State’s dental health takes hit
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~ LOUISVILLE — Kentucky’s -
woefuldmtal!m!thlendsto-

of Ken-
tucldansﬁt')andelderhavelosta]l
their permanent teeth. That’s
about 213,000 people,

“The underlying reality is that

Kentucky's population, particular-
ly the poor part of its population,
is really ill,” said Dr. James Cecil,
a University of Kentucky den-
tistry professor who serves as ad-
ministrator of oral health for the
state’s Health Services Cabinet.

Dental students help kids get off
to good start with tooth care.
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A November report by the
group Kentucky Youth Advocates
showed that two-thirds of Ken-
tucky children eligible for dental
services for the poor didn’t re-

Cecil and other experts told
The Courier-Journal of Louisville
that poor oral health is hurting
Kentucky economically just as
much as heart disease, obesity or

diabetes.

Preventive dental care for a
child’s first six years of life costs
$200 to $250, but if the teeth are
neglected and become diseased, a
hospital stay and surgery cost
$5,000, which in many cases is
paid by the tax-funded Medicaid
program, Cecil said.

Because it involves pain, in-
flammation and the spread of

_germs throughout the body, den-

tal disease also worsens heart dis-
ease, diabetes and other major

problems that boost the state’s

health care burden, he said.
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Jose DeCruz made dentures in New Albany, Ind.
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