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Purpose: To determine the influences on Family Medicine and Pediatric providers’ decisions to accept, reject, or limit seeing children with state-sponsored health insurance in their practices, with the expectation that reimbursement rates would emerge as the most important consideration.  

Methods: A survey was sent to 143 members of the Kentucky Ambulatory Network (KAN), a primary care practice-based research network.  The same survey was completed by a convenience sample of Kentucky Pediatricians.  Analysis addressed acceptance policies, location and type of practice, and providers’ attitudes concerning state-sponsored insurance and its recipients.  Items were analyzed for overall level of agreement, and associations were sought linking specific items with acceptance versus limitation of children on state-sponsored insurance.

Results: Fifty-six (45%) of KAN members responded, and 25 surveys were received from Pediatricians.  A number of factors, including local needs and capacities, practice setting, and various patient characteristics were considered as important as reimbursement during providers’ decision-making concerning insurance acceptance.  The status of the practice as an accredited Rural Health Center (RHC) or Primary Care Center (PCC), however, was the only factor independently predictive of acceptance.  

Conclusions: These results emphasize the need to strengthen the scope of the safety net provider system in Kentucky, as well as the need to further investigate the complex and interrelated factors affecting providers’ insurance acceptance decisions. 
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