee  ooff  yyoouurr  ssttuuddyy  ïï  iiddeennttiiffyy  tthhee  ddeessiirreedd  oouuttccoommeess  ((rreelleevvaannccee,,  

nneeeeddððtthhiiss  mmaayy  oovveerrllaapp  wwiitthh  tthhee  ssttaatteemmeenntt  ooff  pprroobblleemm..  IInn  ddeessccrriibbiinngg  yyoouurr  rreesseeaarrcchh    iinnddiiccaattee  wwhhyy  iitt  iiss  

iimmppoorrttaanntt((ee..gg..,,  iitt  aaddddrreesssseess  aa  ggaapp  iinn  tthhee  lliitteerraattuurree,,  eexxtteennddss  eexxiissttiinngg  rreesseeaarrcchh  iinn  ssoommee  wwaayy,,  eellaabboorraatteess  

oonn  eexxiissttiinngg  rreesseeaarrcchh  bbyy  ttaakkiinngg  aannootthheerr  aannggllee  oonn  tthhee  ssaammee  pprroobblleemm,,  eettcc..))  

GG..  LLiimmiittaattiioonnss  aanndd  DDeelliimmiittaattiioonnss  ooff  tthhee  SSttuuddyy..  AA  LLiimmiittaattiioonn  iiss  aa  ffaaccttoorr  tthhaatt  mmaayy  aaffffeecctt  tthhee  ssttuuddyy  bbuutt  iiss  

nnoott  uunnddeerr  yyoouurr  ccoonnttrrooll,,  ii..ee..  llaacckk  ooff  ggeenneerraalliizzaabbiilliittyy..  DDeelliimmiittaattiioonn  iiss  aa  ffaaccttoorr  uunnddeerr  yyoouurr  ccoonnttrrooll,,  wwhhiicchh  yyoouu  

hhaavvee  cchhoosseenn  ttoo  iimmppoossee  ttoo  mmaakkee  tthhee  ssttuuddyy  mmaannaaggeeaabbllee,,  ii..ee..  nnaarrrroowwiinngg  tthhee  ffooccuuss..  

HH..  DDeeffiinniittiioonn  ooff  TTeerrmmss  --  llaarrggeellyy  ccoonncceeppttuuaall  hheerree  wwiitthh  cciittaattiioonnss;;  ooppeerraattiioonnaall  ddeeffiinniittiioonnss  mmaayy  ffoollllooww  iinn  

MMeetthhooddoollooggyy  CChhaapptteerr..  

II..  AAddvvaannccee  OOrrggaanniizzeerr  ffoorr  tthhee  CCaappssttoonnee  ïï  IInncclluuddee  aann  eexxppllaannaattiioonn  ttoo  tthhee  rreeaaddeerr  ooff  tthhee  sseeqquueennttiiaall  llooggiicc  ooff  

tthhee  CChhaapptteerrss  oorr  SSeeccttiioonnss,,  ii..ee..  wwhhaatt  hhaappppeennss  aass  yyoouu  mmoovvee  ffrroomm  CChhaapptteerr  II  ttoo  IIII  ttoo  IIIIII  ttoo  IIVV,,  eettcc..  wwhhaatt  ccaann  

tthhee  rreeaaddeerr  eexxppeecctt  ttoo  sseeee  iinn  eeaacchh  cchhaapptteerr??  

  

NNoottee::  UUssuuaallllyy  iitt  iiss  bbeesstt  ttoo  sskkeettcchh  oouutt  tthhee  IInnttrroodduuccttiioonn  iinn  tthhee  bbeeggiinnnniinngg  ooff  tthhee  pprrooppoossaall  wwrriittiinngg  pprroocceessss,,  

tthheenn  llaatteerr  rreevviissee//ccoommpplleettee  iitt  wwhheenn  tthhee  pprrooppoossaall  iiss  ffiinniisshheedd  ttoo  aaccccuurraatteellyy  rreefflleecctt  wwhhaatt  iiss  aaccttuuaallllyy  IINN  tthhee  

pprrooppoossaall  wwhheenn  iitt  iiss  ffiinniisshheedd..  

  

IIII..  LLiitteerraattuurree  RReevviieeww  --  TThhiiss  cchhaapptteerr  oorr  sseeccttiioonn  bbeeggiinnss  wwiitthh  aann  iinnttrroodduuccttiioonn  tthhaatt  eexxppllaaiinnss  tthhee  ppuurrppoossee  ooff  tthhee  

lliitteerraattuurree  rreevviieeww  aanndd  hhooww  iitt  wwaass  ccoonndduucctteedd,,  aanndd  ccoonncclluuddeess  wwiitthh  aa  ssuummmmaarryy..  TThhee  lliitteerraattuurree  rreevviieeww  sshhoouulldd  bbee  

ccaarreeffuullllyy  oorrggaanniizzeedd  bbyy  ssuubbjjeecctt  hheeaaddiinnggss,,  aanndd  tthhee  hheeaaddiinnggss  sshhoouulldd  mmiirrrroorr  tthhee  rreesseeaarrcchh  qquueessttiioonnss..  TThhee  

lliitteerraattuurree  rreevviieeww  eessttaabblliisshheess  aa  ccoonntteexxtt  ffoorr  tthhee  iinnvveessttiiggaattiioonn..  VVaarriioouuss  ssoouurrcceess  aarree  uusseedd  ttoo  iiddeennttiiffyy  iimmppoorrttaanntt  

pprreevviioouuss  wwoorrkkss..  SSiiggnniiffiiccaanntt  ffiinnddiinnggss  aanndd  mmaajjoorr  ccoonncclluussiioonnss  ffrroomm  cciitteedd  ssoouurrcceess  aarree  ccrriittiiccaallllyy  eevvaalluuaatteedd  aanndd  

iinntteerrpprreetteedd  iinn  tteerrmmss  ooff  tthheeiirr  iimmppaacctt  oonn  yyoouurr  pprreesseenntt  wwoorrkk..  EEaacchh  rreeffeerreennccee  mmuusstt  bbee  cciitteedd  aanndd  aa  ffuullll  rreeffeerreennccee  

lliisstt  pprroovviiddeedd  aatt  tthhee  eenndd  ooff  tthhee  ppaappeerr..  TThhiiss  sseeccttiioonn  ooff  aa  pprrooppoossaall  sshhoouulldd  llooookk  vveerryy  mmuucchh  lliikkee  yyoouurr  LLiitteerraattuurree  

RReevviieeww  CChhaapptteerr  iinn  yyoouurr  ffiinnaall  ccaappssttoonnee,,  aalltthhoouugghh  yyoouu  wwiillll  mmoosstt  cceerrttaaiinnllyy  aadddd  ttoo  tthhiiss  cchhaapptteerr  iiff  nneeww  

ffiinnddiinnggss//aarrttiicclleess  aarriissee  iinn  tthhee  ccoouurrssee  ooff  ccoommpplleettiinngg  yyoouurr  ccaappssttoonnee..  

  

AA..  IInnttrroodduuccttoorryy  PPaarraaggrraapphh((ss))  ïï  aaggaaiinn  pprreeppaarree  tthhee  rreeaaddeerr  ffoorr  wwhhaatt  iiss  ccoommiinngg  ïï  rreevveeaall  tthhee  oorrggaanniizzaattiioonn  ooff  

tthhee  cchhaapptteerr  tthhrroouugghh  aann  oovveerrvviieeww..  EExxppllaaiinn  wwhhaatt  ssoouurrcceess  yyoouu  rreevviieewweedd,,  hhooww  yyoouu  sseeaarrcchheedd  ffoorr  aavvaaiillaabbllee  

mmaatteerriiaallss,,  eettcc..  AAnn  eexxaammppllee::  

  

TThhee  ffoolllloowwiinngg  rreevviieeww  ooff  tthhee  lliitteerraattuurree  iiss  aa  ssuummmmaarryy  ooff  kkeeyy  ccoonncceeppttss  ffoouunnddaattiioonnaall  ttoo  uunnddeerrssttaannddiinngg  XX,,  YY  

aanndd//oorr  ZZ..  IItt  rreepprreesseennttss  tthheeoorreettiiccaall  aanndd  eemmppiirriiccaall  kknnoowwlleeddggee  ggaatthheerreedd  ffrroomm  tthhee  ddiisscciipplliinneess  ooff  ((iiddeennttiiffyy))..  

TThhee  wwoorrkkss  cciitteedd  aarree  ccoolllleecctteedd  ffrroomm  ((ffoorr  eexxaammppllee,,  bbooookkss,,  bbooookk  cchhaapptteerrss,,  ppuubblliisshheedd  aanndd  uunnppuubblliisshheedd  

jjoouurrnnaall  aarrttiicclleess,,  ccoonnffeerreennccee  ppaappeerrss,,  uunnppuubblliisshheedd  tthheesseess,,  aanndd  ddooccttoorraall  ddiisssseerrttaattiioonnss..))  TThhee  ddaattaabbaasseess  

aanndd  ssoouurrcceess  uusseedd  ttoo  iiddeennttiiffyy  tthhee  sscchhoollaarrllyy  lliitteerraattuurree  iinn  tthheessee  aarreeaass  iinncclluuddeedd  ((iiddeennttiiffyy,,  ee..gg..  MMeeddlliinnee  aanndd  

EERRIICC  ((TTiimmee  PPeerriioodd)),,  CCIINNHHAALL  ((11998855--22000066)),,  FFiirrsstt  SSeeaarrcchh,,  aanndd  PPssyyccIINNFFOO  ((11998844--22000066));;  aass  wweellll  aass  

ccoonnffeerreennccee  pprroocceeeeddiinnggss,,  ppaappeerrss,,  rreeppoorrttss,,  bbiibblliiooggrraapphhiieess,,  aanndd  rreeffeerreennccee  lliissttss..  TThhee  kkeeyy  wwoorrddss  aanndd  

pphhrraasseess  ffoorr  tthhee  sseeaarrcchheess  iinncclluuddee  ((lliisstt,,  ee..gg..  sseellff--aasssseessssmmeenntt,,  sseellff--eevvaalluuaattiioonn,,  mmeeddiiccaall  eedduuccaattiioonn,,  mmoorraall  

rreeaassoonniinngg,,  mmoorraall  ddeecciissiioonn--mmaakkiinngg,,  aanndd  ccooggnniittiivvee  mmoorraall  ddeevveellooppmmeenntt))..  AA  sseeccoonnddaarryy  rreevviieeww  ooff  wwrriittiinnggss  

rreeffeerreenncceedd  iinn  tthhee  bbiibblliiooggrraapphhiieess  ooff  kkeeyy  wwoorrkkss  aanndd  tthhoossee  rreeccoommmmeennddeedd  bbyy  eexxppeerrttss,,  ppeeeerrss,,  aanndd  

ccoolllleeaagguueess  aauuggmmeenntteedd  tthhee  pprroocceessss..    

  

TThhee  ffiirrsstt  ppoorrttiioonn  ooff  tthhee  cchhaapptteerr  ssuummmmaarriizzeess  tthhee  mmaajjoorr  rreevviieewwss  aanndd  mmeettaa--aannaallyysseess  oonn  ((yyoouurr  ttooppiicc)),,  

ffoolllloowweedd  bbyy  aa  ssyynntthheessiiss  ooff  tthhee  lliitteerraattuurree  ppuubblliisshheedd  ssiinnccee  11999900..  TThhiiss  sseeccttiioonn  ccoonncclluuddeess  wwiitthh  aa  ssuummmmaarryy  

ooff  tthhee  iimmpplliiccaattiioonnss  ooff  tthhee  rreesseeaarrcchh  ffoorr  ((yyoouurr  ttooppiicc))..  TThhee  sseeccoonndd  ppoorrttiioonn  ooff  tthhee  cchhaapptteerr  ddeessccrriibbeess  tthhee  

eemmppiirriiccaall  aanndd  tthheeoorreettiiccaall  bbaassiiss  ffoorr  ddooiinngg  rreesseeaarrcchh  ttoo  iinnvveessttiiggaattee  ((yyoouurr  rreesseeaarrcchh  ttooppiicc))..  FFiinnaallllyy,,  tthhee  

cchhaapptteerr  ccoonncclluuddeess  wwiitthh  aa  bbrriieeff  ddiissccuussssiioonn  ooff  tthhee  lliitteerraattuurree  ssuuppppoorrttiinngg  aa  rreellaattiioonnsshhiipp  bbeettwweeeenn  ((ee..gg..  mmoorraall  

rreeaassoonniinngg  aanndd  cclliinniiccaall  eexxcceelllleennccee  iinn  mmeeddiiccaall  eedduuccaattiioonn,,  rreessiiddeenntt  ttrraaiinniinngg,,  aanndd  mmeeddiiccaall  pprraaccttiiccee..  TThheessee  

wwoorrkkss  ffoorrmm  tthhee  bbaassiiss  ffoorr  uussiinngg  mmoorraall  rreeaassoonniinngg  aass  aa  ddoommaaiinn  ooff  iinntteerreesstt  ffoorr  aa  ssttuuddyy  tthhaatt  iinnvvoollvveess  wwaayyss  ttoo  

tteeaacchh  sseellff--aasssseessssmmeenntt  iinn  mmeeddiiccaall  eedduuccaattiioonn))..  

  

BB..  HHiissttoorriiccaall  BBaacckkggrroouunndd//OOvveerrvviieeww  ïï  pprreesseenntt  ppeerrttiinneenntt  iinnffoorrmmaattiioonn  ssoo  tthhaatt  tthhee  rreeaaddeerr  uunnddeerrssttaannddss  

ssoommeetthhiinngg  aabboouutt  tthhee  ccuurrrreenntt  nneeeeddss  aanndd  tthhee  ccoonntteexxtt  iinn  wwhhiicchh  yyoouurr  iinnvveessttiiggaattiioonn  iiss  hhaappppeenniinngg..  
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CC..  TThhee  tthheeoorryy//pprreevviioouuss  rreesseeaarrcchh  ssppeecciiffiicc  ttoo  tthhee  ttooppiicc  ïï  sseeccttiioonnss  oorr  ssuubbsseeccttiioonnss  sshhoouulldd  mmaattcchh  rreesseeaarrcchh  

qquueessttiioonnss..  

DD..  LLiitteerraattuurree  SSuummmmaarryy  ïï  DDeettaaiill  wwhhaatt  iiss  kknnoowwnn  aanndd  uunnkknnoowwnn  aabboouutt  tthhee  ttooppiicc  aanndd  eexxppllaaiinn  wwhhyy  tthhee  rreessuullttss  

mmaayy  nnoott  bbee  ccoommpplleettee  oorr  ssaattiissffaaccttoorryy..  

EE..  SSuummmmaarriizziinngg  aanndd  CCoonncclluuddiinngg  ppaarraaggrraapphh((ss))  --  eexxppllaaiinn  aaggaaiinn  iinn  aa  ddiiffffeerreenntt  wwaayy  wwhhaatt  yyoouurr  ccaappssttoonnee  wwiillll  

aadddd  ttoo  tthhee  ffiieelldd..  

  

TTrryy  ttoo  iinncclluuddee  lliitteerraattuurree  tthhaatt  rreefflleeccttss::  ((11))  hhiissttoorriiccaall  ppeerrssppeeccttiivveess  oonn  tthhee  pprroobblleemm  ((eeaarrllyy  wwoorrkkss  aass  wweellll  aass  nneeww  

ffiinnddiinnggss));;  ((22))  aarreeaass  ooff  rreesseeaarrcchh  tthhaatt  rreellaattee  ttoo  aanndd  ffrraammee  yyoouurr  iinntteerreessttss//qquueessttiioonnss;;  ((33))  ccoonncceeppttss  aanndd  tthheeoorriieess  

rreelleevvaanntt  ttoo  yyoouurr  wwoorrkk;;  aanndd  ((44))  ssuummmmaarriizzee  tthhee  rreesseeaarrcchh  wwiitthh  ppaarrttiiccuullaarr  aatttteennttiioonn  ttoo  tteelllliinngg  tthhee  rreeaaddeerr  wwhhaatt  tthhee  

lliitteerraattuurree  tteellllss  yyoouu  aanndd  wwhhaatt  iiss  mmiissssiinngg//llaacckkiinngg  ïï  aanndd  hhooww  tthheessee  iinnssiigghhttss  ffrraammee  tthhee  nneeww  kknnoowwlleeddggee  yyoouu  hhooppee  ttoo  

eelluucciiddaattee  iinn  yyoouu  ccaappssttoonnee..      

  

IIIIII..  MMeetthhooddoollooggyy  --  TThhiiss  cchhaapptteerr  ddeettaaiillss,,  tthhee  wwaayyss  iinn  wwhhiicchh  yyoouurr  iinnvveessttiiggaattiioonn  wwiillll  bbee  ccoonndduucctteedd..  EEaacchh  sstteepp  iinn  

iimmpplleemmeennttiinngg  tthhee  iinnqquuiirryy  iiss  iinnddiiccaatteedd,,  aass  wweellll  aass  aa  pprrooppoosseedd  sscchheedduullee  ((iiff  iitt  iiss  aa  ccaappssttoonnee  pprrooppoossaall))..  TThhee  

ddiissccuussssiioonn  sshhoouulldd  bbee  ssuuffffiicciieennttllyy  ddeettaaiilleedd  ttoo  ppeerrmmiitt  rreepplliiccaattiioonn  bbyy  ssoommee  oonnee  eellssee..  SSttrraatteeggiieess  ttoo  eennssuurree  

rreelliiaabbiilliittyy  aanndd  vvaalliiddiittyy  aarree  eexxppllaaiinneedd  aanndd  rreeaassoonnss  wwhhyy  tthhee  mmeetthhoodd  sseelleecctteedd  sshhoouulldd  yyiieelldd  aannsswweerrss  ttoo  tthhee  

ssttaatteedd  pprroobblleemm  aarree  eexxppllaaiinneedd..  BBee  cclleeaarr  aanndd  tthhoorroouugghh  iinn  tthhee  eexxppllaannaattiioonn  ooff  tthhee  cchhoosseenn  rreesseeaarrcchh  mmeetthhoodd..  

TThhee  mmeetthhoodd,,  ssttaattiissttiiccaall  tteecchhnniiqquueess,,  ppuurrppoossee  ooff  tthhee  ssttuuddyy,,  rreesseeaarrcchh  qquueessttiioonnss,,  hhyyppootthheesseess,,  aanndd  ttiittllee  ooff  tthhee  

ddiisssseerrttaattiioonn  mmuusstt  aallll  aalliiggnn!!  YYoouu  aarree  ttoo  ffuullllyy  ddeessccrriibbee  aanndd  iilllluussttrraattee  ((wwiitthh  ddiiggiittaall  pphhoottooss,,  ggrraapphhiiccss,,  eettcc..))  tthhee  

eennvviirroonnmmeenntt  tthhaatt  wwiillll  ccoonnssttiittuuttee  yyoouurr  iinntteerrvveennttiioonn  oorr  rreesseeaarrcchh  pprroocceessss..  

  

AA..  IInnttrroodduuccttoorryy  PPaarraaggrraapphh((ss))  --  oorrggaanniizzaattiioonn  ooff  tthhee  cchhaapptteerr  ïï  oovveerrvviieeww  

BB..  RReesseeaarrcchh  MMeetthhooddoollooggyy  ïï  iinnddiiccaattee  tthhee  ttyyppee  ooff  ssttuuddyy  ((qquuaannttiittaattiivvee,,  qquuaalliittaattiivvee,,  oorr  mmiixxeedd  mmeetthhooddss))  aanndd  

aarrttiiccuullaattee  aaggaaiinn  yyoouurr  rreesseeaarrcchh  qquueessttiioonnss  ((VVeerryy  IImmppoorrttaanntt))  aanndd  nnuullll  hhyyppootthheesseess  iiff  nneeeeddeedd..  WWhheenn  yyoouu  aarree  

ddoonnee  tthheessee  wwiillll  bbee  rreefflleecctteedd  iinn  yyoouurr  iinnttrroodduuccttoorryy  sseeccttiioonn//cchhaapptteerr..  AArrttiiccuullaattee  wwhhaatt  yyoouu  hhooppee  ttoo  ffiinndd  oouutt  bbyy  

ddooiinngg  tthhee  ssttuuddyy,,  aanndd  iitt  iiss  nniiccee  ttoo  rreemmiinndd  tthhee  rreeaaddeerr  bbrriieeffllyy  wwhhyy  tthhiiss  ssttuuddyy  iiss  iimmppoorrttaanntt  bbaasseedd  oonn  yyoouurr  

lliitteerraattuurree  rreevviieeww..  DDeessccrriibbee  yyoouurr  ddeessiiggnn,,  ee..gg..,,  ccoorrrreellaattiioonnaall,,  ccoommppaarraattiivvee,,  ddeessccrriippttiivvee,,  eettcc..  ðð  eexxppllaaiinn  yyoouurr  

vvaarriiaabblleess  ooff  aannaallyyssiiss  hheerree..  

CC..  PPaarrttiicciippaannttss//SSuubbjjeeccttss,,  PPooppuullaattiioonn,,  aanndd//oorr  SSaammppllee  --  DDeeffiinnee  vveerryy  ssppeecciiffiiccaallllyy  tthhee  ppooppuullaattiioonn,,  hhooww  aanndd  

wwhhyy  iitt  wwaass  sseelleecctteedd  oorr  wwhhoo  wwiillll  ppaarrttiicciippaattee,,  aanndd  hhooww  yyoouu  wwiillll  eelliicciitt  ppaarrttiicciippaattiioonn..  

DD..  PPrroocceedduurreess  ïï  FFuullllyy  aanndd  ccaarreeffuullllyy  ddeessccrriibbee  wwhhaatt  yyoouu  wwiillll  ddoo  ïï  wwhhaatt  wwiillll  tthhee  iinntteerrvveennttiioonn  bbee  oorr  ddaattaa  

ggaatthheerriinngg  tteecchhnniiqquueess,,  WWiillll  yyoouu  bbee  oobbsseerrvviinngg  iinn  tthhee  ffiieelldd,,  ssuurrvveeyyiinngg,,  iinntteerrvviieewwiinngg,,  eettcc..    

EE..  IInnssttrruummeennttaattiioonn  ïï  RReellaatteedd  ddiirreeccttllyy  ttoo  DD..  aabboovvee,,  pprroovviiddee  rreeaassoonnaabbllyy  aaccccuurraattee  ddaattaa  ggaatthheerriinngg  

iinnssttrruummeennttss,,  iinncclluuddee  hhooww  aanndd  wwhhyy  tthheeyy  wweerree  ddeessiiggnneedd  aass  tthheeyy  aarree..  IInncclluuddee  ccoommpplleettee  iinnssttrruuccttiioonnss  ttoo  

ssuubbjjeeccttss  oorr  ddaattaa  ccoolllleeccttiioonn  aanndd  rreeccoorrddiinngg  tteecchhnniiqquueess..  YYoouu  wwiillll  nneeeedd  tthhiiss  ffoorr  IInnssttiittuuttiioonnaall  RReevviieeww  BBooaarrdd  

((IIRRBB))  aapppprroovvaall,,  ee..gg..  tteessttss,,  mmeeaassuurreess,,  oobbsseerrvvaattiioonnss,,  ssccaalleess,,  aanndd  qquueessttiioonnnnaaiirreess  --ppllaaccee  ffiinnaall  vveerrssiioonn  iinn  

aappppeennddiixx  

FF..  DDaattaa  AAnnaallyyssiiss  ïï  ddiissccuussss  yyoouurr  aannaallyyssiiss  ïï  yyoouu  sshhoouulldd  iinncclluuddee  aa  ddiissccuussssiioonn  ooff  tthhee  aannaallyyttiicc  aapppprrooaacchh  ffoorr  

eeaacchh  iinnssttrruummeenntt//pprroottooccooll  iiff  mmoorree  tthhaann  oonnee  iiss  uusseedd..  DDeessccrriibbee  yyoouurr  ssttaattiissttiiccaall  aannaallyyssiiss  oorr  qquuaalliittaattiivvee  

aannaallyyssiiss  iinn  ddeettaaiill  aanndd  eexxppllaaiinn  wwhhyy  yyoouu  bbeelliieevvee  yyoouurr  sseelleeccttiioonn  iiss  aapppprroopprriiaattee..  BBee  ssuurree  ttoo  nnoottee  aannyy  

rreelliiaabbiilliittyy  aanndd  vvaalliiddiittyy  iissssuueess  aanndd  hhooww  yyoouu  aatttteemmpptteedd  ttoo  ccoonnttrrooll  ffoorr  tthheemm..  

KK..  SSuummmmaarryy  ooff  MMeetthhooddoollooggyy  

  

IIVV..  RReessuullttss  ïï  FFrroomm  tthhiiss  ppooiinntt  oonn  yyoouu  aarree  nnoott  cciittiinngg  ootthheerr  ssoouurrcceess  bbuutt  rreeffeerrrriinngg  ssppeecciiffiiccaallllyy  ttoo  tthhee  iinnffoorrmmaattiioonn  

aanndd  ddaattaa  yyoouu  oobbttaaiinneedd  tthhrroouugghh  tthhee  iimmpplleemmeennttaattiioonn  ooff  yyoouurr  mmeetthhooddoollooggyy  

  

AA..  IInnttrroodduuccttiioonn  ïï  TTeellll  tthhee  rreeaaddeerr  hhooww  tthhee  cchhaapptteerr  wwiillll  uunnffoolldd..  

BB..  DDaattaa  AAnnaallyyssiiss  --  GGiivvee  ddeessccrriippttiivvee  ssttaattiissttiiccss  ffiirrsstt  ((ppeerrcceennttaaggeess,,  ffrreeqquueenncciieess;;  ddeessccrriibbee  ppaarrttiicciippaannttss  aanndd  tthhee  

qquuaalliittyy  ooff  tthheeiirr  rreessppoonnsseess))..  

CC  AAnnsswweerr  yyoouurr  RReesseeaarrcchh  QQuueessttiioonnss//NNuullll  HHyyppootthheesseess  --  QQuuaannttiittaattiivvee//QQuuaalliittaattiivvee  oonnee  aatt  aa  ttiimmee  --  

FFiinnddiinnggss  aarree  pprreesseenntteedd  iinn  ttaabblleess  oorr  cchhaarrttss  wwhheenn  aapppprroopprriiaattee..  

  DD..  IInntteerrpprreettaattiioonn  --  ttiiee  ttooggeetthheerr  ffiinnddiinnggss  iinn  rreellaattiioonn  ttoo  yyoouurr  rreevviieeww  ooff  tthhee  lliitteerraattuurree,,  aanndd  ppuurrppoossee  ooff  tthhee  

ccaappssttoonnee..  

  EE..  RReessuullttss  SSuummmmaarryy  --  rreevviieeww  ooff  ssttuuddyy  ffiinnddiinnggss..  
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VV..  SSUUMMMMAARRYY,,  CCOONNCCLLUUSSIIOONNSS,,  RREECCOOMMMMEENNDDAATTIIOONNSS  

  AA..  AAnnaallyyssiiss  ooff  DDaattaa  --  bbrriieeffllyy  ssuummmmaarriizzee  yyoouurr  ttooppiicc  &&  ffiinnddiinnggss  ppoorrttiioonn  ooff  CChhaapptteerr  IIVV..  

  BB..  CCoonncclluussiioonnss  

  CC..  IImmpplliiccaattiioonnss  --  aanndd  ccoonnttrriibbuuttiioonnss      

  DD..  RReeccoommmmeennddaattiioonnss  --  pprraaccttiiccaall  ssuuggggeessttiioonnss  ffoorr  tthhee  iimmpplleemmeennttaattiioonn  ooff  yyoouurr  ffiinnddiinnggss,,  ccoonndduuccttiinngg  

aaddddiittiioonnaall  rreesseeaarrcchh,,  oorr  rreepplliiccaattiinngg  yyoouurr  ssttuuddyy..  

  EE..  SSuummmmaarryy  --  ooff  tthhee  eennttiirree  ddooccuummeenntt..  

  

CCAAPPSSTTOONNEE  WWRRIITTIINNGG  GGUUIIDDEELLIINNEESS::    
  

11..  TThhee  ccaappssttoonnee  ppaappeerr  sshhoouulldd  cclleeaarrllyy  bbee  aa  sscchhoollaarrllyy  ccoonnttrriibbuuttiioonn  ttoo  ppuubblliicc  hheeaalltthh..  IItt  iiss  NNOOTT  ssiimmppllyy  aa  tteerrmm  

ppaappeerr..  FFoorr  tthhiiss  rreeaassoonn,,  yyoouu  sshhoouulldd  ffeeeell  ppaassssiioonnaatteellyy  aabboouutt  yyoouurr  ttooppiicc  aanndd  bbee  wwiilllliinngg  ttoo  ddeevveelloopp  iitt  aass  aa  

ppuubblliisshhaabbllee  mmaannuussccrriipptt..    

22..  TThhee  ccaappssttoonnee  pprrooppoossaall  mmuusstt  pprreesseenntt  mmoorree  tthhaann  jjuusstt  aa  ggeenneerraall  ttooppiicc..  DDiissccuussss  yyoouurr  ttooppiicc  aanndd  ggeenneerraall  sseennssee  

ooff  ddiirreeccttiioonn  wwiitthh  yyoouurr  aaddvviissoorr  oorr  ppootteennttiiaall  cchhaaiirr  aanndd  tthheenn  ddoo  yyoouurr  iinniittiiaall  rreesseeaarrcchh  aanndd  ppllaannnniinngg..  TThhee  ccoonncceeppttss  

iinn  tthhee  ffiirrsstt  tthhrreeee  cchhaapptteerrss  aabboovvee  sshhoouulldd  bbee  aaddddrreesssseedd  iinn  yyoouurr  pprrooppoossaall,,  ppaarrttiiccuullaarrllyy  tthhee  mmeetthhooddoollooggyy  

cchhaapptteerr  mmuusstt  bbee  pprreesseenntteedd  ssoo  tthhaatt  mmeemmbbeerrss  ooff  tthhee  ccoommmmiitttteeee  ccaann  mmaakkee  aann  iinnffoorrmmeedd  ddeecciissiioonn  aabboouutt  

ppaarrttiicciippaattiioonn  oonn  yyoouurr  ccoommmmiitttteeee  aanndd  hhaavvee  aa  cclleeaarr  iiddeeaa  ooff  wwhhaatt  tthhee  ccaappssttoonnee  eeffffoorrtt  wwiillll  eennttaaiill..  TThhee  mmoorree  

ccoommpplleettee  yyoouu  ccaann  mmaakkee  tthheessee  cchhaapptteerrss;;  tthhee  eeaassiieerr  iitt  wwiillll  bbee  ttoo  ggaaiinn  tthhee  bbuuyy--iinn  ooff  ccoommmmiitttteeee  mmeemmbbeerrss  aanndd  

tthhee  mmoorree  hheellppffuull  tthheeyy  wwiillll  bbee..  IItt  iiss  ddiiffffiiccuulltt  ffoorr  ccoommmmiitttteeee  mmeemmbbeerrss  ttoo  pprroovviiddee  mmeeaanniinnggffuull  ffeeeeddbbaacckk  aanndd  iinnppuutt  

wwhheenn  tthhee  pprrooppoossaall  iiss  vveerryy  ggeenneerraall  aanndd  vvaagguuee..  

33..  CCaappssttoonnee  ccoommmmiitttteeee  cchhaaiirrss  iinnssiisstt  tthhaatt  tthhee  ddooccuummeenntt  bbee  aass  ccoommpplleettee  aass  ppoossssiibbllee  bbeeffoorree  sshhaarriinngg  wwiitthh  tthhee  

ootthheerr  ccoommmmiitttteeee  mmeemmbbeerrss..  TThheeyy  sshhoouulldd  rreecceeiivvee  aa  ddrraafftt  tthhaatt  iiss  aass  wweellll  wwrriitttteenn  aass  yyoouu  ccaann  ppoossssiibbllyy  mmaakkee  iitt..  

44..  CChhaaiirrss  oorr  ccoommmmiitttteeee  mmeemmbbeerrss  eexxppeecctt  tthhaatt  aannyy  ddrraafftt  ssuubbmmiitttteedd  iiss  aass  ccoommpplleettee  aanndd  wweellll  wwrriitttteenn  aass  yyoouu  ccaann  

mmaakkee  iitt..  DDoo  nnoott  ssuubbmmiitt  wwoorrkk  tthhaatt  iiss  iinnccoommpplleettee  oorr  llaacckkiinngg  iinn  rreeffiinneemmeenntt  wwiitthh  tthhee  hhooppee  tthhaatt  tthhee  rreevviieeww  

pprroocceessss  wwiillll  pprroovviiddee  rreewwrriitteess  aanndd  eeddiittiinngg  ttoo  ccoonnvveerrtt  iitt  ttoo  aa  ppoolliisshheedd  ddooccuummeenntt..  

55..  IIii  iiss  uunnddeerrssttoooodd  tthhaatt  yyoouu  wwaanntt  ttoo  ccoommpplleettee  tthhee  ccaappssttoonnee  rreeqquuiirreemmeenntt  iinn  aa  ttiimmeellyy  mmaannnneerr;;  tthheerreeffoorree,,  cchhaaiirrss  

wwiillll  wwoorrkk  wwiitthh  yyoouu  ttoo  mmeeeett  ddeeaaddlliinneess..  HHoowweevveerr,,  tthheeyy  wwiillll  nnoott  bbee  hheelldd  hhoossttaaggee  ttoo  yyoouurr  ddeeaaddlliinneess..  AAlloonngg  tthhee  

lliinneess  ooff  tthhee  oolldd  HHaaiinneess  ccoommmmeerrcciiaall::  óóIItt  iissnnôôtt  rreeaaddyy  uunnttiill  tthhee  cchhaaiirr  ssaayyss  iitt  iiss  rreeaaddyy..ôô  IIff  yyoouu  mmaakkee  tthhee  eeffffoorrtt,,  yyoouurr  

cchhaaiirr  wwiillll  bbee  yyoouurr  ssttrroonnggeesstt  ccrriittiicc  aanndd  yyeett  yyoouurr  ggrreeaatteesstt  aallllyy  iinn  aassssiissttiinngg  yyoouu  ttoo  ccoommpplleettee  yyoouurr  ccaappssttoonnee..    
 

Grades and Grade Point Averages 
  

The official grades of DrPH students are recorded in the Registrarôs Office  The grading in DrPH courses is 
done according to the following scale:  
 

A-High achievement 4 grade points per credit  
B-Satisfactory achievement 3 grade points per credit  
C-Minimum passing grade 2 grade points per credit See explanation below 
E-Failure 0 grade points per credit  
P-Pass 
F-Fail 
I-Incomplete See explanation below  
S-Satisfactory See explanation below  
U-Unsatisfactory See explanation below 
 

Doctoral students are permitted a maximum of one ñCò grade in the curriculum.  Earning a second ñCò 

regardless of GPA will result in dismissal from the program. 

 

A grade of ñIò (incomplete) may be assigned to a DrPH student if a part of the work of a course remains 
undone and if there is a reasonable possibility that a passing grade will result  
from completion of the work.  If an I grade has not been replaced within the allowable period, the Office of 
Admissions and Student Affairs shall change the I grade to a grade of E on the student's permanent academic 
record and adjust the student's grade point average accordingly, unless otherwise approved because of 
exceptional circumstances by the UKCPH Dean upon recommendation of the Associate Dean for Academic 
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Affairs.  All incompletes (ñIò grades) must be replaced by a regular final letter grade within 12 months of 

the end of the academic term in which the ñIò grade was awarded or prior to the student's graduation, 

whichever occurs first. 
 

Instructors who assign an ñIò grade must file with the Associate Dean for Academic and Student Affairs 
information which includes 1) the name of the student, 2) the course number and hours of credit, 3) the 
semester and year of enrollment, 4) specific information on the work to be completed before a final grade can 
be assigned, and 5) the time frame in which the specific requirements are to be met (not to exceed 12 
months).  DrPH students should consult with the Associate Dean for Academic and Student Affairs concerning 
procedures relative to the awarding of ñIògrades and the conditions under which they may be removed.  
 

A grade of S (satisfactory) may be recorded for students in seminars, independent work courses, and 
research courses which extend beyond the normal limits of a semester or summer term.  This grade may not 
be given to a student in a course carrying credit if the student has done unsatisfactory work or failed to do a 

reasonable amount of work, in which case a grade of U (unsatisfactory) will be assigned.  The project must be 
substantially continuous in its progress.  All S and U grades must be removed prior to the comprehensive 
examination. 
 

An overall average of B (3.0) on all course work in the program must be attained before a Doctor of Public 
Health degree may be awarded.  All courses, core required and advanced elective, are computed in the 
doctoral grade-point average. 
 

Once a grade other than ñI,ò S, or U has been reported to the Registrarôs Office, it may not be changed unless 
an error was made at the time the grade was given and recorded, and then only upon the written unanimous 
approval of the instructor, Associate Dean for Admissions and Student Affairs, and the Dean of the UKCPH. 
 

UKCPH.  Students placed on scholastic probation are not eligible for fellowships or institutional scholarships 
and may not sit for doctoral qualifying examinations or final examinations. 
 

Acceptable Courses 
 

All courses numbered 700 through 999 may be counted for credit toward the DrPH degree provided they are 
approved as an appropriate part of the student's doctoral program by the student's adviser or committee.  
Courses numbered 600 to 699 offered within the University of Kentucky Graduate School may be counted for 
credit toward the DrPH degree provided they are approved as an appropriate part of the student's doctoral 
program by the studentôs major professor or committee and the Director of Doctoral Programs. 
 

CCoonnttiinnuuiinngg  EEdduuccaattiioonn  
  

  No credit will be awarded for continuing education courses requested retroactively..  

 Continuing education may be used as a component of an independent study course under the 
supervision of a faculty member, establishing expectation and criteria for evaluation. 

 Continuning education may not be used to meet the MPH core course requirement. 

 Continuing education courses should be used for continuing education education credit or academic 
credit, but not both; however the final decision is at the instructorôs discretion. 

 The exception to the above policies will be formal contracts, such as the Kentucky Public Health 
Leadership Institute, following review by the Academic Affairs Committee. 
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Transfer and Waiver of Courses 
 

If plans are made to take courses at other institutions for transfer or to waive courses, students should get 
approval from the division directors in consultation with the Associate Dean for Academic Affairs to ensure the 
courses are appropriate.  Students who take prior-approved courses at other institutions may transfer up to 12 
credit hours toward the DrPH course of study..    CCoouurrsseess  tthhaatt  aarree  ccoommpplleetteedd  ffoorr  tthhee  ppuurrppoossee  ooff  ssaattiissffyyiinngg  

rreeqquuiirreemmeennttss  ooff  aannootthheerr  ddeeggrreeee  ccaannnnoott  bbee  ttrraannssffeerrrreedd..  
  

Time Limit for Degrees  
 

Continuous academic progress is expected.  All course work, including didactic courses and the Practicum I 

field experience must be completed within six years of the semester of matriculation.  Students may formally 
request a leave of absence for a maximum of 2 semesters in total.  Leaves of absence are included within the 
6-year limitation for completing coursework.   
 

All degree requirements for the DrPH must be completed within five years following the semester in which the 
candidate successfully completes the Qualifying Examination.  In the event that all degree requirements are 
not met during the five-year period, degree candidates who provide evidence of the likelihood of completing 
the degree during an extension of time may be granted such an extension by the Admissions and Student  
Affairs Committee.  Requests will be considered only upon written recommendation of the Associate Dean for 

Academic Affairs after the candidate has again successfully completed the core principles and qualifying 

examination process as currently administered by the program.  An extension of no more than five years will 
be granted. Students in the College of Public Health on leave-of-absence and in good standing are eligible for 
readmission no later than within one academic year.  If readmission is within one academic year or less, the 
student must submit written notification to the UKCPH Associate Dean for Academic and Student Affairs at 
least two months prior to the beginning of the semester the student plans to re-enroll.  If the period of inactivity 
exceeds one year, students must file an application for readmission by the stated deadlines for new students.  
Readmission information and forms can be obtained from the UKCPH Office of Admissions/Student Affairs. 

 

Graduation   
  OOnnllyy  ssttuuddeennttss  wwhhoo  ccaann  rreeaassoonnaabbllyy  eexxppeecctt  ttoo  ssaattiissffyy  aallll  ggrraadduuaattiioonn  rreeqquuiirreemmeennttss  aatt  tthhee  eenndd  ooff  tthhee  sspprriinngg,,  

ssuummmmeerr,,  oorr  ffaallll  tteerrmm  mmaayy  ppaarrttiicciippaattee  iinn  tthhee  MMaayy  RReeccooggnniittiioonn  CCeerreemmoonnyy  ooff  tthhaatt  ccaalleennddaarr  yyeeaarr..    SSttuuddeennttssôô  

aannttiicciippaatteedd  sseemmeesstteerr  ooff  ggrraadduuaattiioonn  wwiillll  bbee  nnootteedd  iinn  tthhee  RReeccooggnniittiioonn  CCeerreemmoonnyy  pprrooggrraamm  aanndd  aannnnoouunncceedd..    

TThhoossee  wwhhoo  hhaavvee  nnoott  ccoommpplleetteedd  aallll  ggrraadduuaattiioonn  rreeqquuiirreemmeennttss  bbyy  tthhee  ttiimmee  ooff  tthhee  cceerreemmoonnyy  ffuullllyy  uunnddeerrssttaanndd  aanndd  

aacckknnoowwlleeddggee  tthhaatt  tthheeyy  hhaavvee  tthhee  oobblliiggaattiioonn  ttoo  mmeeeett  tthhoossee  rreeqquuiirreemmeennttss  iinn  tthhee  ttiimmeeffrraammee  iiddeennttiiffiieedd  iinn  tthhee  

AApppplliiccaattiioonn  ffoorr  RReeccooggnniittiioonn  CCeerreemmoonnyy  PPaarrttiicciippaattiioonn  ffoorrmm  ((AAppppeennddiixx  IIIIII))..    TThhee  AApppplliiccaattiioonn  ffoorr  RReeccooggnniittiioonn  

CCeerreemmoonnyy  PPaarrttiicciippaattiioonn  ffoorrmm  mmuusstt  bbee  ccoommpplleetteedd,,  wwiitthh  aapppprroopprriiaattee  ssiiggnnaattuurreess,,  aanndd  ssuubbmmiitttteedd  ttoo  tthhee  OOffffiiccee  ooff  

AAddmmiissssiioonnss  aanndd  SSttuuddeenntt  AAffffaaiirrss  nnoo  llaatteerr  tthhaann  FFeebbrruuaarryy  11  ooff  tthhee  yyeeaarr  iinn  wwhhiicchh  yyoouu  ppllaann  ttoo  ggrraadduuaattee..  
To be eligible for a degree, a student must file Application for Degree Cards in the Admissions/Student Affairs 
office within 30 days after the beginning of the semester in which they expect to graduate..      
  

Diplomas  
Diplomas for DrPH students will be ordered after certification of the degrees has been completed.  If a letter of 
certification is needed, the Admissions/Student Affairs office will provide one upon written request or to the 
student in person who comes to the Admissions/Student Affairs office..    
  

Accounts Payable to the University  
All outstanding accounts due to the University must be cleared before a degree is awarded..    
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UK and College of Public Health Policies 
 

Student Responsibility  
It is the student's responsibility to be informed concerning all regulations and procedures required by the 
course of study being pursued. In no case will a regulation be waived or an exception granted because a 
student pleads ignorance of the regulation or asserts that information was not presented by advisers or other 
authorities.  Therefore, the student should become familiar with the College of Public Health DrPH Program 
policies, including 1) the requirements for degrees 2) the program offerings and requirements, and 3) all 
academic policies. 

  
The UKCPH Associate Dean for Academic and Student Affairs should be consulted concerning course 
requirements, any deficiencies, the planning of a program, and special regulations and degree requirements 
that may not be listed in the University of Kentucky Bulletin or the DrPH Student Handbook.  
 

Confidentiality and Disclosure 
FERPA, better known as the Family Education Rights and Privacy Act of 1974 (or the Buckley Amendment) 
provides basic privacy rights to students in regard to their academic transcript. Under FERPA provisions a 
student has the right to have his or her academic record kept separate and confidential unless he or she 
consents in writing to have it released.  However, FERPA also affords that the College of Public Health may 
disclose (to University personnel) the student's academic record without the student's consent when the 
person requesting the information has a legitimate educational interest and the information is used under the 
following disclosure guidelines and for the purpose of: 
 

1. academic advising  
2. writing a letter of recommendation requested by the student; 
3. selecting students for honorary organizations;  
4. informing community-based faculty members serving as preceptors to improve the quality benefit to 

each rotation;  
5. responding to directive pursuant to law or court order. 
 

Diversity 
The UKCPH and the University of Kentucky strive to develop an environment where the value of diversity 
among students, faculty and staff is accepted, encouraged and embraced.  Diversity encompasses differences 
in age, ethnicity, gender, national origin, race, religion, sexual orientation, socioeconomic background and 
unique individual style.  The individual characteristics, talents and contributions of all people are valued and 
recognized for the unique contribution they make to our school. 
 

Equal Educational and Employment Opportunities 
All applicants to the University of Kentucky meeting the appropriate academic requirements and technical 
standards shall be considered equally for admission to any academic program thereof regardless of race, 
color, national origin, religion, sex, marital status, age or disability.  The  
University is an Equal Opportunity Employer, and no applicant or employee will be discriminated against 
because of race, color, religion, sex or national origin. 
 

DDiissaabbiilliittiieess  ((PPhhyyssiiccaall,,  MMeennttaall  aanndd//oorr  LLeeaarrnniinngg))  
The University of Kentucky is committed to meeting its obligations pursuant to Section 504 of the Rehabilitation 
Act of 1973, as amended; and the Americans with Disabilities Act of 1990, as amended.  An individual with a 
disability is defined as someone who has "a physical or mental impairment that substantially limits one or more 
of the major life activities of such individual." Any student who has such a disability and seeks special 
accommodations from the University must notify the Admissions/Academic Affairs Office of UKCPH of that 
disability, in writing, preferably before the beginning of the school year, but in no case later than the third day of 
classes for the fall semester.  If a disability develops during the school year for which accommodations are 
requested, the student must notify the Admissions/Academic Affairs office, in writing, as soon as they become 
aware of the disability.  The student will be required to provide current documentation of the condition for which 
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they require accommodation to the University Disability Resource Center.  Notification of the condition and 
request for special accommodation will be referred to the same office.  Requests for accommodation and 
documentation will be kept confidential, but may be disclosed in the provision of accommodation.  The 
Disability Resource Center will base provision of services to accommodate disabilities upon a review of current 
medical or psychological documentation and an assessment of current needs and appropriate services.  The 
Disability Resource Center in the University Office of the Dean of Students may be reached at (859) 257-2754.  
In order to ensure that students understand the information presented here before he or she enrolls, the school 
requires each student to sign a document to that effect..  

  

DDrruugg  FFrreeee  IInnssttiittuuttiioonn    
The Drug-Free Workplace Act of 1988 and the Drug-Free Schools and Communities Act Amendment of 1989 
set a standard of behavior which affects students who are on University of Kentucky property, on University 
business, or at University-sponsored events.  The University policy, as well as the laws from which the policy is 
derived, define conduct related to the unlawful possession, use, dispensation, distribution or manufacture of 
alcohol or illicit drugs. Students found in violation are subject to disciplinary action up to and including 
suspension or termination.  The Drug-Free Institution Policy can be found in the University Bulletin. 
 

UUKK  AAccaaddeemmiicc  OOmmbbuudd  
At the University of Kentucky, the Office of Academic Ombud Services is responsible for assisting students 
and instructors work through and resolve academic related problems and conflicts. The major arenas of activity 
for UKôs Academic Ombud include both Student Academic Rights and Academic Offenses. The primary focus 
of Academic Ombud Services is the process by which decisions are made, and the primary task of the Ombud 
is to ensure fair policies, processes, and procedures that are equitably implemented. Thus, the Academic 
Ombud is a neutral party working as an advocate for fairness and equity, 
http://www.uky.edu/Ombud/reminder_enrollment.php. 

 
The UK academic ombud is located at 109 Bradley Hall and may be reached at (859) 257-3737, fax, (859) 
257-5346, or email: ombud@uky.edu. 

  

SSmmookkee--FFrreeee  EEnnvviirroonnmmeenntt  

OOnn  AApprriill  2222,,  22000088,,  tthhee  UUKK  BBooaarrdd  ooff  TTrruusstteeeess  ggaavvee  ffiinnaall  aapppprroovvaall  ttoo  tthhee  rreevviisseedd  vveerrssiioonn  ooff  tthhee  uunniivveerrssiittyy  ppoolliiccyy  

tthhaatt  oouuttlliinneess  tthhee  uunniivveerrssiittyyôôss  ssmmookkee--ffrreeee  ppoolliiccyy..  TThhiiss  eeffffeeccttiivveellyy  ssttaatteess  tthhaatt  aass  ooff  NNoovv..  2200,,  22000088,,  UUKK  HHeeaalltthhCCaarree  

hhaass  mmaaddee  tthhee  ccoommmmiittmmeenntt  tthhaatt  tthheerree  wwiillll  bbee  nnoo  ttoobbaaccccoo  uussee  ppeerrmmiitttteedd  iinn  oorr  oonn  aannyy  UUKK  HHeeaalltthhCCaarree  ffaacciilliittyy  oorr  

ggrroouunnddss..  

  

CCllaassss  AAtttteennddaannccee  
Every student is expected to attend all class sessions, including laboratories and other outside- the-classroom 
activities as deemed necessary by the course instructor, and to take all examinations.  Each instructor 
determines his/her individual policy for class attendance, completion of assigned work, absences at 
announced and unannounced examinations and excused absences.  A student has the right to expect this 
policy to be in writing and given to him or her by the first or second meeting of the class.  Failure to comply with 
these rules may result in lowered grades. 
  

In all cases, the student bears the responsibility for notifying the instructor of any missed work and for making 
up any missed work.  If feasible, the instructor may give the student an opportunity to make up the missed 
work or examination missed due to an absence during the semester in which the absence occurred.  

  

CCllaassss  CCaanncceellllaattiioonnss  
The University never entirely closes, but there may be a rare cancellation of classes due to inclement weather.  
The Executive Vice President for Finance and Administration makes the decision for the cancellation of 
classes or closing of offices in such an event.  Announcements of cancellation or delay of classes normally will 
be made by 6 a.m. through the local media.  The latest information will be on the UK Infoline at 257-5684, on 
WUKY or through the campus network.  Those students who are participating in an off-site experience will be 
expected to follow the cancellation/closing policies of the agency/clinic/company where they are assigned. 
 

AAddddiittiioonnaall  IInnffoorrmmaattiioonn  

http://www.uky.edu/Ombud/reminder_enrollment.php
mailto:ombud@uky.edu
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Medical Center I.D. Badges 

AAllll  ssttuuddeennttss  eennrroolllleedd  iinn  oonnee  ooff  tthhee  MMeeddiiccaall  CCeenntteerr  ccoolllleeggeess  mmuusstt  hhaavvee  aa  ppiiccttuurree  iiddeennttiiffiiccaattiioonn  bbaaddggee..    TThheeyy  

mmuusstt  bbee  wwoorrnn  aannyy  ttiimmee  yyoouu  aarree  iinn  tthhee  MMeeddiiccaall  CCeenntteerr  aarreeaa..    SSiinnccee  ssoommee  DDrrPPHH  ccoouurrsseess  aarree  sscchheedduulleedd  ffoorr  tthhee  

llaattee  aafftteerrnnoooonn  aanndd  eevveenniinngg,,  tthhee  cchhaannccee  ffoorr  iinntteerrvveennttiioonn  bbyy  MMeeddiiccaall  CCeenntteerr  SSeeccuurriittyy  iinnccrreeaasseess..    TThhee  hhoouurrss  ffoorr  

ggeettttiinngg  yyoouurr  pphhoottooggrraapphh  ttaakkeenn  aarree  MMoonnddaayy  ïï  FFrriiddaayy,,  99::0000  aa..mm..  ttoo  11::0000  pp..mm..,,  55::0000  pp..mm..  ttoo  88::0000  pp..mm..;;  aanndd  33::0000  

aa..mm..  ttoo  77::0000  aa..mm..,,  SSaattuurrddaayy  aanndd  SSuunnddaayy,,  99::0000  aa..mm..  ttoo  44::0000  pp..mm..,,  iinn  rroooomm  HH110055,,  332233--66994466,,  

hhttttpp::////wwwwww..uukkyy..eedduu//PPoolliiccee//MMCCSS//mmccbbaaddggeess..hhttmmll..   

  

SSttuuddeenntt  II..DD..  BBaaddggeess  
Student Indentification Badges (U.K.I.D.) may be used for a variety of services on campus (copying services, 
athletic events, library use, etc.).  These can be obtained from the University of Kentucky I.D. office, 107 
Student Center.  Their hours of operation are 9 a.m.-5. p.m.; Monday thru Friday, telephone number, 257-
1378. 

  

LLiibbrraarryy  RReessoouurrcceess  
The University of Kentucky libraries house over two million volumes and rank among the largest in the south 
and midwest.  The Government Publications Department, a Federal Depository, contains documents relating to 
municipal, state, and national topics.  The system also includes Special Collections, and individual libraries of 
Medicine, Business, Economics, and Law.  The University recently opened the W.T. Young Library, a multi-
million dollar, state-of-the-art central library.  Public health students may also use the library sources in the 
Health Sciences Learning Center (College of Nursing) and the Medical Science Building.  Please go to 
http://www.mc.uky.edu/medlibrary, for updates and information on training. 

  

CCoommppuuttiinngg  SSeerrvviicceess 
The Communications and Network Systems offers Student Computing Services at 13 computer labs.  The labs 
accessed most by are students are located in the College of Nursing, 6th floor, College of Nursing/Health 
Sciences Learning Center Building, and the W. T. Young Library. 
 
Students can access information about these sites and other labs on campus by visiting this website, 
http://www.uky.edu/IS/CNS/if_scs.html.  

  
EE--mmaaii ll   

AAll ll   UUKKCCPPHH  ssttuuddeennttss  mmuusstt   eessttaabbll iisshh  aa  UUnniivveerrssii ttyy  ooff   KKeennttuucckkyy  ee--mmaaii ll   aaddddrreessss  aanndd  pprroovviiddee  ii tt   ttoo  tthhee  

AAddmmiissssiioonnss//SSttuuddeenntt   AAff ffaaii rrss  ooff ff iiccee..    AAll ll   ccoorrrreessppoonnddeennccee  ff rroomm  UUKKCCPPHH  ttoo  ssttuuddeennttss  ww ii ll ll   bbee  sseenntt   ttoo  tthhee  UUKK  aaddddrreessss..    

TToo  eessttaabblliisshh  aann  ee--mmaaiill  aaddddrreessss  pplleeaassee  ggoo  ttoo  hhttttpp::////wwwwww..uukkyy..eedduu//eemmaaiill//  aanndd  ffoollllooww  tthhee  ddiirreeccttiioonnss..  

  
Students may report problems with their e-mail address to the Customer Service Center, 111 McVey Hall, 257-
1300, http://www.uky.edu/IT/CustomerService/contact.php.  
 

CCoonnffeerreennccee  RRoooommss  

TThe College of Public Health has two large conference rooms suitable for classes,(CPH 115 and 202) oral final 
examinations, and meetings.  To reserve, contact Becki Flanagan, (859) 218-2092,  or Sharon Keys, (859) 
218-2043. 

  

DDrreessss  CCooddee  
This policy is designed to provide a reasonable standard of dress and appearance for public health students. If 
a faculty member deems a particular student's attire to be inappropriate, according to the guidelines below or 
according to the class syllabus, he or she may notify the student privately at any time before, after, or outside 
of class and ask the student to correct the problem. 

  

GGeenneerraall    

 All students should maintain a clean, neat appearance at all times, and students' attire should be 
commensurate with the activities in which the student will participate during that day. 

 A professor may set forth additional standards of attire in his or her syllabus. 

  

http://www.uky.edu/Police/MCS/mcbadges.html
http://www.mc.uky.edu/medlibrary
http://www.uky.edu/IS/CNS/if_scs.html
http://www.uky.edu/email/
http://www.uky.edu/IT/CustomerService/contact.php



