The University of Kentucky Center for Excellence in
Rural Health-Hazard and the Hazard Community &
Technical College share a joint responsibility for in-

creased access to higher education for all Kentuckians.

This five-year joint project between Hazard Community
and Technical College (HCTC) and the University of Ken-
tucky Center for Excellence in Rural Health will develop a
research pipeline for community college students in south-
eastern Kentucky--a distinct, persistently impoverished
region within Appalachia with historically limited exposure
to research and academic opportunities. This means that
many promising local students have been denied exposure
to the research professions, which limits the ability of the
local populace to participate in community-based solutions
to what are often contextual and culture-bound problems.
This exciting program for HCTC students provides mean-
ingful service learning and interdisciplinary research op-
portunities that address relevant and significant health

disparities within the Appalachian population.

CONTACT INFORMATION

Principal Investigator Information

Tamara L. Knox, Psy.D.
Project Manager, Appalachian Kentucky
Bridges to Success
Assistant Professor, UK College of Medicine
Director of Community Medicine and Behavioral Health
Dept. of Family & Community Medicine
East KY Family Medicine Residency
East KY Osteopathic Family Medicine Residency
750 Morton Bivd.
Hazard, KY 41701

Email: tknox2@email.uky.edu

HCTC-Lees Campus Contact
Wilson Francis, PhD

Hazard Community & Technical College
Lees College Campus
601 Jefferson Ave
Jackson, KY 41339
Phone: (506) 666-7521 Ext 73585

Program Coordinator Information

Ellen Napier, Community Liaison
Program Coordinator, Appalachian Kentucky
Bridges to Success
UK Center for Excellence in Rural Health-Hazard
750 Morton Bivd
Hazard, KY 41701
(606) 439-3557, Ext 83527

Email: ellen.napier@uky.edu

UK CENTER FOR

EXCELLENCE IN RURAL
HEALTH—HAZARD

HAZARD COMMUNITY &
TECHNICAL COLLEGE

APPALACHIAN
KENTUCKY
BRIDGES TO SUCCESS

Sponsored by the National Institutes of Health



Bridges Scholars Program

The University of Kentucky Center for Excellence in
Rural Health-Hazard (UKCERH) and Hazard Commu-
nity & Technical College (HCTC) have partnered ona
project that is intended to increase the number of
local students who pursue a bachelor’s degree in the
biomedical or behavioral sciences. Program compo-
nents will include career counseling, student re-
search experiences and academic enrichment strate-
gies.

Bridges Scholars will participate in an exciting new
program funded by the National Institute of Health
and delivered here in Hazard. This program is de-
signed to support talented local students interested
in the biomedical and behavioral sciences as they
transition from community college to their baccalau-
reate program. Our hope is to cultivate students
with an interest in improving their community, so
that when they complete their education they will
bring back their skills and knowledge to their respec-
tive communities.

Eligibility and
Application Process

Mission

To increase the number of students from Appalachia
who are represented within the scientific disciplines
and who will subsequently utilize that expertise in
addressing health disparities within the Appalachian
population.

Eligibility
Full-time Hazard Community and Technical College
students who express an interest in research and

intend to transfer for a bachelor’s degree within the
biomedical and behavioral sciences.

Application Process

If you have an interest in being a part of this program,
please complete the attached application and forward
your transcript to Ellen Napier at UK Center for
Excellence in Rural Health-Hazard, 750 Morton
Boulevard, Hazard, KY 41701 or you may email her
at ellen.napier@uky.edu

To download an application:

www.mc.uky.edu/ruralhealth

No Deadline!
Applications accepted

on a continual basis!

The Appalachian Kentucky Bridges to Success
Program is limited to 20 participants per year. .

Professional Development
Workshops and Much More!

Important Information

We hope to provide each Bridges Scholar with the sup-
portive services and academic skills that will allow each
student to be successful in his or her chosen specialty.
To achieve this goal, we will provide the following:

e  Mentoring by local professionals (e.g. physicians,
researchers, psychologists, physical therapists, and
pharmacists,) to provide exposure and guidance in
career decision making.

e  Full financial support for you to attend scientific
conferences to broaden your introduction into your
field of interest. This type of networking will allow
you to develop critical contacts within your selected
professional community.

e  C(Classes and workshops to provide you with the
knowledge and skills to share with like-minded pro-
fessionals.

Of course the application of this knowledge is also critical,
so a central focus for our program is to introduce you to
research activities. These research activities will be funded
through a university student stipend, so that each partici-
pant has the opportunity to develop skills critical to the
biomedical and behavioral professions while earning money

to supplement his or her income.
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