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Nutritional Sciences Seminar Series 
Fall 2011 


NS 771 Graduate Seminar in Nutritional Sciences 
Wednesdays, 4:00-5:00 PM, 411 Charles T. Wethington Bldg 


Seminar Coordinator: Dr. Kevin Pearson 


      
Date Speaker (Seminar Host) Seminar Title 


August 24 Orientation 
 
(Kevin Pearson) 


Welcome/ Course Expectations 


 August 31 Kelly Putnam 
GCNS Research Assistant 
University of Kentucky 
(Lisa Cassis) 


“Effects of Angiotensin Type 1a Receptor 
Deficiency in Adipocytes” 


September 7 Helmut Schröder, PhD 
Professor 
Cardiovascular Risk and Nutrition Research 
Group 
Institut Municipal d’Investigacio Medica (IMIM-
Hospital del Mar) 
(Bernie Hennig) 


“The Mediterranean Diet in the 
Prevention of Chronic Diseases” 


September 14 Rafael de Cabo, PhD 
Senior Investigator 
Laboratory of Experimental Gerontology, NIA, 
NIH 
(Kevin Pearson) 


“Beneficial Effects of Resveratrol from 
Mice to Monkeys” 


September 21 Kate Clemons 
GCNS Research Assistant 
University of Kentucky  
(Shuxia Wang) 


“Elucidating the Mechanism of Obesity 
Induced Renal Dysfunction” 


September 28 Joanne Kelleher, PhD 
Associate Physiologist, Massachusetts General 
Hospital 
Research Scientist, Massachusetts Institute of 
Technology 
Emeritus Professor of Physiology, George 
Washington University Medical School 
(Geza Bruckner) 


“Towards a System Biology of Nutrition:   
New Approaches to Classic Pathways”. 


October 5 Bei Zhang 
GCNS Research Assistant 
University of Kentucky 
(Michal Toborek) 


“Cerebrovascular Toxicity of PCBs: 
Relationship to Stroke” 


October 12-BBDOC Muredach Reilly, MB 
Associate Professor of Medicine and 
Pharmacology 
University of Pennsylvania, School of Medicine 
(Phil Kern) 


“Translational Studies in Cardiometabolic 
Disorders”. 


October 19 Joel Thompson 
GCNS Research Assistant 
University of Kentucky 
(Lisa Tannock) 


“SAA and its role in Atherosclerosis” 







October 26 Yvonne Fondufe-Mittendorf, PhD 
Assistant Professor 
Department of Molecular and Cellular 
Biochemistry 
University of Kentucky 
(Kevin Pearson) 


“Nucleosome positioning and 
repositioning in transcription regulation” 


 
November 2 


Congqing Wu 
GCNS Research Assistant 
University of Kentucky 
(Alan Daugherty) 


“The Role of Hepatocyte-derived 
Angiotensin in Atherosclerosis and 


Obesity” 


November 9 Robin Shoemaker 
GCNS Research Assistant 
University of Kentucky 
(Lisa Cassis) 


“Role of the Renin-Angiotensin System in 
the Development of Glucose Intolerance” 


November 16 Jianing Li 
GCNS Research Assistant 
University of Kentucky 
(Erik Eckhardt) 


“Mechanisms of Food Allergy—the Key 
Role of Fatty Acids” 


November 30 Kenneth Ramos, MD, PhD 
Professor 
Department of Biochemistry and Molecular 
Biology 
University of Louisville 
(Changcheng Zhou) 


“LINE-1 Reactivation by Genotoxic Insult: 
Implications for Human Disease” 


December 7-BBDOC Elizabeth (Lisa) Costello MD, PhD 
Assistant Professor of Medicine 
Mayo Clinic College of Medicine 
(Phil Kern) 


“Guanylyl Cyclase A: A novel target for 
metabolic disease” 


   
 








Nutritional Sciences Seminar Series 
Spring 2010 


NS 771 Graduate Seminar in Nutritional Sciences 
Wednesdays, 4:00-5:00 PM, 411 Charles T. Wethington Bldg 


Seminar Coordinator: Dr. Lisa Cassis 
      


Date Speaker (Seminar Host) Seminar Title 


January 12 David Peleshok 
GCNS Research Assistant 
University of Kentucky 
 
(Nancy Webb) 


Group X Secretory Phospholipase A2 in 
Pancreatic Beta Cells 


 January 19 Travis Thomas 
Professor 
Health Sciences - Clinical Science 
University of Kentucky 
 
(Lisa Cassis) 


The affects of diary, calcium, and 
resistance training on body composition 
and IGF in overweight premenopausal 
women 


January 26 John Dube, PhD 
Research Instructor of Medicine 
Division of Endocrinology and Metabolism 
University of Pittsburgh 
 
(Phil Kern) 


Lipid-induced insulin resistance: bad 
news, good news 


February 2 Cetewayo Rashid 
GCNS Research Assistant 
University of Kentucky 
 
(Michal Toborek) 


 Blood-Brain Barrier Dysfunction in 
Methamphetamine Abuse and HIV 


February 9 Nicholas Hatch 
GCNS Research Assistant 
University of Kentucky 
 
(Vicky King) 


The role of mPGES-1 in diet-induced 
obesity 


February 16 Dr. Stefan Stamm 
Professor 
Biochemistry 
University of Kentucky 
 
(Phil Kern) 


Role of alternative splicing in Spinal 
Muscular Atrophy and Prader-Willi 
Syndrome 


February 23 Nicki Baker 
GCNS Research Assistant 
University of Kentucky 
 
(Lisa Cassis) 


The role of polychlorinated biphenyls in 
the development of diabetes 


March 2 Carolyn Hofe 
GCNS Research Assistant 
University of Kentucky 
 
(Lisa Gaetke) 


Persistent Organic Pollutants, Dietary 
Intake, and the NHANES 2003-2004 


March 9 Dr. Elizabeth Parks 
Associate Professor 
Center for Human Nutrition 
University of Texas Southwestern Medical 


Fatty acid flux during fasting and feeding 
in humans 







Center 
  
(Phil Kern) 


March 16 Dr. Art Arnold 
Professor and Chair 
Department of Physiological Science 
UCLA 
 
(Lisa Cassis) 


Mouse models for studying sex 
differences in metabolic disease and 
other phenotypes 


March 23 Katryn Eske 
GCNS Research Assistant 
University of Kentucky 
 
(Bernhard Hennig) 


Therapeutic properties of Omega-3 fatty 
acids against inflammatory stressors 


March 30 Margaret Murphy 
GCNS Research Assistant 
University of Kentucky 
 
(Bernhard Hennig) 


Diet  and Exercise Modulate 
Polychlorinated Biphenyl Toxicity 


April 6 Dr. Michael Reid 
Professor and Chair 
Physiology 
University of Kentucky 
 
(Phil Kern) 


“Redox modulation of skeletal muscle 
function”  


April 13 Dr. Susan Smith 
Professor 
Nutritional Sciences  
University of Wisconsin-Madison 
 
(Jia Luo) 


 “A tale of two targets: beta-catenin and 
iron status as novel effectors of alcohol’s 
neurotoxicity”.  


April 20  Dr. William H. Dietz, MD PhD 
Director, Division of Nutrition, Physical 
Activity, and Obesity 
Center for Disease Control and Prevention 
 
 
(Phil Kern) 


“Prevention and control of Obesity in the 
United States: Challenges and 
Opportunities”  


April 27 Lindsay Carter 
GCNS Research Assistant 
University of Kentucky 
 
(Kevin Pearson) 


 Maternal exercise: Effects on offspring 
health 


 








 
 
 
 
 
 


Nutritional Sciences Seminar Series 
Fall 2010 


NS 771 Graduate Seminar in Nutritional Sciences 
Wednesdays, 4:00-5:00 PM, 411 Charles T. Wethington Bldg 


Seminar Coordinator: Dr. Lisa Cassis 
 
Date  Speaker (Seminar Host)              Seminar Title   


August 25 
 Orientation 
 
(Lisa Cassis) 


Welcome  


September 1 


Tarik Bor 
GCNS Research Assistant 
University of Kentucky 
 
(Sam Turco) 


The Role of D-Arabinosylation and L-
Fucosylation of the surface 
lipophosphoglycan of Leishmania major  


September 8 


Congqing Wu 
GCNS Research Assistant 
University of Kentucky 
 
(Vicky King) 


Angiotensinogen, Beyond Blood 
Pressure Regulation 


September 15 


 Jeffrey L. Ebersole, PhD 
Alvin L. Morris Professor of Oral Health Research 
Associate Dean for Research 
Center for Oral Health Research 
 
(Philip Kern) 


Oral-Systemic Disease Linkages: Chronic 
Inflammation and the 
Hyperinflammatory 
Phenotype/Genotype 


September 22 


Nadeem Mohammed 
GCNS Research Assistant 
University of Kentucky 
 
(Erik Eckhardt) 


Interaction between diet and the 
intestinal microflora in obesity and 
metabolic syndrome 


September 29 


Carolyn Hofe 
GCNS Research Assistant 
University of Kentucky 
 
(Lisa Gaeke) 


 PCB 126 and PCB 118 in relation to 
serum carotenoid levels and the clinical 
markers of metabolic syndrome in the 
NHANES 2003-2004 


October 6 


Vidya Narayanaswami 
Research Assistant 
Pharmaceutical Sciences 
 
(Linda Dwoskin) 


Dopaminergic Mechanisms of Diet-
induced Obesity 







October 13 


Yu-Jui Yvonne Wan, Ph.D. 
Professor, Department of  Pharmacology, Toxicology & 
Therapeutics Director 
The Liver Center   
University of Kansas 
 
(Changcheng Zhou) 


Retinoid-mediated pathway in 
regulating liver health and disease 


October 20 


Xiangan Li 
Professor 
Pediatrics Research 
University of Kentucky 
 
(Lisa Cassis) 


SR-BI, a linker between HDL and 
autoimmunity 


October 27 


Dr. Daniel C. Liebler 
Professor and Director 
Jim Ayers Institute for Precancer Detection and 
Diagnosis 
Vanderbilt University Medical Center 
 
(Bernhard Hennig) 


Protein damage by reactive 
intermediates: sensors for toxicity and 
adaptation 


November 3 


 Guenther Boden 
Laura H. Carnell Professor of Medicine  
Department of Medicine, Section of Endocrinology, 
Diabetes and Metabolism  
Temple University 
 
(Phil Kern) 


How can we get from obesity to insulin 
resistance / type 2 diabetes and 
atherosclerotic vascular disease? 


November 10 


Dr. Liangyou Rui  
Associate Professor of Molecular & Integrative 
Physiology 
University of Michigan 
 
(Jun Liu) 


SH2B1 regulation of body weight and 
glucose metabolism  


November 17 


Sang Hee Lee 
GCNS Research Assistant 
University of Kentucky 
 
(Dr. Li) 


The Molecular Mechanism of Mismatch 
Repair Initiation 


November 24  No Class – Day Before Thanksgiving    


December 1 


Bruce Blumberg 
University of California Dept. of Developmental and 
Cell Biology and Pharmaceutical Sciences 
 
(Bernhard Hennig) 


Obesogens, Stem Cells and the Maternal 
Programming of Obesity  


December 8 


Liu Chumming 
Professor 
Markey Cancer Center 
University of Kentucky 
 
(Lisa Cassis) 


Wnt signaling as a drug target  
for colon cancer 


 








Nutritional Sciences Seminar Series 
Spring 2010 


NS 771 Graduate Seminar in Nutritional Sciences 
Wednesdays, 4:00-5:00 PM, 411 Charles T. Wethington Bldg 


Seminar Coordinator: Dr. Lisa Cassis 
 
 


Date    Speaker (Seminar Host)  Seminar Title   
January 13 Matthew Cave, MD 


Assistant Professor 
Division of 
Gastroenterology/Hepatology 
University of Louisville 
 
(Bernhard Hennig, PhD, RD) 


“Nutrient-toxin interactions in liver 
disease" 


January 20 Manisha Gupte 
GCNS, PhD Student  
University of Kentucky 
 
(Lisa Cassis, PhD) 


“Role of angiotensin converting Enzyme 2 
(ACE2) in obesity-associated 


hypertension” 


January 27 Bei Zhang 
GCNS, PhD Student 
University of Kentucky 
 
(Michal Toborek, MD, PhD) 


“Cerebrovascular toxicity of 
polychlorinated biphenyls (PCBs)” 


February 3 P. Darrell Neufer, Ph.D. 
Director  
Metabolic Institute for the Study of 
Diabetes and Obesity 
East Carolina University 
 
(Nick Hatch- GCNS Student) 


“Mitochondrial bioenergetics: The cross 
roads of cellular metabolic balance” 


February 10 Barbara Alexander, PhD 
Associate Professor 
Department of Physiology and 
Biophysics 
University of Mississippi 
 
(Lisa Cassis, PhD) 


“Developmental programming of 
cardiovascular disease” 


February 17 Olivier Thibault, PhD 
Associate Professor 
Molecular and Biomedical 
Pharmacology 
University of Kentucky 
 
(Lisa Cassis, PhD) 


“Calcium dysregulation in models of 
aging: Links to T2DM” 


February 24 Mary Gamble, PhD 
Assistant Professor 
Department of Environmental 
Health Sciences 
Columbia University 
 


“Nutritional influences on arsenic 
metabolism and toxicity” 







(Bernhard Hennig, PhD, RD) 
 
 
 
March 3 
 


 
 
Heather Payne-Emerson 
GCNS, PhD Student 
University of Kentucky 
 
(Terry Lennie, RN) 


 
 
 


“Obesity, survival, and inflammation in 
heart failure patients with diabetes” 


March 10 Yuanyuan Zheng 
GCNS, PhD Student 
University of Kentucky 
 
(Bernhard Hennig, PhD, RD) 


“Roles of HO-1 and caveolin-1 in EGCG 
mediated-protection against endothelial 


cell inflammation” 


March 17 Spring Break (NO CLASSES) Spring Break 
March 24 Rajesh Miranda, PhD 


Associate Professor 
Texas A&M 
 
(Jia Luo, PhD) 


“Epigenetic control of microRNA function 
in fetal neural stem cells: uncovering 


novel mechanisms of ethanol teratology” 


March 31 Joseph Layne 
GCNS, PhD Student 
University of Kentucky 
 
(Bernhard Hennig, PhD, RD) 


“Flavonoids: regulatory pathways 
preventing vascular endothelial cell 


dysfunction” 


April 7 Madhura Parulkar 
GCNS, PhD Student 
University of Kentucky 
 
(Lisa Cassis, PhD) 


“Polychlorinated biphenyls and 
angiotensinII-induced vascular diseases” 


April 14 Kenneth S. Campbell, PhD 
Assistant Professor 
Department of Physiology 
University of Kentucky 
 
(Lisa Cassis, PhD) 


“Myocardial function in rodent models of 
diabetes and obesity” 


April 21 Liza Makowski, PhD 
Department of Nutrition 
University of North Carolina at 
Chapel Hill 
 
(Greg Graf, PhD) 


“Macrophages, fuel, metabolism, and 
inflammation in obesity” 


April 28 Nancy E. Schoenberg, PhD (BBDOC) 
University of Kentucky 
Behavioral Sciences 
 
(Phil Kern, MD) 


“Addressing diabetes health inequities 
through an intergenerational energy 


balance intervention” 


 








Date Speaker University Host Seminar Title


August 26 Orientation
September 2 Lisa Cassis UK Chair Course Overview


September 9 Sean Thatcher UK, GCNS student L. Cassis


"Effects of angiotensin 
converting enxyme-2 (ACE2) 
deficiency on 
hypercholesterolemia-
induced atherosclerosis"


September 16 Kamilah Ali, BBDOC
University of Sciences, 
in Philadelphia L.Cassis


"The mighty apolipoprotien 
E: protective roles in the 
vascular wall"


September 23 Howard Shertzer U. Cincy MC K. Pearson


"Using transgenic mice to 
evaluate how glutathione 
influences the progression 
of diseases"


September 30 Jacob Friedman
U Colorado School of 
Med K. Pearson


"Fetal programming and the 
origins of obesity: dealing 
with  Troubled Assets"


October 7 Yue Zhao UK, GCNS student D. Bruemmer


"The NR4A orphan nuclear 
receptor NOR1 is induced in 
response to inflammatory 
stimuli in endothelial cells 
and its defeciency reduces 
atherosclerosis in mice"


October 14 Sue Kirkman
Vice President, Clinical 
Affairs, ADA P. Kern


"Producing 'evidence-based' 
diabetes guidelines when 
the evidence is conflicting"


October 21 Candice Thomas UK, GCNS student E. Smart


"Cardioprotective effects of 
a stearic acid enriched diet 
in diabetic mice"


October 28 Tom Brenna Cornell University G. Bruckner


"Is docosahexaenoic acid a 
required nutrient for 
humans? An overview of 
basic science, clinical 
results, and new 
recommendations"


November 4 Kelly Putnam UK, GCNS student L. Cassis


"Adipose tissue: roles of the 
local renin-angiotensin 
system"


November 11 Eric Lazartigues LSU L. Cassis
"Role of ACE2 in 
hypertension and diabetes"


November 18 Jun Liu, BBDOC
UK, Department of 
Pediatrics P. Kern


"Fat breakdown: A function 
for G0/G1 switch gene 2 
(G0S2) provides a new piece 
of the puzzle"


November 25 Day before T-Day


December 2 Feng C Zhou Indiana U School of Med Jia Luo


"Alteration of epigenetics 
and gene expression of 
embryos exposed to 
alcohol"


Fall 2009 NS 771 Seminar Series 







December 9 Tim Garvey, BBDOC
UAB Diabetes Research 
and Training Center P.Kern


Role of Adiponectin in 
Cardiometabolic Disease


December 16 Bei Zhang UK, GCNS Student M. Toborek


Cerebrovascular toxicity of 
polychlorinated biphenyls 
(PCBs)
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