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Overview

• Abdominal wall anatomy

• Upper abdomen organs, vessels, 

innervation

• Pelvic anatomy

• Vulvar anatomy



Abdominal wall anatomy

• Best to comprehend the anatomy as it relates to 

incision types – Midline, Pfannenstiel, Maylard & 

Cherney

• What dermatomes are affected by a midline 

incision?  What are affected by a pfannenstiel?

• Name all the layers of the abdominal wall above 

and below the arcuate line?

• Describe the relationship between the incision 

type and the inferior epigastric artery?



Innervation of the abdominal wall



Musculature



Rectus sheath



Rectus sheath



Course of the epigastric artery


