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EDUCATIONAL BACKGROUND 

 

Institution          Major                  Degree Date  

 

Oklahoma State University Experimental Psychology    Ph.D. August 2003  

Stillwater, Oklahoma                     Emphasis: Retirement Planning     

                                                       and Complex Decision Making   

      

Oklahoma State University           Experimental Psychology        M.S.  May 2001  

Stillwater, Oklahoma          Emphasis: Adult   

       Development and Aging   

 

Bellarmine University         Psychology      B.A.  Dec. 1997 

Louisville, Kentucky     

  

       

GRADUATE THESES 

 

Jacobs-Lawson, J. M. (2001).  Factors that influence financial planning and perceptions of  

financial stability.  Unpublished master’s thesis, Oklahoma State University, Stillwater. 

 

Jacobs-Lawson, J. M. (2003).  The influence of age, gender, and investor characteristics  

on individuals’ retirement  investment decisions.  Doctoral Dissertation, Oklahoma State 

University, Stillwater.     
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PEER REVIEW PUBLICATIONS  (note student names are in gray)  
 

Waddell, E. & Jacobs-Lawson, J. M (corresponding author). (in press).  Predicting positive 

well-being in older men and women.  International Journal of Human Development     

 

Jacobs-Lawson, J. M., Schumacher, M., Hughes, T., & Arnold, S. (in press).  Gender 

differences in psychosocial responses to lung cancer. Gender Medicine. 

 

Jacobs-Lawson, J. M., Schumacher, M., Hughes, T., & Arnold, S. (2009).  The relationship 

between lung cancer patients' education level and evaluation of their treatment 

information needs. Journal of Cancer Education, 24, 346-350. 

   

Webb, A. K., Jacobs-Lawson, J. M. (corresponding author), & Waddell, E. (2009).   Older 

adults’ perceptions of mentally ill older adults.  Mental Health and Aging, 13, 838-846.  

 

Schoenberg, N. E., Traywick, L. S., Jacobs-Lawson, J. M. & Kart, C. S. (2008).  Diabetes self-

care among a multiethnic, underserved sample of older adults.  Journal of Cross Cultural 

Gerontology. Available online http://www.springerlink.com/content/37852176v1r39297/.  

 

Hughes, T., Schumacher, M., Jacobs-Lawson, J. M., & Arnold, S. (2008).  Confronting death: 

Perceptions of a good death in adults with lung cancer.  American Journal of Hospice & 

Palliative Medicine, 25, 39-44.   

 

Hershey, D. A., Jacobs-Lawson, J. M., McArdle, J. J., & Hamagami, F. (2007).  Psychological 

foundations of financial planning for retirement. Journal of Adult Development, 14, 26-

36.  

 

Jacobs-Lawson, J. M., Schumacher, M. S., & Webb, A. K. (2007).  Gender differences in 

predictors of late-life health insurance knowledge.  Journal of Women and Aging, 19, 

121-136.                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                     

 

Padawer, E. A., Jacobs-Lawson, J. M. (corresponding author), Hershey, D. A.,  Thomas, D. G. 

(2007) Demographic indicators as predictors of future time perspective.  Current 

Psychology, 26, 102-108.   

 

Stawski, R., Hershey, D. A., & Jacobs-Lawson, J. M. (2007).  Goal clarity and financial  

planning activities as determinants of retirement savings contributions. Journal of 

International Aging and Human Development, 64, 13-32.   

 

Jacobs-Lawson, J. M., & Hershey, D. A. (2005).  Influence of knowledge, future time 

perspective, and risk tolerance on retirement savings. Financial Services Review, 14,331- 

334.   

 

Jacobs-Lawson, J. M., Hershey, D. A., & Neukam, K. N. (2004).  Gender differences in factors 

that influence time spent planning for retirement.  Journal of Women and Aging, 16, 55-

69.    

http://www.springerlink.com/content/37852176v1r39297/
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Page, M. C., Abramson, C. A., & Jacobs-Lawson, J. M. (2004).  The National Science  

Foundation Research Experiences for Undergraduates Program:  Experiences and 

recommendations.  Teaching of Psychology, 31, 241-247.  

 

Hershey, D. A., Jacobs-Lawson, J. M. & Walsh, D. (2003).  Influences of age and training on 

script development.  Aging, Neuropsychology, and Cognition, 10, 1-19.   

 

Hershey, D. A., Mowen, J. C., & Jacobs-Lawson, J. M. (2003). An experimental comparison of 

retirement planning intervention programs.  Educational Gerontology, 29, 339-359.         

 

Hershey, D. A., Jacobs-Lawson, J. M., & Neukam, K. (2002).  Influence of age and gender on 

workers’ goals for retirement.  International Journal of Aging and Human Development, 

55, 163-179. 

 

Jacobs-Lawson, J. M. & Hershey, D. A. (2002).  Concept maps as an assessment tool in 

psychology courses.  Teaching of Psychology, 29, 25-29.   

 

Hershey, D. A. & Jacobs-Lawson, J. M. (2001).  Developmental difference in the quality of 

life: A classroom teaching exercise.  Teaching of Psychology, 28, 114-117. 

 

Hershey, D. A., Brown, C. A., Jacobs-Lawson, J. M., Jackson, J. (2001).  Retirees’ perceptions 

of important retirement decisions.  The Southwestern Journal on Aging, 16, 91-100.  

 

INVITED BOOK CHAPTERS  

 

Hershey, D. A. & Jacobs-Lawson, J. M. (2009).  Goals for Retirement: Content, Structure and 

Process.  In R. Brougham (ed.), Aging, Health, and Cognition. pp. 167-186.  New York: Nova 

Science Publishers.    

    

Schumacher, M. & Jacobs-Lawson, J. M. (2009).  Age differences in response to time pressures 

on information processing during decision making. In R. Brougham (ed.), Aging, Health, and 

Cognition (pp. 167-186).   New York: Nova Science Publishers.     

 

Hershey, D. A., Jacobs-Lawson, J. M. & Wilson, T. (2005).  The research methods script: A 

guide to conducting psychological research.  In F. Leong & J. T. Austin (Eds), The 

psychology research handbook: A guide for graduate students and research assistances.  

Thousand Oaks: Sage Publications.   

 

Jacobs-Lawson, J. M. & Hershey, D. A. (2003). Perceptions of financial stability in retirement: Do  

Americans really know what to expect?  In S. P. Shohov (Ed.), Advances in psychology 

research (pp.123-136).  New York: Nova Science Publishers.   
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MANUSCRIPTS SUBMITTED OR UNDER REVISION 

 

Brougham, R. R., Jacobs-Lawson, J. M., Hershey, D. A., & Trujillo, K. M. (under review). Who 

pays your debt? An important question for understanding compulsive buying in college 

students.  International Journal for Consumer Studies  

 

Hershey, D. A. & Jacobs-Lawson, Joy M. (under review).  Bridging the gap: Anticipated 

shortfalls in future retirement income.  Psychology and Aging   

 

Jacobs-Lawson, J. M., Waddell, E., & Webb, A. K. (under review).  Predictors of health locus 

of control in older adults.  Current Psychology  

 

Jacobs-Lawson, J. M., Webb, A. K., Schumacher, M. M., & Gayer, C. (under review).  

Predictors of health locus of control in older adults.  Financial Services Review  

 

Jacobs-Lawson, J. M., Ortz, C. O., Hershey, D. A. (under revision).  Influence of frame of 

reference, age, and knowledge on perceptions of decision making performance. (Target: 

Journal of General Psychology) 

 

Jacobs-Lawson, J. M., & Schumacher, M. M. (under revision).  Task driven strategy use: 

Eliminating age and individual differences in decision making processes.  (Target: 

Experimental Aging Research) 

 

Schumacher, M., Jacobs-Lawson, J. M., Harper, F., & Rowland, R. (under revision).  The direct 

and indirect impact of treatment decision making on prostate cancer patients’ functional 

health and well-being. 

 

 

MANUSCRIPTS IN PREPARATION 

   

Jacobs-Lawson, J. M., Schumacher, M., & Arnold, S.  Influence of physician recommendations 

information processing in lung cancer patients.  

 

Jacobs-Lawson, J. M. Gayer, C., Webb, A. K., & Waddell, E. (2008).  The influence of risk, 

morbidity, and locus of control on expectations of meeting future health care costs.   

 

 

PRESENTATIONS 

                    

Jacobs-Lawson, J. M., Schumacher, M. M., Ortz, C., Arnold, S. (2009, November). Treatment 

decision making and information processing in older cancer patients. Gerontological Society 

of America, National Harbor, MD.  Abstract published in The Gerontologist, 49, Special 

Issue 1.   

Gayer, C., Jacobs-Lawson, J. M., & Ortz, C., (2009, November).  Influence of locus of control, 

gender, and decision domain on older adults preferences for collaborative decision making. 
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Gerontological Society of America, National Harbor, MD.  Abstract published in The 

Gerontologist, 49, Special Issue 1.   

Webb, A. K. & Jacobs-Lawson, J. M., (2009, November). Effect of illness type and gender on 

perceptions and reactions to mentally ill older adults . Gerontological Society of America, 

National Harbor, MD.  Abstract published in The Gerontologist, 49, Special Issue 1.   

Jacobs-Lawson, J. M., Hershey, D. A. & Ortz, C., (2008, November).  Influence of gender on 

retirement investment decisions. Paper presented at the annual meeting of the 

Gerontological Society of America, National Harbor, MD.  Abstract published in The 

Gerontologist, 48, Special Issue 1.   

Hershey, D. A. & Jacobs-Lawson, J. M. (2008, November).  Retirement income replacement rates: 

When financial expectations fall short of financial needs.  Poster presented at the annual 

meeting of the Gerontological Society of America, National Harbor, MD.  Abstract 

published in The Gerontologist, 48, Special Issue 1.   

Ortz, C., Jacobs-Lawson, J. M., Waddell, E., & Webb, A. (2008, November).  Multiple morbidities 

and financial decision making . Poster presented at the annual meeting of the Gerontological 

Society of America, National Harbor, MD.  Abstract published in The Gerontologist, 48, 

Special Issue 1.   

Webb, A., Waddell, E., & Jacobs-Lawson, J. M. (2008, November).  Contact, source of knowledge 

and knowledge of mental illness in old age. Poster presented at the annual meeting of the 

Gerontological Society of America, National Harbor, MD.  Abstract published in The 

Gerontologist, 48, Special Issue 1.   

Jacobs-Lawson, J. M., Schumacher, M., Harper, F., & Rowland, R. (2007, November).  Role of 

marital satisfaction in wives’ awareness of prostate cancer patients’ coping. Poster 

presented at the annual meeting of the Gerontological Society of America, San Francisco, 

CA.  Abstract published in The Gerontologist, 47, Special Issue 1.     

Ortz, C., Jacobs-Lawson, J. M.,&  Hershey, D. A. (2007, November).  Age, gender, knowledge, and 

financial decision making. Poster presented at the annual meeting of the Gerontological 

Society of America, San Francisco, CA.  Abstract published in The Gerontologist, 47, 

Special Issue 1.   

Waddell, E. & Jacobs-Lawson, J. M. (2007, November).  Predicting positive well-being in older 

men and women.  Paper presented at the annual meeting of the Gerontological Society of 

America, San Francisco, CA.  Abstract published in The Gerontologist, 47, Special Issue 1.   

Webb, A., Jacobs-Lawson, J. M., & Waddell, E. (2007, November).  Older adults’ perceptions of 

mentally ills older adults.  Poster presented at the annual meeting of the Gerontological 

Society of America, San Francisco, CA.  Abstract published in The Gerontologist, 47, 

Special Issue 1.   

Schumacher, M., Jacobs-Lawson, J.M., Harper, F., & Rowland, R. (2007, October).  An 

examination of prostate cancer treatment utility score discrepancies between husbands and 

wives. Paper presented at the annual meeting of the Society of Medical Decision Making, 

Pittsburgh, PA.   

Jacobs-Lawson, J. M., Webb, A., & Waddell, E., (2006, November).  Gender differences in the 

factors that influence health risk tolerance in older adults. Poster presented at the annual 

meeting of the Gerontological Society of America, Dallas, TX.  Abstract published in The 

Gerontologist, 46, Special Issue 1.   

Padawer, E. A., Hershey, D. A., Jacobs-Lawson, J. M., & Thomas, D. G. (2006, November).  

Evidence of relationships between demographic indicators and future time perspective.  
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Poster presented at the annual meeting of the Gerontological Society of America, Dallas, 

TX.  Abstract published in The Gerontologist, 46, Special Issue 1.   

Webb, A. K., Jacobs-Lawson, J. M., & Waddell, E. (2006, November).  Age, gender, health locus 

of control, and financial decision-making.  Poster presented at the annual meeting of the 

Gerontological Society of America, Dallas, TX.  Abstract published in The Gerontologist, 

46, Special Issue 1.   

Waddell, E. Jacobs-Lawson, J. M., & Webb, A. K. (2006, November).  Predicting health locus of 

control in older adults.  Poster presented at the annual meeting of the Gerontological 

Society of America, Dallas, TX.  Abstract published in The Gerontologist, 46, Special Issue 

1.   

Jacobs-Lawson, J. M., & Hershey, D. A. (2006, April).  The role of gender, age, and knowledge on 

individual’s level of risk tolerance on a real-world decision making task.  Poster presented 

at the biennial Cognitive Aging Conferences, Atlanta, GA.    

Jacobs-Lawson, J. M., Schoenberg, N., Webb, A., Waddell, E., Glover, N., Jones, B., & Miller, L. 

(2006, April).  Factors that influence health risk tolerance in older adults.  Poster presented 

at the annual Southern Gerontological Society Meeting, Lexington, KY.   

Jacobs-Lawson, J. M., Schumacher, M. M., Webb, A. K. (2005, November).  To take the risk or 

not: Individual differences in approaches to health insurance.  Poster presented at the 

annual meeting of the Gerontological Society of America, Washington D.C..  Abstract 

published in The Gerontologist, 45, Special Issue 1.   

Webb, A. K., Jacobs-Lawson, J. M., & Schumacher, M. M., (2005, November).  Influence of age, 

income, and subjective health on how much older adults are willing to pay for health 

insurance.  Poster presented at the annual meeting of the Gerontological Society of America, 

Washington D.C.  Abstract published in The Gerontologist, 45, Special Issue 1.   

Schumacher, M. M., Jacobs-Lawson, J. M., & Webb, A. K., (2005, November).  Predictors of 

knowledge of health insurance in late-life.  Paper presented at the annual meeting of the 

Gerontological Society of America, Washington D.C.  Abstract published in The 

Gerontologist, 45, Special Issue 1.   

Jacobs-Lawson, J. M. (2004, November).  Retirement planning: It is never too late or too early.  

Invited presentation Department of Justice, United States Bankruptcy Trustees Annual 

Meeting, Lexington, KY.    

Jacobs-Lawson, J. M. & Hershey, D. A. (2004, November).  Influence of age on women’s 

retirement investment decisions.  Poster presented at the annual meeting of the 

Gerontological Society of America, Washington D.C..  Abstract published in The 

Gerontologist, 44, Special Issue 1.   

Jacobs-Lawson, J. M., & Hershey, D. A. (2004, April).  The influence of age and knowledge on 

degree of risk tolerance in complex decision making.  Poster presented at the biennial 

Cognitive Aging Conferences, Atlanta, GA.    

Jacobs-Lawson, J. M., Neukam, K. N., & Hershey, D. A., (2003, November).  Influence of 

knowledge, future time perspective, and risk tolerance on retirement savings.  Poster 

presented at the annual meeting of the Gerontological Society of America, San Diego.  

Abstract published in The Gerontologist, 43, Special Issue 1.   

Neukam, K. N., Jacobs-Lawson, J. M., & Hershey, D. A., (2003, November).  Early indicators of  

fear and goal based planning motives.  Poster presented at the annual meeting of the 

Gerontological Society of America, San Diego.  Abstract published in The Gerontologist, 

43, Special Issue 1.   
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Hershey, D. A., Neukam, K. N., & Jacobs-Lawson, J. M. (2002, November).  A two factor model of  

 goals for retirement.  Poster presented at the annual meeting of the Gerontological Society  

 of America, Boston.  Abstract published in The Gerontologist, 42, Special Issue 1.   

Page, M. C., Jacobs-Lawson, J. M., & Abramson, C. I. (2002, August).  NSF Experience for  

Undergraduates: What, When, Why, & How.  Poster presented at the annual meeting of 

the American Psychological Association, Chicago.                     

Jacobs-Lawson, J. M., Hershey, D. A., & Neukam, K. A. (2002, June).  Gender differences in time  

 spent planning for retirement.  Poster presented at the annual meeting of the American  

 Psychological Society, New Orleans. 

Brougham, R., Hershey, D. A., Jacobs-Lawson, J. M., & Trujillo, K. M. (2002, June) Who Pays  

 Your Debt? An Important Question for Compulsive Buying in Young Adults.  Poster  

 presented at the annual meeting of the American Psychological Society, New Orleans. 

Hershey, D. A., & Jacobs-Lawson, J. M., Mowen, J. C.  (2001, November). An experimental  

 comparison of retirement planning intervention programs.  Paper presented at the annual  

 meeting of the Gerontological Society of America, Chicago. Abstract published in The  

 Gerontologist, 41, Special Issue 1. 

Jacobs-Lawson, J. M., & Hershey. D. A. (2001, November).  Developmental differences in factors  

 that influence retirement savings.  Paper presented at the annual meeting of the

 Gerontological Society of America, Chicago. Abstract published in The Gerontologist,  

 41, Special Issue 1.  

Neukam, K. N., Hershey, D. A., & Jacobs-Lawson, J. M. (2001, November).  Developmental  

 differences in perceived quality of life.  Poster presented at the annual meeting of the  

 Gerontological Society of America, Chicago.  Abstract published in The Gerontologist,  

 41, Special Issue 1.   

Brown, C. E., Hershey, D. A., Jacobs, J. M., & Jackson, J. (2000, November).  Retrospective  

 reports of important retirement planning decisions.  Poster presented at the annual meeting  

 of the Gerontological Society of America meeting, Washington, D.C.  Abstract published in  

 The Gerontologist, 40, Special Issue 1. 

Hershey, D. A., Jacobs, J. M., Neukam, K. A., Jackson, J., & Gabriel, S. (2000, November).   

 Development of retirement goals across the lifespan.  Poster presented at the annual meeting  

 of the Gerontological Society of America, Washington, D.C.  Abstract published in The  

 Gerontologist, 40, Special Issue 1.  

Jacobs, J. M., & Hershey, D. A. (2000, November).  Factors that influence perceptions of income in  

retirement.  Poster presented at the annual meeting of the Gerontological Society of America, 

Washington, D.C.  Abstract published in The Gerontologist, 40, Special Issue 1. 

Mowen, J. C., Hershey, D. A., & Jacobs, J. M. (2000, November).  Psychological determinants of  

financial preparedness for retirement.  Poster presented at the annual meeting of the 

Gerontological Society of America, Washington, D.C.  Abstract published in The 

Gerontologist, 40, Special Issue 1. 

Neukam, K. A., Jacobs, J. M. & Hershey, D. A. (2000, November).  Self-perceptions of quality of  

 life and aging.  Poster presented at the annual meeting of the Gerontological Society of  

 America, Washington, D.C.  Abstract published in The Gerontologist, 40, Special Issue  

1. 

Jacobs, J. M. (1999, November).  Financial Planning.  In D. A. Hershey (chair), Forum on  

Financial, Medical, and Housing Decisions.  Symposium conducted at the annual 

meeting of the Southwestern Society on Aging, Oklahoma City. 
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Jacobs, J. M. & Hershey, D. A. (1999, June).  Developmental differences in the quality of life: A  

classroom teaching exercise.  Poster presented at the annual meeting of the American 

Psychological Society, Denver. 

Jacobs, J. M. & Hershey, D. A. (1999, June).  Concept maps as an assessment tool in psychology  

courses.  Poster presented at the annual meeting of the American Psychological Society, 

Denver. 

Hershey, I. T., Jacobs, J. M., Beltran, S., & Hershey, D. A. (1998, November).  Investigating the  

knowledge structures of recyclers and non-recyclers.  Poster presented at the annual 

meeting of the Environmental Science Program, Stillwater, Oklahoma. 

Hauff, C., Jacobs, J. M., Mottram, L. (1995).  Age differences in the standard of honesty.  Poster  

presented at the annual meeting of the Kentucky Psychological Society, Covington, 

Kentucky.   

Jacobs, J. M. (April 1996).  The effects of false information on the ability to recall facts.  Paper  

presented at the annual meeting of the Mid-American Undergraduate Psychology 

Research Conference, Illinois.   

 

GRANTS  
 

Pending 

 

Influence of Age and Domain on Complex Decision Making.  Principal Investigator, National 

Institute on Aging, 25% effort, 2 years, $250,000. Pending 

 

 

Funded 

 

Influence of Physician Recommendations on Lung Cancer Patients Treatment Decisions 

Principal Investigator, American Cancer Society #85-001-19-IRG awarded to Markey Cancer 

Center, Funded $20,000. 2007-2008. 

 

Health Insurance and Older Adults (Spring 2004). University of Kentucky Faculty Research 

Initiative $1500.00. Principal investigator.  Funded.    

 

Kentucky Elder Readiness Initiative.  Co-investigator, 5% effort funded (10% effort donated).  

Funded, 2005 by the state of Kentucky     
 

 

Unfunded 

 

 

BIRCWH (Building Interdisciplinary Research Careers in Women’s Health 2009 Application, 

Jacobs-Lawson.  Pilot research funds and 75% salary.  

 

Effects of Collaboration and Cancer Status on Treatment Decision Making, Principal 

Investigator, NIH-NCI. Submitted 2009. $221,985.22, 2010-2012.   
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Influence of Shared Decision Making on Lung Cancer Treatment Decisions, Principal 

Investigator, American Cancer Society. $162,237, 2010-2012.  Submitted 2009.  

 

Acquisition and Use of Spatial Experience Across the Life Span.  National Science Foundation, 

Co-Principal Investigator (3 years, $360,227).  Submitted January 2009. 

 

BIRCWH (Building Interdisciplinary Research Careers in Women’s Health 2008 Application, 

Jacobs-Lawson.  Pilot research funds and 75% salary. None awarded in 2008. 

 

Roybal Center for Rural Elder Health Translation.  Investigator (5%-20%), National Institute on 

Aging, 5 years, (Submitted 2008) $1,435,197.   

 

Acquisition and Use of Spatial Experience Across the Life Span.   National Science Foundation,  

Co-Principal Investigator (3 years, $360,227).  Submitted Aug 2008. 

 

Influence of Age and Domain on Complex Decision Making.  Principal Investigator, National 

Institute on Aging, 25% effort, 2 years, $250,000. Submitted 2008. 

 

Shared Decision Making of Lung Cancer Patients. Principal Investigator, Kentucky Lung Cancer 

Research, 25% effort, 2 years, $150,000. Submitted 2008. 

 

The Influence of Multiple Morbidities on Retirement and Work Status , Co-Principle Investigator, 

20% effort, 2 years. Retirement Research Foundation, Not funded, $77,270, Submitted 2007.  

 

Lung Cancer Patients’, Information Processing and Treatment Decisions.  Kentucky Lung Cancer 

Grant, Not funded, Co-Investigator (20% effort).  Submitted 2007. 

 

Lung Cancer Patients’ Treatment Decision Processes.  NIH R21 Grant. Co-Principle 

Investigator. Submitted 2006. Funding: 2 years, $200,000 (direct cost), September 2007 – 

August 2009.  Not funded.    

 

Effects of Literacy and Recommendations on Older Adults Over the Counter Medication Purchases.  

AHRQ R01 Grant. Principle Investigator. Submitted 2006; Funding: $350,000 (direct costs), 3 

years, August 2007 – July 2010. Not funded     

 

Financial Planning for Retirement: How and Why Minorities Differ from the Majority 

(resubmitted June 2006).  NIA-NIH R01 grants.  Principal Investigator. Funding, $325,000 

(direct costs), 2 years, June 2006 – May 2008.   

 

Financial Planning for Retirement: How and Why Minorities Differ from the Majority 

(submitted February 2005).  NIA-NIH R01 grants.  Principal Investigator. Funding, $325,000 

(direct costs), 2 years, June 2006 – May 2008.   

 

Stimulating Retirement Goal Clarity Among Young Adults: A Motivational Imperative. NASD 

Investor Education Foundation.  Co-Principal Investigator. $511,428, 3 years. Submitted 2005. 
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Financial Planning for Retirement: How and Why Minorities Differ from the Majority.  NIA-

NIH R01 grants.  Principal Investigator. Funding, $325,000 (direct costs), 2 years, June 2006 – 

May 2008.  Submitted 2005. 

 

Evaluating an Intervention to Improve Older Adults’ OTC Medication Decisions.  Pfizer Clear 

Health Communication Initiative.  Principal Investigator.  Funding $137,575.00 (direct costs) 2 

years.  Submitted 2004 

 

Optimizing Older Adults’ Self-medication Decisions using Heuristics. Retirement Research 

Foundation.  Principal Investigator.  Funding $146,073.00  (direct costs) 2 years. Submitted 

2004. 

 

 

PROFESSIONAL EXPERIENCE  

 

August 2003– current Assistant Professor, Graduate Center for Gerontology   

 University of Kentucky, Lexington, Kentucky  

 

January 2003-May 2003 Instructor: Graduate Statistics Laboratory 

    Oklahoma State University, Stillwater, Oklahoma   

 

August 2002-   Instructor: Introductory Psychology 

December 2002,  Oklahoma State University, Stillwater, Oklahoma  

August 1999-  May 2001 

 

January 2002-   Instructor: Developmental Psychology  

May 2002   Oklahoma State University, Stillwater, Oklahoma   

 

August 2001-   Instructor: Human Problems  

December 2001  Oklahoma State University, Stillwater, Oklahoma 

 

August 2001- Teaching Assistant: Honors Introductory Psychology 

December 2001 Oklahoma State University, Stillwater, Oklahoma  

 Professor: Douglas A. Hershey, Ph.D.   

 

2001- February 2003 Project Assistant: National Science Foundation: Research 

 Experience for Undergraduates Program 

    Oklahoma State University, Stillwater, Oklahoma 

    Investigator: Melanie C. Page, Ph.D.  

 

January 2001-   Teaching Assistant: Cognitive Psychology 

May 2001              Oklahoma State University, Stillwater, Oklahoma 

    Professor: Douglas A. Hershey, Ph.D.   

 

May 1999-  Research Assistant: Life Planning Intervention Program 

August 2000  Oklahoma State University, Stillwater, Oklahoma    
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 Investigators: John C. Mowen, Ph.D. and Douglas A. Hershey, 

Ph.D. 

 

COURSES TAUGHT 

 

Undergraduate Level: 

Developmental Psychology; Human Problems; Introduction to Psychology; Research 

Methods Laboratory 

 

Graduate Level: 

Research Design in Gerontology; Psychology and Aging; Cognitive Aging; Aging, 

Health and Decision Making; Graduate Statistics Laboratory; Independent Study in 

Statistics 

PROFESSIONAL MEMBERSHIPS 

 

2008-Present  Sigma Phi Omega, National Gerontology Honor Society 

2006-Present  Society for Medical Decision Making 

2003- Present   American Psychological Association, Division 20 

2001- Present   American Psychological Association  

1999- Present  American Psychological Society  

1998- Present   Gerontological Society of America 

1998- Present  Society for Judgment and Decision Making 

1997- Present  Psi Chi National Honor Society in Psychology 

 

 

SERVICE ACTIVITIES   

 

College Activities 

2009- present College of Public Health Practice and Service Committee, Member, Univ. of 

Kentucky 

2007 Information Technology Search Committee, Graduate Center for Gerontology, 

University of Kentucky 

2005 - 2007 College of Public Health Academic Affairs Committee, Member, Univ. of 

Kentucky 

2004 - 2005 College of Public Health Admissions and Student Affairs Committee, Member, 

Univ. of Kentucky  

2004 - 2005 College of Public Health Information Technology Committee, Chair, Univ. of 

Kentucky  

 

Departmental Activities 

2009-present Mentorship committee, Co-chair, Graduate Center for Gerontology, Univ. of 

Kentucky 

2006 - 2008     Graduate Center for Gerontology Newsletter, Committee Chair and Editor, Univ. 

of Kentucky 

2006, 2007 Graduation Celebration Committee, Graduate Center for Gerontology, University 

of Kentucky 
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2005 Information Technology Search Committee, Graduate Center for Gerontology, 

University of Kentucky  

2005 - 2008 Equipment Allocation, Graduate Center for Gerontology 

2004 - 2009 Maintain and update all departmental displays, Graduate Center for Gerontology, 

University of Kentucky  

2003 - 2009  Webpage development and management, Graduate Center for Gerontology, 

University of Kentucky 

2003 - 2009  Recruitment Committee, Chair, Graduate Center for Gerontology, University of 

Kentucky 

2003 - 2007  Faculty Search Committee, Member, Graduate Center for Gerontology, 

University of Kentucky 

2003 - 2004  Conversations Committee, Chair, Graduate Center for Gerontology, University of 

Kentucky 

 

PhD Graduate Student Mentor/Advisor or Dissertation co-Chair 

Alicia K. Webb, co-chair, Graduate Center for Gerontology, University of Kentucky   

Erin Waddell, co-chair, Graduate Center for Gerontology, University of Kentucky 

Shannon Bowles, co-chair, Graduate Center for Gerontology, University of Kentucky    

Courtney Ortz, Graduate Center for Gerontology, University of Kentucky    

 

Student Dissertation Committees (Member)  

Sarai Blincoe, active committee, Department of Psychology, Univ of Kentucky 

Amber McIlwain, active committee, Graduate Center for Gerontology, Univ of Kentucky 

Katherine Wettstein, active committee, Graduate Center for Gerontology, Univ of Kentucky 

Frances Vorsky, active committee, Graduate Center for Gerontology, Univ of Kentucky 

Debra Moser, active committee, Graduate Center for Gerontology, Univ of Kentucky 

Katherina Nikzad, active committee, Graduate Center for Gerontology, Univ of Kentucky  

J. Russell Couch, 2009 Graduate, Counseling Psychology, Outside Examiner, Univ of Kentucky  

Tenzin Wangmo, 2008 Graduate, Graduate Center for Gerontology, Univ of Kentucky 

Corinne Leach, 2008 Graduate, Graduate Center for Gerontology, Univ of Kentucky   

Amy Hosier, 2006 Graduate, Graduate Center for Gerontology, Univ of Kentucky  

Susan Lawrence, 2006 Graduate, Graduate Center for Gerontology, Univ of Kentucky    

Kimberly Stansbury, 2006 Graduate, Graduate Center for Gerontology, Univ of Kentucky  

D. Carol Palmer, 2006 Graduate, Graduate Center for Gerontology, Univ of Kentucky  

 

Professional Activities 

Editorial Board, Current Psychology, 2007 - current 

Review, Research on Aging, 2009 

Reviewer, Patient Education and Counseling, 2008 - 2009 

Reviewer, Gender Medicine, 2008 

Reviewer, Applied Gerontology, 2007- 2008 

Outside examiner, Dissertation, Australia, 2007 

Reviewer, Psychology and Aging, 2005- 2009 

Reviewer, Experimental Aging Research, 2005, 2007 

Reviewer, Financial Services Review, 2003, 2006, 2007, 2009 

Reviewer, Gerontological Society of America, Abstract Submissions, 2003 - 2007 
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Reviewer, Tenure and Promotion, Scripps College, 2006 

Session Chair, Gerontological Society of America 2004, 2005   

Reviewer, Journal of Experimental Psychology: Applied, 2003 

Conference Volunteer, American Psychological Society, 2002 

 

HONORS AND AWARDS 

Participant, Circles of Power: A Leadership Program for Women Faculty, University of 

Kentucky, 2009-2010.  

Nominee, Oklahoma State University Distinguished Graduate Fellowship Award, Department of  

Psychology, Spring 2002. 

Gerontological Society of America Pre-dissertation Student Research Award, 2001. Behavioral  

& Social Sciences Section. 

Participant, Summer Institute on Bounded Rationality in Psychology and Economics. Max  

Planck Institute for Human Development, Berlin, Germany, 2001 

Dean’s Academic Scholarship Award, Oklahoma State University:  1998, 1999, 2000 

Nominee, Graduate Research Excellence Award, Department of Psychology, Spring 2001 

Oklahoma State University Travel Awards:  1999, 2000, 2001 

Outstanding Psychology Student, Bellarmine University, 1997 

Magna Cum Laude Baccalaureate Honors, Bellarmine University 
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