UK Doctor of Physical Therapy-Transition Program

Frequently Asked Questions 

1.
What is the DPT-Transition degree?

The DPT is awarded to practicing PTs after completion of a post-professional educational experience (i.e. the “transitional” program).  It is designed to augment the knowledge, skills, and clinical process of the practicing therapist to a level consistent with the current professional (entry-level) DPT standards.  It enables the US-licensed physical therapist to attain degree parity with graduates who hold the professional DPT by completing experiences to mirror newly added coursework which was not a part of their previous professional training.  The majority of PT programs in the United States are now awarding the DPT as the professional (entry-level) degree.
2.
Why is there the need for this Program/degree?


During the last 10 years, the majority of physical therapists have graduated from MSPT or MPT programs.  The University of Kentucky will have approximately 600 MSPT graduates with more than 70% residing in the Kentucky region.  Since these MS/MPT graduates have the projection of a long professional career, many are interested in gaining degree parity with recent and future professional graduates.

3.
What is the difference between the DPT-Transition and a PhD?


The DPT is considered a clinical doctorate very similar to pharmacy (Pharm D), optometry (OD), podiatry (DPM) and clinical psychology (PsyD).  Thus the degree signifies a level of clinical competence.  The PhD is a research degree indicative of knowledge acquisition in a particular field and completion of original scholarly work adding to the body of knowledge in a specific discipline.

4.
What is the general content and format of the DPT-Transition Program?


The DPT post-professional transitional program allows the US licensed therapist to obtain the clinical doctorate through a structured post-professional educational process that facilitates learning outcomes corresponding with those of current professional DPT program.  The UK DPT-Transition Program relies on distance/distributive learning to facilitate part-time enrollment. Each class will be taught through a combination of on-campus activity, individual projects and modules, and on-line experiences.  The UK DPT-Transition Program is designed to complement the curricular changes made during the move from the MSPT program to the professional DPT. As a result, the content of the post-professional transitional degree reflects what was added to the DPT.  

5. How many courses are required and how long does it take to complete the UK DPT-Transition program?

The DPT-Transition curriculum is made up of 6 courses which altogether provide 14 credits of coursework for the individual.  There are 2 timeframes for completion offered.  One can complete the program in 1 year and one semester, or one can take stagger the coursework over 2 years and one semester.  

6. What is the cost of tuition of the program?
The tuition is determined by the University annually.  The UK tuition per credit at the professional doctorate level for the 2009-2010 year is $607.  There are 14 credits in the program, resulting in tuition cost of $8498 for the 2009-2010 school year.  This tuition cost applies to students who reside both in-state and out-of-state.  The program is considered a distance learning curriculum and as such does not apply traditional “out-of-state” tuition costs.  This does not include books or lab fees.  
7. Who will teach the UK DPT-Transition Program classes?
The curriculum will be taught by instructors who include not only the UKPT faculty (see the UKPT web site for UKPT faculty information) but also PT faculty from around the country with expertise in the areas being covered.
8.
How long will DPT-Transition programs exist?


Most professional leaders and academic physical therapists predict that these programs will only be needed for approximately 5 more years.  After that time, all PT programs will have transitioned to the DPT as their entry level degree.  The UK DPT-Transition Program will continue as long as sufficient need and interest exists and resources permit.
9.
How has the UK DPT-Transition been designed?


The UK DPT (entry level) Program has 120 semester hours in contrast to the 100 semester hour MSPT it replaced.  The changes include 11 hours of additional didactic coursework and 9 hours (12 weeks) of additional clinical experiences.  The UK Physical Therapy faculty members have carefully constructed a transitional sequence of 14 semester hours to enable the graduate physical therapist to attain the additional content. As these individuals are all practicing therapists, the 9 hours of additional clinical experiences are being met through ongoing employment as a physical therapist.

10.
How does the transitional DPT fit with the profession’s vision for the future?


The American Physical Therapy Association (APTA) has created a “Vision 2020” document.  APTA is unequivocally committed to a fully inclusive transition to the status of a doctoring profession.  Inclusiveness means that every US-licensed physical therapist will be afforded the opportunity to attain degree parity with those who possess the clinical doctorate - DPT degree.

